A MAZING M OMS
WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Inviting all people to faith . . . Come and Worship - Go and Work
Pastor - Lee Laaveg I Ministers - All
Phone 580-4316
March 11, 2018

Follow us:

2912 Hwy Blvd N
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Email us at: faithlutheran@smunet.net
Catch us on the Web: www.faithlutheranspencer.com
@flcspencer | Like us on Facebook!
Faith Lutheran Church LCMC

Watch us on SMU: Mondays @ 8:30 p.m. I Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m.

Prelude
Opening Song - “You Never Let Go”
Welcome
Prayer
Song - “Bind Us Together”
*Invocation:
We meet in the strong name of our God.
We praise you Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
*Litany:
Lord, you are the Source of Life, and the Father of all the living;
We are grateful for your love and the truth that we belong to you.

Forgive us when we act like orphans, rebels, or prodigals;
We call on you as our “Abba,” and we ask your forgiveness.
Teach us to live in your grace to build households of faith;
Teach us to love and forgive each other.
Fill our homes with your Holy Spirit,
Shape the relationships of our lives to reflect your kingdom of love.
In the name of Jesus, transform all that needs healing within us,
In the power of His grace, help us live with joy and faith. Amen.
*Prayer of the Day
Lord God, it is your glory that you call individual people to obey your will to
accomplish your plans in this world. Teach us to listen for your voice. Give us the
will to obey. Give us the hearts of servants. In our homes, pour out your Spirit to
use our lives as strong lights of hope for your kingdom. We are your
bondservants, Jesus. Amen.
First Lesson - Exodus 2:1-10
Second Lesson - 1 Samuel 1:1-18

*Gospel - Luke 1:26-38
Children’s Message
Special Music - “You Lead” - Courtney and Mia Schwartz
Sermon - “Amazing Moms”
Offertory Song - “Power Of Your Love”

(Offering will be received at this time)

*Offertory Response - “I’m Forever Grateful”
*Offertory Prayer:
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Confession of Faith
Prayers of the Church
*Sharing of the Peace
*Lord’s Prayer
*Blessing

*Closing Song - “Get Down”
Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Please stand if you are able.

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS THIS MORNING!
Whether you are from across town or out-of-state, your presence is a blessing to us.
When the Friendship Pad is passed down the row, please fill it out so we may connect
with you. Thank you for joining us today!

First Lesson - Exodus 2:1-10
1Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, 2and she became pregnant
and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three
months. 3But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and
coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the
reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4His sister stood at a distance to see what would
happen to him. 5Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her
attendants were walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds
and sent her female slave to get it. 6She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying,
and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. 7Then his sister
asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the
baby for you?” 8“Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother.
9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay
you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him. 10When the child grew older, she
took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses
saying, “I drew him out of the water.”
Second Lesson - 1 Samuel 1:1-18
1There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim,
whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of
Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other
Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none. 3Year after year this man
went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to the LORD Almighty at Shiloh, where
Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the LORD. 4Whenever the day
came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah
and to all her sons and daughters. 5But to Hannah he gave a double portion because
he loved her, and the LORD had closed her womb. 6Because the LORD had closed
Hannah’s womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her. 7This went on year
after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the LORD, her rival provoked her
till she wept and would not eat. 8Her husband Elkanah would say to her, “Hannah, why
are you weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don’t I mean
more to you than ten sons?” 9Once when they had finished eating and drinking in
Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost of
the LORD’s house. 10In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the LORD, weeping bitterly.
11And she made a vow, saying, “LORD Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s
misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will
give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his
head.” 12As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13Hannah was
praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought
she was drunk 14and said to her, “How long are you going to stay drunk? Put away

your wine.” 15“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply
troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD.
16Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my
great anguish and grief.” 17Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel
grant you what you have asked of him.” 18She said, “May your servant find favor in
your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer
downcast.
Gospel - Luke 1:26-38
26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth,
a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29Mary was greatly
troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30But the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his
father David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will
never end.” 34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35The
angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36Even
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to
be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37For no word from God will ever fail.” 38“I
am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the
angel left her.

Pastor’s Ponderings . . .
1.

What is the greatest threat to the safety and well-being of our children in our American society?

2.

Have you ever feared for the safety of your children, grandchildren, or nieces and nephews? What did you do?

3.

Do you recall a longing of your heart which became your prayer request to God for many years? How did it impact your
faith, or your sense of God’s Spirit within you?

4.

Have you ever experienced a miracle as the result of your prayers?

5.

Have you ever wondered if one of your children or your grandchildren or your relatives would become a significant
leader in God’s church or God’s kingdom? How does that possibility change one’s approach to parenting?
Grandparenting?

6.

What do you find most amazing about the story of the Virgin Mary visited by Gabriel?

7.

In what ways are the lives of every believer like Mary?

8.

What gives you the most joy in your faith life?

