
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church 

Inviting all people to faith . . . Come and Worship - Go and Work 

Pastor - Lee Laaveg  I  Ministers - All         

Phone  580-4316                                       2912 Hwy. Blvd. N. 

March 26, 2017                                                Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Email us at: faithlutheran@smunet.net   

Catch us on the Web: www.faithlutheranspencer.com  

Like us on Facebook!       Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: Mondays @ 8:30 p.m.  I  Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m. 



Prelude 

Opening Song - “Your Grace Is Enough” 

Welcome (Thank you for filling out the Friendship Pad and passing it down the row today) 

Temple Talk - Ryan Crew 

Opening Prayer 

Song - “The Old Rugged Cross”  vs. 1 & 3 

Litany of the Cross: 

 We meet in the strong name of our God; 
 We praise and welcome you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

 The cross of Jesus tells us how much God hates sin and evil. 
 The cross of Jesus tells us how much God loves each of us. 

 

 A holy God could not ignore our sin; 
 So God offered up His only Son to take the punishment we deserve. 

 

 Jesus died in our place; 
 The life He sacrificed and the blood He shed atones for all our sin. 

 

 The cross tells us daily that God has reconciled us into a relationship; 
 The cross shows us that God stands with open arms to welcome and forgive. 

 

 Lord God, we are sinners needing your grace; 
 Have mercy on us and forgive us for Jesus’ sake. 

 

 Praise God for the blood red cross of Christ; 
 Praise God for His grace and mercy. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day:  
 Lord Jesus, on the cross you sacrificed your life and shed your blood for our 

 redemption. You could have called ten thousand angels to set you free.  

 Instead, you willingly surrendered to your executioners, so that we might be 

 reconciled to God. We owe you a debt which can never be repaid. Today we 

 reaffirm our faith in you as our Savior from sin and the Lord of our lives. Thank 

 you for the cross of Calvary and the blood red river of your grace, flowing to us 

 for the forgiveness of all our sin. Your name is holy, Jesus. Amen. 

 

Lessons - Exodus 12:1-13, Hebrews 9:11-22  



 

Gospel - John 1:19-20, 23, 29, 35-36  (Please stand if you are able) 

 

Children’s Message  

 

Song - “How Deep the Father's Love For Us”   

 

Sermon - “Embraced in the Darkness”    

 

Offertory Song - “At the Cross (Love Ran Red)” (Offering will be received at this time) 

 

Offertory Response - “I’m Forever Grateful” 

 

Offertory Prayer: 
 Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, 

 our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 

 them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Confession of Faith 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Blessing 

 

Song - “Nothing But the Blood”   

 

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 
 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS THIS MORNING!  
                                                

Whether you are from across town or out-of-state, your presence is a blessing to us. 

When the Friendship Pad is passed down the row, please fill it out so we may connect 

with you. Thank you for joining us today! 



Lesson - Exodus 12:1-13 

1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first 

month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the 

tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each 

household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with 

their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. 

You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each 

person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and 

you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the 

fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must 

slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the 

sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same 

night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread 

made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a 

fire - with the head, legs and internal organs. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if 

some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak 

tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in 

haste; it is the LORD’s Passover.  

12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both 

people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 
13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the 

blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 

 

Lesson - Hebrews 9:11-22 

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here,
[ he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with 

human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means 

of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by 

his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and 

the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so 

that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 

consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 



In celebration of our new outside cross, the Music & Creative Arts Team along 

with the Evangelism Team have purchased a window cling for each family of 

Faith. You can pick up your cling at a table in the back. The 

clings have name labels so we can insure each Faith family 

receives one. 

The clings stick to the inside of a window. If your family would 

like additional clings, they will be available to purchase for              

$3 each.  

CLING TO THE CROSS AND LET YOUR FAITH SHOW THROUGH! 

15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called 

may receive the promised eternal inheritance - now that he has died as a ransom to 

set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

16 In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 

17 because a will is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while 

the one who made it is living. 18 This is why even the first covenant was not put into 

effect without blood. 19 When Moses had proclaimed every command of the law to all 

the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and 

branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. 20 He said, “This is the 

blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.” 21 In the same 

way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its 

ceremonies. 22 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, 

and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

 

Gospel - John 1:19-20, 23, 29, 35-36 
19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and 

Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am 

not the Messiah.” 23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of 

one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 29 The next day 

John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world! 35 The next day John was there again with two of his 

disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 



Lutheran World Relief    “BASKETS OF PROMISE” 

During the season of Lent, we are taking part in the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Project.  

