
DEVOTED DISCIPLES 

“JOHN THE BELOVED”  

WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN 

Inviting all people to faith . . . Come and Worship - Go and Work 

Lee Laaveg – Pastor           

Phone  580-4316                                      2912 Hwy. Blvd. N. 

April 24, 2016                                                 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Email - faithlutheran@smunet.net   

Catch us on the Web: www.faithlutheranspencer.com  

Like us on Facebook!       Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: Mondays @ 8:30 p.m.   Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m. 



Prelude 

Welcome  

Opening Prayer 

Songs - “I Am”, “How Great Thou Art” 

Litany:  

 We meet in the strong name of our God, 
 We praise you Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

 We come before you confessing our sin and seeking your forgiveness; 
 Forgive us, Lord, in your grace, and pour your Holy Spirit into our hearts. 

  

 We praise you, our God and King; 
 Every day we praise you. 

  

 Great is the LORD and worthy of praise; 
 One generation will commend your works to another, and tell of your mighty 

 deeds. 

 

 We celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness; 
 For you are gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 

  

 The LORD is faithful to all His promises, and loving toward all He has made. 
 The eyes of all look to you; and you open your hand to satisfy the desires of 

 every heart.  Amen. 

       

Prayer of the Day:                                        

 Lord God, thank you for revealing your heart to us in your Son, Jesus Christ. We 

 praise you that He was crucified for our sins, and raised from the dead never to 

 die again. Thank you that He daily lavishes us with grace, and fills us with His 

 Spirit. Jesus is the great ‘I AM.’ He is the ‘Light shining into our darkness.’ Gladly 

 we receive Him as our Lord and Savior. Thank you that you give us abundant life 

 in His name. Amen. 

 

Blessing People through Quilts & Kits 
 

Lesson - 1 John 4:4-19 

 

Gospel - John 20:1-8, 30-31   (Please stand if you are able) 



Children’s Message 

 

Song - “Beautiful Savior” 

 

Sermon - “Devoted  Disciples: John the Beloved” 

   

Song - “Who Am I”   (Offering will be received during this song) 

 

Offertory Song - “We Are an Offering” 

 

Offertory Prayer:  
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us 

our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 

them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 

Confession of Faith 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Blessing 

 

Song - “We Believe”  

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS THIS MORNING!                                                
 

Whether you are from across town or out-of-state your presence is a blessing               

to us. Be sure to fill out the blue visitor card at the Welcome Desk and place it in         

the offering plate or leave it at the Welcome Desk. 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped serve,   
bring desserts, set-up and clean-up at the 

funeral and luncheon for Becky Vander Tuig. 

 Thank  
        You 



Lesson - 1 John 4:4-19 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is 

in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and 

therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We 

are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God 

does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 

falsehood. 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 

who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not 

know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 

his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not 

that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 

our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No 

one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is 

made complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has 

given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to 

be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has 

for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how 

love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 

judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love 

drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 

made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 

Gospel - John 20:1-8, 30-31 

1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came 

running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the 

other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at 

the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind 

him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as 

the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its 

place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb 

first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 30 Jesus performed many other signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in his name. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 



1. Why do you think that in his writings John refers to himself as “the disciple whom 

Jesus loved?” 

2. Early in John’s gospel, he reveals Jesus meeting John the Baptist as John said, 

“Behold the Lamb of God . . .  “  How does this connect with the picture John paints 

in Revelation of Jesus as “the Lamb that was slain?” 

3. Do you know the connection between the name Yahweh (revealed to Moses at the 

burning bush in Exodus 3) and the ‘I Am’ sayings in John’s gospel? 

4. John uses the imagery contrasting light and darkness.  How is ‘light shining’ 

connected to ‘revealing truth?’ 

5. What do you think it means to receive Jesus? 

6. According to John, what is the main purpose in his writing the gospel? 

7. Some would argue that the central verse in all of scripture is in John’s gospel.  

Which one do you think it is? 

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS . . . 

I want to thank Jean Oleson,           

Betty Ricklefs and Carla Vanderberg 

for the beautiful prayer shawl given 

to me. I know it will be used many 

times through the remainder of my 

days. Thank you again from the 

bottom of my heart. - Carlton Quee 

A new study session: “Forgotten God” by Frances Chen. The schedule will be                        

April 24, May 8, May 15, May 22, June 5, June 12 and June 19 during                                  

the Sunday school hour after worship. Please plan to attend! 



