
FORWARD  

IN  

FAITH  

“Stepping Toward the Promise” 

WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN 

Inviting all people to faith . . . Come and Worship - Go and Work 

Lee Laaveg – Pastor           

Phone  580-4316                                2912 Hwy. Blvd. N. 

May 29, 2016                         Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Email - faithlutheran@smunet.net   

Catch us on the Web: www.faithlutheranspencer.com  

Like us on Facebook!       Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: Mondays @ 8:30 p.m.   Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m. 



Prelude 

Welcome  

Opening Prayer 

Songs - “Everlasting God”, “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 

Litany:  

 

 We meet in the strong name of our God; 

 We praise you and welcome you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

 Forgive us for our sins and failures; 

 Wash our hearts clean in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

  

 Forgive our weak, tentative faith; 

 Give us courageous, strong faith to move forward into our Divine Destiny. 

 

 We thank you for your promise that you go with us everywhere we journey; 

 We thank you that you will provide all that we need from day to day. 

 

 We thank you, Lord, for all your promises in your Word; 

 We thank you that every promise is ‘YES’ in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

        

Prayer of the Day:                                        

 Lord God, we know that you have plans for each of us, individually and as your 

 people. We believe that you are always working for our good, and that you 

 desire to use us for your glory. We praise you for the promise of your love. Give 

 us a clear vision of our future hope. Keep us from sliding back into old ways of 

 thought or behaviors which do not honor you or bless others. Fill us with peace 

 and strength, so that we might become all that you intend, and so that we might 

 be faithful in serving your mission in the world. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Video - “The Start of Sacrifice” 

 

Lesson - Deuteronomy 30:11-20, Joshua 1:1-9  

 

Gospel - John 14:1-6    (Please stand if you are able.) 

 



Children’s Message 

 

Song - “Faith”   

 

Sermon - “Stepping Toward the Promise” 

   

Song - “Blessed Be Your Name”   (Offering will be received during this song) 

 

Offertory Song - “We Are an Offering” 

 

Offertory Prayer:  
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us 

our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 

them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 

Confession of Faith 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Blessing 

 

Song - “Battle Hymn of the Republic”  
 

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS THIS MORNING!                                                
 

Whether you are from across town or out-of-state your presence is a blessing               

to us. Be sure to fill out the blue visitor card at the Welcome Desk and place it in         

the offering plate or leave it at the Welcome Desk. 

The flowers on the altar are in thankfulness from               
Colleen Rouse to those men and women, past and present,  
who have kept America free to worship as we do today.    



Lesson - Deuteronomy 30:11-20 

 
11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your 

reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven 

to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that 

you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey 

it?” 14 No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may 

obey it. 15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I 

command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to 

keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD 

your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns 

away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other 

gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you this day that you will certainly be 

destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and 

possess. 19 This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I 

have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you 

and your children may live 20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his 

voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in 

the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 
Joshua 1:1-9 

 
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, 

Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get 

ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the 

Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 
4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the 

Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one will 

be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be 

with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because 

you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 
7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses 

gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful 

wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day 

and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 

prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 

wherever you go.” 

 

 

 

 



1. What are your favorite promises that God makes to us in the Word? 

2. How are those promises related to the hopes you have for the future? 

3. Why does God take Moses and Joshua to the top of Mt. Nebo? 

4. Figuratively, what does it mean for you to cross over to enter into all God’s promises for 
you? 

5. Why did the people of God wander in the wilderness for forty years? 

6. What hinders you from taking your next steps to moving forward in faith? 

7. What does it mean to you that Jesus is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life?” 

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS . . . 

Should we still support the Spencer Dream Center?                                                  

A word from our Pastor . . .  

We are all still reeling from the news about Pastor Kevin Grimes resigning in shame and brokenness, 

amid investigation for criminal charges of inappropriate conduct. It is very sad. I feel deceived.  

Betrayed. Angry. Cynical. Who can we trust? Emotionally, my initial reaction is to disengage and 

separate. 