These “Baskets of Promise” are personal care kits that go to people around the world who are 

victims of war, displacement and poverty.  

Your help is needed for the supplies of these kits. They are: 

 Light weight, dark colored bath towels (27” x 52”) 

 4 - 5 oz. bar of soap (any brand) 

 Adult size toothbrush (in its original package) 

 Metal nail clipper (attached file is optional) 

Congratulations to Kevin & Heidi Skadeland on               

their marriage, March 10, 2017.  

Congratulat ions to  
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Skadeland! 

 

COME JOIN US FOR A  

NINE-SESSION STUDY OF 

EPHESIANS WITH                        

J.D. GREER!  

March 26 –  Lesson 1 

April 2 –  Lesson 2 

April 9 –  Lesson 3 

April 23 –  Lesson 4 

April 30 –  Lesson 5 

May 7 –  Lesson 6 

May 14 –  Lesson 7 

May 21 –  Lesson 8 

June 4 –  Lesson 9 (conclusion) 

THIS IS JUST A SAMPLE OF WHAT’S 

AVAILABLE ON RIGHT NOW MEDIA!     

TRY IT OUT TODAY!  



CONTACT ANN LEAR OR              

ERIC PATTEN IF YOU ARE ABLE      

TO HELP!  

 

BAKE SALE 

SOUTHPARK MALL 

Saturday, April 8 

10:00 A.M. 

Proceeds to go to the            

LifeKids after school program  

NEW  

MEMBER  

CLASSES  

IF YOU HAVE BEEN WORSHIPPING 

WITH US AND HAVE A DESIRE TO 

BECOME A MEMBER OF FAITH, 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR NEW 

MEMBER CLASSES: 

SUNDAY - APRIL 2 

SUNDAY - APRIL 9 

SUNDAY - APRIL 23 

NEW MEMBERS WILL BE RECEIVED 

ON APRIL 30. 

CONTACT THE CHURCH 

OFFICE TO SIGN UP!  



   Mar. 26  Morgan Webb 
 Mar. 28  Nathaniel McKenney 
 Mar. 29 Korrie Anderson 
   Bill Frederick 
 Mar. 30 Lisa Buchan 
   Arlene Fairchild 
 Apr.   1 Emily Campbell 
   LaVonne Clark 

No Anniversaries to report for 
March 26 through Apri l 1 .  

TO . . . TO . . . 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

                          2017 GENERAL OFFERING AND ATTENDANCE  

                                     2017 BUDGET $343,855   

  MONTHLY YTD BALANCE REMAINING ATTENDANCE 

JAN. $30,622.64 $30,622.64 $313,232.36  181 AVG. 

FEB. $23,497.34 $54,159.98 $289,734.72  174 AVG. 

 

MAR. 5 $6,521.05 $60,681.03 $283,213.67  186 

MAR. 12 $3,411.00 $64,092.03 $279,812.67  155 

MAR. 19 $3,659.00 $67,751.03 $276,153.67  164 

\                       

       Thank you for supporting Faith in 2017!  



We invite all singers to join together to share the song                     
"Raise Your Hands" at the 9:00 a.m. Easter Service.                      

Rehearsals will be following church, 10:15-10:30, on the following 
dates:  March 26, and April 2, 9.  

Questions, call Denise 815-601-4596.   
Come join the praise! PICK-UP MIXED CHOIR  

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have been designated 

Choice Dollars, have until March 31, 2017, to direct any remaining 

2016 Choice Dollars. Help support Faith Lutheran by going to 

Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more and find program terms 

and conditions. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after 

the prompt. 

Don’t forget to direct                            

Thrivent Choice Dollars®  

 

Love   in Action  

As the family of Faith, we will collect a “Love Gift” for Sara Harris and her 

three children on Palm Sunday, April 9. Sara’s husband and father of her 

children died unexpectedly in February.  

Please help shower them with Faith’s love and concern by your generous 

financial support. Thank you for being a part of Faith’s “Love Gift”! 

