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Faith Life 

Together 

See page 3 for more “Events” 

 Feb. 1: 8:30 a.m. Coffee Group - All 

are Welcome 

 1:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 

meets 

 5:30 p.m. Children’s Ministry meets 

 6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry meets 

 Feb 3: 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Altar Prep meets 

 Feb. 7: 5:15 p.m. Properties Team 

meets 

 5:30 p.m. Executive Officers meet 

 7:00 p.m. Worship Team meets 

 Feb. 8: 8:30 a.m. Coffee Group - All 

are Welcome 

 5:30 p.m. Missions Team meets 

 Feb. 9-11: Marriage Retreat at 

Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible 

Camp 

 Feb. 11: Ingham Okoboji Lutheran 

Bible Camp Sunday featuring a 

Temple talk and video 

 11:00 a.m. Crew Strong CPR 

Benefit Fundraiser 

By now you know, Ash  
Wednesday and Valentine’s Day 
fall on the same day this year. 
What at first seems an odd  
occurrence quickly changes to a 
wonderful reminder of Christ’s 
love for each of us!  
 
The last time Ash Wednesday 
and Valentine’s Day were on the 
same day was in 1945. This  
combination of days is a great 
opportunity to remember our 
loved ones including our Lord  
Jesus Christ. 
  
Valentine’s Day began as a  
remembrance of priests. One  
story is that Valentine performed 
Christian marriages in Rome 
which was against Roman law. 
That activity landed him in prison. 
His evangelism in prison  
eventually led to his death. Over 
time, the remembrance has  
focused less on Valentine and 
more on Cupid and other  
symbols of love.  
 
Jesus’ death on the cross is  
remembered through all of history 
because He cared, He loved, He 
gave His life. He tells us if we  
focus on Him and, live in Him, 
and trust Him we will be changed 

and will gain eternal life. Lent is a 
great reminder to focus our 
hearts on things above, on  
redemption, and on Christ who 
loved us and gave up His life for 
us. How fitting it is to recognize 
Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s 
Day together! 
 
When will these special  
occasions land on the same day 
again? The next time is in 2024 
and 2029. That’s it for this  
century!  
 

Jesus Christ loved us so very 
much he lived with us then  
endured mental and physical pain 
to save us. There truly is no 
greater love!  
 
God’s Blessings to you as we  
enter the Lent season. 

VISIT US ONLINE: www.faithlutheranspencer.com 
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Faith Lutheran Church Staff: 
 

Pastor: Lee Laaveg 

pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 
 

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg 

worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com  
 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei  

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 
 

Custodian: Rich Stueven  

custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 
 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 

techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 
 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven  

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 
 

Director of Children & Youth: Eric Patten 

cymdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 
 

 

 

Email us at: faithlutheran@smunet.net  

Catch us on the Web: www.faithlutheranspencer.com  

Like us on       Facebook! 

Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: 

Mondays @ 8:30 p.m. I Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m. 

A Month for Love 
Perhaps we all begin to feel the winter 

doldrums about now.  Tired of the cold, tired 

of shoveling snow, tired of shorter days of 

sunlight.  What’s the solution?  Love! 

 

This month in our worship, as we continue to 

unpack “Building Households of Faith,” we will 

zero in on love relationships, especially 

married love relationships.  We will explore 

love and intimacy, faithfulness and 

forgiveness, honesty and mutual service, and 

the difference the Spirit makes in it all.  We 

always pray that Faith’s worship will be 

meaningful and faith-building. 

 

Love!  What can be more vivid to explore love 

than to focus again on the cross of Jesus as 

Lent begins?  Valentine’s Day 

is also Ash Wednesday.  We 

will bear the mark of the cross, 

reminding us that life is short, 

but that we belong to God.  

This Lent we will hear from five 

lay people on Wednesdays, 

dipping into Max Lucado’s 

book He Chose the Nails. 

  

Dark and cold?  Let’s warm up by celebrating 

love! 

 

In His great love, 

Pastor Lee Laaveg

From the 
Pastor’s  
 Desk 

For more information, 

please watch the Sunday morning bulletins. 

Join us for this fundraising event 

complete with a meal and good 

fellowship on Sunday, Feb. 11 from  

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Menu: Pulled pork on a bun, beans, 

chips, a dessert and drink. 



 

 

For more events and current times and listings, please 

go to: www.faithlutheranspencer.com/events 
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 Feb. 12: 6:30 p.m. Emergency Response 

Training - open to the congregation 

 Feb. 14 - Ash Wednesday: 3:30 p.m. LifeKids 

 No Confirmation/ HS Youth Group 

 6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

 7:30 p.m. Council meeting 

 7:30 p.m. Worship Vocalist Rehearsal 

 Feb. 15: 8:30 a.m. Coffee Group - All are  

Welcome 

 1:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry meets 

 Feb. 17: 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Wrapped In Love  

workday 

 Feb. 18: 9:00 a.m. Worship service 

 10:30 a.m. Sunday School 

 10:30 a.m. First Communion classes begin 

 Feb. 20: 1:00 p.m. Staff meeting 

 12:30 p.m. Homeschool Valentine’s Party 

 Feb. 21: 5:30 p.m. Lenten Potluck 

 6:30 p.m. Lenten Service 

 7:15 p.m. Worship Vocalist Rehearsal 

 7:15 p.m. Confirmation 

 Feb. 22: 8:30 a.m. Coffee Group - All are  

Welcome 

 6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry meets 

 Feb. 23: 7:00 a.m. Work As Worship Retreat 

 March Faith Life Together items due 

 Feb. 27: 10:00 a.m. Mission Work Day 

 1:00 p.m. Staff meeting 

 Feb. 28: 5:30 p.m. Lenten Potluck 

 6:30 p.m. Lenten Service 

 7:15 p.m. Worship Vocalist Rehearsal 

 7:15 p.m. Confirmation 

 March 2: World Day of Prayer 

 March 3: 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 8:30 a.m. Journey Team Retreat 

Be a living example of the 

gospel while at work or away 

from home! 
 