Faith Lutheran’s
Easter Garden
Daisy Mums
$15 per plant

Blooming Perennials
$20 per plant

Rieger Begonia
$25 per plant

Kalanchoe
$25 per plant

Easter Lily
$15 per plant

Tulips
$20 per plant

Name __________________________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________________________________________
In memory of ____________________________________________________________________

In memory of ____________________________________________________________________
In honor of ______________________________________________________________________
In honor of ______________________________________________________________________
Rieger Begonia - $25/plant: ______________

Total $ _____________________________

Daisy Mum - $15/plant: __________________

Make checks payable to
Faith Lutheran Church and earmark
them “Easter Garden!” All plants will
have the pots wrapped in foil.

Blooming Perennial - $20/plant: __________
Kalanchoe - $25/plant: __________________
Blooming Tulips - $20/plant: ______________
Easter Lily - $15/plant: ____________________

Turn in your order form
with payment to the box on the
Welcome Center Desk.

March 11
March 12
March 14

Luke Ketcham
Kim Rye
Duane Harris
Sierra Ruhs
Austin Klett
Stu Christians
Mark Heilman
Lee Ketcham

March 15
March 16

No anniversaries
to report.
Former Muslim
Now
Serving Jesus

Invitation to
Intercessory
Prayer

Thursday, March 15, from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
with Rev. Dr. Ahmad Agyei

On Thursdays, at noon, all
people in Spencer and our Northwest Iowa
area are invited to the Atlas building,
816 S. Grand Ave., for
“Thursday Noon Fasting and Praying.” It is
through the noon hour, however, you are
welcome to spend as much time as you can.
This is an ecumenical gathering of Christians.
The goal is to lift up our community, our
churches, our pastors, our leaders and other
Christian Ministries. We ask God for revival in
our area. All are welcome!

Rev. Agyei is a pastor from the city of Kumasi, in
Ghana, West Africa. He travels to conferences in
Europe and the United States, where he speaks on
Islam and Evangelism to members of the Muslim faith.
He also supervises Christian outreach efforts across
Northern Ghana. Rev. Agyei founded the Converted
Muslims Christian Ministry, which became the
Straight-Way Chapel in 1987. The Straight-Way
Chapel is a large congregation in Kumasi which is
predominately comprised of converted Muslims.
There will be books and materials available for
purchase.
Coffee and snacks will be available.

GENERAL OFFERING
AND ATTENDANCE
2018 BUDGET $352,455
GIVING

YEAR
DATE

BALANCE
REMAINING

TO

JANUARY
FEBRUARY

$36,316.47
$21,716.79

$36,316.47
$58,033.26

$316,138.53
$294,421.74

MARCH 1-4

$4,761.67

$62,294.93

$290,160.07

ATTENDANCE

180
183

THANK YOU FOR GENEROUSLY SUPPORTING FAITH IN 2018!

AVG.
AVG.

196

Women’s Bible study will be
Wednesday, March 14 at 1:30 p.m.
All women are invited!
Verses we will discuss are Matthew 5:7 and Matthew 18:21-35 - verses about the
5th beatitude - “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” When
people have hurt or offended us and we choose not to punish them or pay them back for what they have done, we
are showing them mercy. It doesn’t mean we are ignoring what they did to hurt us. It means we are choosing to
exercise the same compassion God has for each one of us. “Mercy” is also compassion for people in need. Do
acts of mercy lead to more acts of mercy? What difference has the mercy of other people made in your life? Who
can you show mercy to this week? Come, take some time away from your busy schedule and join in this
discussion of God’s Word and enjoy some Christian fellowship? See you there!

Worship Volunteers
All current and new worship volunteers are encouraged to attend
information and training meetings with Pastor Lee following
church services from 10:15-10:30 a.m. This will be a time to
review and refresh basics for each role on the following dates:

He Chose The Nails

Today - March 11: Children’s Sermons | March 18: Worship Vocalists

2018 Lenten Series
March 14

Eric Tigges

“Jesus Gives Us His Robe and Access”

March 21

Stu Christians

“Jesus Speaks Our Language.
Jesus Lets Us Choose”

March 29

Maundy Thursday

Eric Patten - “Jesus Understands Our Pain”
First Communion Celebration

March 30

Good Friday

Pastor Lee - “Jesus Loves Us Forever”

Wednesdays, February 21 - March 21
5:30 p.m. Lenten Potluck
6:30 p.m. - All Lenten Services

Wrapped
In Love
Weighted Blankets

Workshop
Saturday, March 17  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Enjoy coffee and lunch times for
fun, fellowship and a Faith mission project!

Faith Life Together

The March edition of Faith Life Together is
out and has a new home! You can find copies of
the current edition in a pouch on the East side of the
bulletin board cube by the Welcome Center Desk!
The next Faith Lutheran
Council meeting will be
Sunday, March 25, following
service. The Church Office is
asking to have all team reports turned in by
Tuesday, March 20. Packet printing will be done on
Thursday, March 22.

Building
Households
of Faith
March 18:

The Family of God

Welcome
new members on
Sunday, April 22!
New member orientation will be
April 15 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. with a
noon meal served for class members
and their sponsors.