 

 



Easter Garden  
Lilies - $15 per plant    

Mums, Begonias, Kalanchoe, Tulips, and  

Spring Blooming Perennials - $20 per plant 

Hydrangea - $25 per plant 

(Orders due by Sunday, March 26) 

Name ________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________ 

 

In memory of _________________________________________________________ 

In memory of _________________________________________________________ 

 

In honor of ____________________________________________________________ 

In honor of ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Mum ______    Begonias  _______  Hydrangea ______  Kalanchoe ______     

Tulips _______    Spring Blooming Plant _______   Lily _______ 

 

Total $ ___________ 

Make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church.                                             

Earmark them “Easter Garden” (place forms in the red box in the back of the church) 



Thank you to todays: 

Worship Leader – Eric Tigges 

Instrumentalists - Denise Laaveg, Jared Hansen, Kevin Skadeland 

Vocalists - Sophie Behrens, Gloria McKenney, Ashley Schuster, Ashley Vreeman 

Lector - Brett Eilts 

Children’s Message - Eric Patten 

Prayers of the Church - Gary Klett 

Nursery - Korrie Anderson 

Camera – Nathan McKenney 

Computer – Cheryl Stueven 

Sound – Del Christman 

Lead Tech – Steve Oleson 

Fellowship Hosts - Denise Lovitt, Shirley Nelson, Patricia Rohmiller, Kevin Swancutt 

Greeters/Ushers - Kent, Marci, Erick, and Drew Sandven 
 

 

Next Sunday, April 2: 

Worship Leader – Ross Brockshus 

Instrumentalists - Denise Laaveg, Jared Hansen, Kevin Skadeland 

Vocalists - Nola Gafkjen, Sharon Simington, Becky Simons, Carla Vanderberg 

Lector - Del Brockshus 

Children’s Message - Pastor Lee 

Prayers of the Church - LaVonne Clark 

Altar Prep - Carolyn Christofferson, Alice Nielsen 

Communion Servers - Norm & Alice Nielsen, Eric & Cindy Tigges, Gluten Free: Lisa Buchan 

Prayer Intercessors - Al & Carla Vanderberg, Steve & Deb Zitterich 

Nursery - Pam Livasy 

Camera – Kevin Swancutt 

Computer – Kay Iversen 

Sound – Nathan McKenney 

Lead Tech – Lori Krei 

Fellowship Hosts - Duane & Pam Harris, Dave & Linda Susie, Set-up: Linda Susie 

Greeters/Ushers - Ken & Cheryl Hessenius, Doug, Courtney, Sydney, & Mia Schwartz 

Faith Lutheran Church Staff: 

Pastor: Lee Laaveg - pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Administrator / Financial Secretary: Jenn Schuster - office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven - custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Director of Children & Youth: Eric Patten - cymdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei - techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg - worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com  



THIS  WEEK AT  FAITH  

 
 

Today - March 26 

   8:00 a.m. Worship Vocalist Practice 

   8:30 a.m. Prayer time - All are welcome 

   9:00 a.m. Worship  

 10:00 a.m. Fellowship  

 10:15 a.m. Pick-Up Mixed Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m. Sunday School - Children  

    “Book of Ephesians” Bible Study - Discipleship Room 

    Informational Meeting about Vietnam Mission Trip

    - Ryan Crew 

  6:00-8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 

Tuesday - March 28 

   1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting  

 
Wednesday - March 29 

                         11:30 a.m. Community Lenten Lunch & Worship @ Sacred Heart 

   3:30 p.m. LifeKids 

   5:30 p.m. Lenten Potluck 

   5:45 p.m. First Communion Class - Discipleship Room 

   6:30 p.m. Lenten Worship 

   7:00 p.m. Worship Vocalist Practice 

 
Thursday - March 30 

   8:30 a.m. Coffee Group - Join us!  
 

Saturday - April 1 

   7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 
Sunday - April 2 
   8:00 a.m. Worship Vocalist Practice  

   8:30 a.m. Prayer Time - All are welcome 

   9:00 a.m. Worship  

 10:00 a.m. Fellowship 

 10:15 a.m. Pick-Up Mixed Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 a.m. Sunday School - Children 

  “Book of Ephesians” Bible Study - Discipleship Room 

  