I have shared with several this verse of God’s Word, “God causes all things to work together for 

good to those who love Him . . .” (Romans 8:28).  This scripture does not say that all things are good, 

nor does it say that God causes all things, but it clearly promises that even in our messy, struggling 

lives, God can and will work it for good and for His purposes. I believe that God will restore and 

resurrect the ministry of the Spencer Dream Center more strongly than ever. Perhaps it will gain 

broader ecumenical support than ever before. God is faithful! I also know that the Spencer Dream 

Center is a powerful ministry for Christ. Though the leader who launched the vision for the Dream 

Center was living a secret, immoral life, the Spirit-given purposes of the Dream Center are still valid.   

I ask you to join me in praying for the Spencer Dream Center. I continue to see this ministry as a vital 

Christian mission in our community. - Pastor Lee 

Gospel - John 14:1-6 

 
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My 

Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 

going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know 

the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know 

where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way 

and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 



BIRTHDAYS & 
ANNIVERSARIES  

5-27-16  THROUGH 6-4-16 

    Birthdays 

 May 31  Luke Johnson 

 June 4 Stan Jongma 

   Janet Schutter 

   

  

 

 

Anniversaries 

May 27 Jared & Nickie Hansen  

June 1  Stan & Doris Andersen 

       Darold & Diane Jamtgaard 

 

 

If you or a member of Faith is 

hospitalized, please contact the church 

office. 580-4316 

The caring ministry team has volunteers 

who would like to come and visit you! 



at VBS supplies needed 

supp l i es  are  needed  for vbs !   

I f  you would  be  wi ll in g to  
donate  s ome  suppl i es ,  p leas e  see  

ann lea r a fter  worship  t oday !  

Thank you!  

Friday, June 3 

7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 

Middle School &  

High School Kids 

Please RSVP to Eric 712.229.1340 or Laura Heikens 712.260.7373 

Lock-In Items Needed: 

2 pans of scotcharoos  Apples 

1 pan brownies   Bananas   

4 dozen cookies   Grapes   

Chips/salsa    Clementines 

Fruit Dip    2 cans canned whipped cream 

* Please let Laura or Eric 

know if you can bring any 

of these items. 

BRING A FRIEND! 

Do you st ill  have  a  
reg istrat i on form you need 

to  turn  in?  

P lease  do s o by  today !  



CONGREGATIONAL  

FORUM 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

TOPIC - SCOPE OF FAITH’S CAPTIAL CAMPAIGN 

 

Whether you plan to be married soon, have been married for 10 days or 50 years,  your 

insight is needed about the  road to and beyond “I do” as we  celebrate the sacrament of 

marriage in this June’s Reflections in Faith inspirational newsletter, “And the two shall 

become one…”Mark 10:8.  

We call on our Faith family to share their joy, their challenges, the wisdom they’ve gained 

and the encouragement they can give as we celebrate one of God’s greatest gifts to His 

people. Communication Team members are delighted to interview you, to help put 

thoughts down on paper, and gather submissions as needed. You may also email your 

requests or your finished article to Becky Simons at simonsrj@mtcnet.net or the church 

office. All submissions are due by June 12th. We look forward to hearing from you and 

thank you in advance for your contribution.  

Inspirational Newsletter 



SOMETHING NEW!! 

High School                

Sunday School! 

Finished 8th grade - 

Finished 12th grade 

Meet upstairs in the 

Mezzanine                  

after worship! 

UNITED 



                          2016 GENERAL OFFERING AND ATTENDANCE  

                                      2016 BUDGET $340,141  

  MONTHLY YTD BALANCE REMAINING ATTENDANCE 

MAR. $25,568.86 $86,136.20 $254,004.80  238 AVG. 

APR.  $23,379.12 $109,515.32 $230,625.68  194 AVG. 

 

MAY 1 $6,876.00 $116,391.32 $223,749.68  216 

 
MAY 8 $5,021.55 $121,412.87 $218,728.13  214 
 
MAY 15 $3,442.85 $124,855.72 $215,285.28  192 
 
MAY 22 $4,320.00 $129,175.72 $210,965.28  202 

 

                          Thank you for supporting Faith in 2016!   