If your birthday or anniversary was not printed in today’s bulletin and you would like 

it to be in the future, or if you are unsure that the office has your information, 

please contact Jenn so she can enter it into our database.                             

You can call her at 580-4316 or email her at office@faithlutheranspencer.com. 

BIRTHDAYS & 
ANNIVERSARIES  

4-24-16  THROUGH 4-30-16 

    BIRTHDAYS 

 APR. 24  RILEY SIMCOX 

 APR. 26 ALICE NIELSEN 

  RUTH ANN VAIL 

 APR. 29 ANNABELLE SIMINGTON 

   ANNIVERSARIES 

    NONE TO REPORT 

 
 

Our Mission Day will be Wednesday, April 27th from 

10:00 am to around 3:00 pm.  In addition to working 

on kits and quilts, we will be counting, packing, 

weighing, sealing and labeling boxes so they are ready 

to load onto the truck at Southpark Mall on Saturday, 

May 7th.  After the boxes from all the churches in 

northwest Iowa are loaded, the truck will head to the 

Lutheran World Relief warehouse in south St. Paul, 

MN. In 2015, LWR sent $12.9 million dollars worth 

of quilts and kits to more than 674,057 people in 19 

countries. So, does what we do make a difference - 

YES, it surely does! 

Come and share all or part of your day with us. If 

you'd like, you can bring a salad or dessert to add to 

our noon lunch. Hope to see you here - come and 

join our growing group of willing workers! 



                          2016 GENERAL OFFERING AND ATTENDANCE  

                                      2016 BUDGET $340,141  

  MONTHLY YTD BALANCE REMAINING ATTENDANCE 

FEB. $22,037.87 $60,390.34 $279,750.66  165 AVG. 

MAR. $25,568.86 $86,136.20 $254,004.80  238 AVG. 

 

APR. 3 $5,197.25 $91,333.45 $248,807.55  192 

APR. 10 $4,421.44 $95,754.89  $244,386.11  204 

APR. 17 $3,465.05 $99,219.94 $240,921.06  201 

 

Thank you for supporting Faith in 2016!   

 

Intercessory Prayer Meeting 

Please join the Worship committee after 

worship on Sunday, May 15 for a short 

training session led by Pastor Lee. If 

you are already a prayer warrior, you 

are also encouraged to attend. 

Anyone interested is encouraged to 

contact Jim Paulsen or come to the 

meeting. 

It’s a special privilege to be 

part of this important part of 

Faith’s community / family. 



Seasons Center for 

Behavioral Health invites you 

to their upcoming fundraiser 

on Saturday, April 30th 

benefiting Autumn’s Center! 

Autumn’s Center, a facility 

serving children ages 0-21, 

will open at 120 East 5th 

Street in Spencer in 

September of 2016! 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2016 

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER... 

Please come to Faith’s library between the hours of                                            

9 a.m. and 5 p.m. to pray. 

There will be a list of prayer thoughts printed and a basket                                    

of personal prayer requests. 



When:  Monday, June 13 through 
Thursday, June 16 

Time: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Ages: Preschool through            
finished 5th Grade 

Watch for upcoming            
registration info! 

Questions? see Ann  lear or Eric  patten 

 

Mission Moments 

Please pray for the Holy Spirit to bless Faith’s first ever Mission 

Sunday on May 1st. Pastor Bill Moberly, director of Awakening Lives 

to World Missions (ALWM) will be speaking at our 9 AM service and 

also during the adult Sunday school hour. ALWM exists to call, 

mobilize, equip and network congregations to actively respond to 

Jesus’ command to take the Gospel to the nations. Pastor Moberly, 

who has served Lutheran churches in Minnesota, Illinois, and 

California, has 25 years of experience in helping churches across the 

US with their global mission outreach. He has travelled extensively 

overseas and assisted in planting about 50 new churches in Russia 

through the Association of International Mission Services. Please 

welcome Pastor Bill and Sally, his wife of 43 years as they share in                             

our worship service.  