TEAM
Restoration
Ministries
Lynne Gould,
of TEAM Restoration
Ministries, is available, by
appointment, to visit with clients each
Wednesday in Faith’s Library.
Appointments are available from
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
To schedule an appointment,
please call the TEAM Restoration
Ministries office at 515-238-9010.
(TEAM Restoration works
with most insurance companies.)

Community Lenten Lunch and
Worship Services

Jesus Prays:
Drawing Hope
from the Prayer Life
of Jesus

Join us on Wednesdays, Feb. 14 - March 28
at Sacred Heart Church in the Parish Hall
1111 4th Ave. West, Spencer
Lunch service begins at 11:30 a.m.
Meal Cost: $4
Offering will be given to: Feed Our Children
Worship service is from 12:20 to 12:50 p.m.

Thank you to today’s:
Worship Leader
Instrumentalists
Vocalists
Scripture Reader
Children’s Message
Prayers of the Church
Nursery
Camera
Computer
Sound
Lead Tech
Fellowship Hosts
Greeters/Ushers
Offering Counters

Eric Tigges
Denise Laaveg, Kevin Skadeland, Jared Hansen
Ross and Beth Brockshus, Lisa Buchan
Kyle Rouse
Pastor Lee
Jim Paulsen
Leah Heikens
Cindy Tigges
Becky Simons
Cheryl Stueven
Lori Krei
Paul and Kris Behrens, Kim Rye, Greg Lear
Set up: Kris Behrens
Lee and Nancy Ketcham, Doug and Courtney Schwartz
Larry Wigen, Jolynne Eilts, Becky Simons

Wednesday, March 14, 2018
Worship Leader
Pastor Lee
Instrumentalists
Denise Laaveg
Scripture Reader
Reid Tigges
Computer
Kay Iversen
Sound
Lead Tech
Lori Krei
Fellowship
Cindy Essick, Rhonda Vreeman
Greeters/Ushers
Peggy Olson, Julie Williams

Faith Lutheran Church Staff:
Pastor: Lee Laaveg - pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com
Custodian: Rich Stueven - custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com
Technology Director: Lori Krei - techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com
Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven - office@faithlutheranspencer.com
Worship Director: Denise Laaveg - worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com
Church Administrator: Lori Krei - office@faithlutheranspencer.com
Director of Children & Youth: Eric Patten - cymdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com

Next Sunday, March 18, 2018
Worship Leader
Ross Brockshus
Instrumentalists
Denise Laaveg, Kevin Skadeland, Jared Hansen
Vocalists
Sophie Behrens, Ashley Vreeman
Scripture Reader
Kay Iversen
Children’s Message
Dodo and Emu
Prayers of the Church
Dave Simington
Nursery
Carissa Doran
Altar Prep
Lora Johnson, Shirley Nelson
Communion Servers
Dave and Linda Susie, Denise Lovitt, Joy Kelsch
Prayer Intercessors
Steve and Theone Quattlebaum, Keith and Diane Van Kleek
Camera
Becky Simons
Computer
Cheryl Stueven
Sound
Nathan McKenney
Lead Tech
Lori Krei
Fellowship Hosts
Nancy Ketcham, Joan Unrau, Jim and Lisa Carpenter
Set up: Joan Unrau
Greeters/Ushers
Patricia Rohmiller, Kevin Swancutt, Eric and Cindy Tigges
Offering Counters
Becky Simons, Kay Iversen, Barb Solberg

Don’t forget to direct
Thrivent Choice Dollars®
Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have been
designated Choice Dollars, have until March 29, 2018,
to direct any remaining 2017 Choice Dollars.
Help support the organization of your choice,
including Faith Lutheran, by going to thrivent.com/thriventchoice
to learn more and find program terms and conditions.
Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.
Ways to direct Choice Dollars:
 Log in to your Thrivent account
 Call Thrivent Financial at 1-800-847-4836
 Contact your Thrivent representative
 Complete and mail the Choice Dollars
form found on the Welcome Center Desk

THIS WEEK AT FAITH
Today, Sunday, March 11
8:00 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, March 13
1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 14
1:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Worship Vocalist Rehearsal
Prayer Time - All are welcome!
Worship
Fellowship - Immediately following Worship
Children’s Sunday School
Del Brockshus’ Journey Team, Discipleship Room
1st Communion Class
Staff Meeting
Women’s Small Group Bible Study
LifeKids
Lenten Potluck
Lenten Worship
Worship Vocalist Rehearsal
Confirmation
High School Youth Group Meets

Thursday, March 15
8:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

Coffee Group Meets (All are welcome!)
“Former Muslim Now Serving Jesus” - Rev. Dr. Ahmad Agyei
Prayer Shawl Ministry Meets (Loopy Ladies)

Saturday, March 17
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study
Wrapped In Love Work Day

Sunday, March 18
8:00 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Worship Vocalist Rehearsal
Prayer Time - All are welcome!
Worship
Fellowship - Immediately following Worship
Children’s Sunday School
Del Brockshus’ Journey Team, Discipleship Room
1st Communion Class
Stu & Lori Christians’ Journey Team, Discipleship Room