PRAYER REQUESTS / CONCERNS: 

If you have a prayer concern or request, please email                                                               
Karol Gafkjen at:kgafkjen@gmail.com 

Online 

giving 

Did you know you can monitor your household 

information online?  Monitor or update your address, 

phone numbers, birthdays, anniversaries and more! 

You can do the same with your giving!! 

 Visit www.faithlutheranspencer.com to get started.  

Find a step by step guide at the Faith Connections Wall. 

START MONITORING & GIVING ONLINE TODAY! 

EASY - FAST - SECURE 

Any new communications will now be placed by 
the Faith Connections Wall. Please go take a look! 



Thank you to todays: 

Worship Leader – Greg Lear 

Vocalists – Sharon Simington, Becky Simons 

Instrumentalists – Denise Laaveg, Jared Hansen, Kevin Skadeland     

Lector – Karol Gafkjen  

Children’s Message – Pastor Lee 

Prayers of the Church – Kathy Fueston 

Nursery Attendant – Kim McKenney 

Fellowship Set-up - Lois Christman 

Fellowship Hosts - Arlene Fairchild, Colleen Rouse 

Camera – Cheryl Stueven 

Computer – Steve Oleson 

Sound – Dave Solberg 

Lead Tech – Lori Krei 

Greeters/Ushers - GA Darnell, Nancy Newgard, Dave & Linda Susie  
 

Next Sunday, June 5: 

Worship Leader – Dave Simington 

Vocalists – Radina Jansen, Joan Loring, Cassie Simcox 

Instrumentalists – Denise Laaveg, Nola Gafkjen, Jared Hansen, Kevin Skadeland     

Lector – Marcia Klett  

Children’s Message – Jim Unrau 

Prayers of the Church – Linda Susie 

Communion Servers - David & Jan Hopkins, Troy & Kim McKenney 

Altar Prep - Carolyn Christofferson, Lora Johnson 

Nursery Attendant – Nickie Hansen 

Fellowship Set-up - Jan Hopkins 

Fellowship Hosts - Gary & Kathy Arndt, Kevin Swancutt 

Camera – Nathan McKenney 

Computer – Cindy Tigges 

Sound – Del Christman 

Lead Tech – Steve Oleson 

Greeters/Ushers - Chris & Carolyn Christofferson, Stan & Jodene Jongma  

Faith Lutheran Church Staff Directory: 

Pastor: Lee Laaveg - pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Director of Children & Youth: Eric Patten - cymdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei - techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Church Administrator / Financial Secretary: Jenn Schuster - office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven - custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 



 

THIS WEEK AT FAITH  
 

This Sunday - May 29 

 8:00 a.m. Prayer time - All are welcome 

  Worship Vocalist Practice 

 9:00 a.m. Worship  

 10:30 a.m. Fellowship 

   “Forgotten God” Study 

 10:45 a.m. High School Sunday School 
 

Monday, May 30 

   Memorial Day - Office Closed 

        
Tuesday - May 31 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

    
Wednesday -  June 1  

  5:00 p.m. Executive Officers 

  5:30 p.m. Properties Team 

    Capital Campaign Team 

    Stewardship Team 

  6:00 p.m. Worship Vocalist Practice 

  7:00 p.m. Worship Team 
 

Thursday - June 2  

  8:30 a.m. Coffee - Join us! 

  1:00 p.m. Loopy Ladies 

  5:30 p.m. Children’s Ministry Team 

  7:00 p.m. Order of St. Luke 
 

Friday, June 3 

  7:00 p.m. Middle School & High School Lock-In Begins 
 

Saturday - June 4 

  7:30 a.m. Middle School & High School Lock-In Ends 

    Men’s Bible Study 
 

Sunday - June 5    
  8:00 a.m. Prayer time - All are welcome  

    Worship Vocalist Practice 

  9:00 a.m. Worship  

                       10:30 a.m. Fellowship 

    Congregational Forum 

    “Forgotten God” Study  

 10:45 a.m. High School Sunday School 