You can learn more about Pastor Moberly at:              

                  http://www.alwm.org/about/ 



Needing the perfect gift for that perfect MOM? Get ready to place your bids 

on the Mission Team's Mother’s Day Basket Fundraiser. Bidding begins 

TODAY and the final bid will be taken May 1st by 11 am. Baskets can be taken 

home on the 1st with the winning bid. All proceeds will help the 2016 

International mission trip to Mexico City, in December 2016. If  you would 

like to donate a basket 

please contact                                    

Eric or Cindy Tigges, 

ectigges@hotmail.com                                   

712-580-4336.  

MOTHER’S DAY BASKETS 

Geraniums for 

Pentecost 

$6.00 & $10.00 

Order by May 8! 

If  you purchase a plant you may 

take it home right after service 

and enjoy it the rest of  the 

summer.  There is a sign up 

sheet in the back of  the church 

on one of  the long tables. If  you 

pay by check make it out to 

Faith Lutheran and earmark it 

“Geraniums”. If  you pay in cash 

there will be envelopes to use, 

please put your name on the 

envelope for credit purposes.  

Thank you for helping to beautify our sanctuary for Pentecost! 



Thank you to todays: 

Worship Leader – Eric Tigges 

Vocalists – Karen Brandt, Ashley Schuster, Cheryl Stueven 

Instrumentalists – Denise Laaveg, Nola Gafkjen, Jared Hansen, Kevin Skadeland     

Lector – Linda Susie 

Children’s Message – Kim McKenney 

Prayers of the Church – Lisa Buchan 

Nursery Attendant – Gloria McKenney 

Fellowship Set-up - Lois Christman 

Fellowship Hosts - Pam & Gene Englin 

Camera – Doug Schwartz  

Computer – Del Christman 

Sound – Kyle Fueston 

Lead Tech – Lori Krei 

Greeters/Ushers - Jim & Sharon Anderson, Steve & Lora Johnson  
 

Next Sunday, May 1: 

Worship Leader – Doug Schwartz 

Vocalists – Austin Crew, Cassidy Hansen, Delaney Weeks 

Instrumentalists – Denise Laaveg, Nola Gafkjen, Jared Hansen, Kevin Skadeland     

Lector – Tonya Sorensen 

Children’s Message – Kim McKenney 

Prayers of the Church – David Simington 

Altar Prep - Nancy Heckathorn, Arlene Fairchild 

Communion Servers - Laura Heikens, Kathy Fueston, Patricia Rohmiller, Kevin Swancutt 

Nursery Attendant – Rachel Simington 

Fellowship Set-up - Shirley Nelson 

Fellowship Hosts - Denise Bowden, Pam & Duane Harris 

Camera –  

Computer – Becky Simons 

Sound – Dave Solberg 

Lead Tech – Lori Krei 

Greeters/Ushers - Mark & Lauriann Heilman, Dennis & Jan Larson  

Faith Lutheran Church Staff Directory: 

Pastor: Lee Laaveg - pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Director of Children & Youth: Eric Patten - cymdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei - techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Church Administrator / Financial Secretary: Jenn Schuster - office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven - custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 



 

THIS WEEK AT FAITH  
 

This Sunday - April 24 

 8:00 a.m. Prayer time - All are welcome 

  Worship Vocalist Practice 

 9:00 a.m. Worship  

 10:30 a.m. Fellowship 

  Mother’s Day Basket Silent Auction 

  Assembly of “Baskets of Promise” 

   Sunday School - Children & Adult 

   “Forgotten God” Study 

      6:30 p.m. H.S. Youth Group 
  
Tuesday - April 26 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

    
Wednesday - April 27  

   10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Mission Day 

  6:00 p.m. Worship Vocalist Practice 

  6:30 p.m. Confirmation 

    Discipleship Team 
 

Thursday - April 28  

  8:30 a.m. Coffee - Join us! 

  1:00 p.m. Loopy Ladies 

  6:00 p.m. Communications Team 

  7:00 p.m. Order of St. Luke 
 

Saturday - April 30 

  7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
 

Sunday - May 1    
  8:00 a.m. Prayer time - All are welcome  

    Worship Vocalist Practice 

  9:00 a.m. Worship w/ special guest Pastor Bill Moberly 

                       10:30 a.m. Fellowship 

    Mother’s Day Basket Silent Auction 

    Sunday School - Children & Adults 

  4:15 p.m. M.S. & H.S. @ IOLBC - Capture the Flag 

 PRAYER REQUESTS / CONCERNS: 

If you have a prayer concern or request, please email                               
Karol Gafkjen at:kgafkjen@gmail.com 