Many people spend a great deal of time at work, or 

outside the home, and yet they don’t see how their 

work intersects with their faith. 
 

We might spend two hours of our week at the 

church building or in a small group. This kind of 

worship is biblical and a vital rhythm in the life of a 

Christian. But during the other 166 hours of our week, 

we have just as much potential to worship the God 

who created us. Our time at church and small group 

should launch us out into the world - which includes 

the marketplace - prepared to take the hope of 

Jesus with us. 
 

 

That is why we invite you to join us Friday, Feb. 23, to 

learn from 11 influential business leaders and pastors 

on what it looks like to connect faith and work. 
 

Walk away filled with real-life stories, biblical 

teachings and practical wisdom that will equip 

you, believers in the marketplace, to see your work 

as an opportunity to care for your families, fulfill your 

calling and bring glory to God. 
  

Friday February 23 ~ 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Only $25! Learn more or register today at 

www.workasworshipretreat.org 

Questions? Contact us at 712.580.4316 

https://rightnow.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f67c841bc95397048515cb34&id=79b3449440&e=df8d12522d
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February Birthdays  

February Anniversaries 

February 1 Cassie Simcox 

February 3 Jan Jopkins 

February 4 Lisa Carpenter 

February 5 Rich Riedemann 

 Linda Trierweiler 

 Sheila Weeks 

February 6 Janell Holstad 

February 7 Trista Jorgensen 

 Keri Voit 

 Sharon Woodford 

February 9 Barb Solberg 

February 10 Kirby Fueston 

 Brady Vanderberg 

February 11 Norm Halverson 

February 13 Marcene Briest 

 Sylvia Dehrkoop 

February 14 Leah Lupkes 

February 15 Norma Larsen 

February 18 Jamie Rouse 

February 19 Anne Rosendahl 

 Colleen Rouse 

February 21 Sharon Anderson 

 Eric Patten 

 Roydal Woodford 

February 24 David Edmonds 

February 26 Darrel Heckathorn 

February 27 Eldren Holstad 

February 28 Leora Riedemann 

February 3 Mike and Linda Trierweiler 

February 16 Joe and Rachel Simington 

TEAM Restoration Ministries 
 

Lynne Gould, of TEAM Restoration Ministries, is available, by 

appointment, to visit with clients each Wednesday in Faith’s Library. 

Appointments are available from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 

To schedule an appointment, please call the 

TEAM Restoration Ministries office at 515-238-9010. 
 

(TEAM Restoration works with most insurance companies.) 

Building 

Households 

of Faith 

Worship Series 

February 4:  God’s First Marriage 
 

February 11:  Two Are Better Than One 
 

February 18:  The Greatest Love 
 

February 25:  Serve Each Other in Love 
 

March 4:  Blessing the Children 
 

March 11:  Amazing Moms 
 

March 18:  The Family of God 
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President Karen Brandt recommended the 

council amend Faith’s by-laws to dissolve the 

Communications Ministry Team based on  

recent changes in Faith’s organizational  

structure. Motion to accept this  

recommendation was made by Dennis Larson 

and second was made by Larry Wigen. 

Motion carried unanimously. With the new or-

ganizational structure, the library part of Com-

munications Team will move to the Discipleship 

Team and the remainder of the Communica-

tions will function through the office.

B. 

 

C. The Statement of the Endowment Program was 

reviewed. A motion to adopt Faith Endowment 

and Memorial Funds with amended wording on 

page 1 to include Faith Lutheran Church a  

congregation of the association of LCMC The 

motion was made by Dennis Larson and a  

second from Barb Solberg. Motion was carried 

unanimously. 

D. Reminder of the congregational meeting on 

Sunday January 28th, following worship services.  
 

Meeting was adjourned with a closing prayer  

offered by Pastor Lee. 
 

Respecfully submitted,  

 



 Faith Lutheran Mission Team 
 

Mission Spotlight 

1. Abrahamson family  

2. Atlas of Spencer 

3. China Service Ventures  

4. Faith Mission Trips  

5. Grand Avenue Community Outreach

(formerly Dream Center)  

6. Ingham Chapel in Wallingford 

7. Laborers with Christ  

 

8. LCMC  

9. Lutheran Asian Ministries  

10. Operation Serve International 

11. Reaching the Unreached West Africa 

12. World Mission Prayer League – Ekka family 

13. Wycliffe Bible Translators Louis and Jane 

Faulstich 

14. Van Wyk – until April of 2018 when our 

commitment is complete 

Our 2018 Mission Partners: 
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Faith Mission Team 

Donna & Tracy Bengston, 

Tracy Coleman, Pam Harris and Joannie Loring 

World Mission Prayer League 
 

The World Mission Prayer League (WMPL) is a 

Lutheran organization with headquarters in 

Minneapolis, MN. They have workers in 20 countries 

throughout the world along with a team dedicated 

to supporting the work that happens throughout the 

world. They embrace a rich heritage that flows from 

the passionate witness of Christians faithful to the 

call of Jesus. They are committed to know Christ, 

pray for His kingdom, and share the gospel and 

themselves with those who don’t know Him. Their 

passion is to evangelize the world where ever 

people don’t know Jesus as their savior.  
 

“We must have it as our aim to bring the gospel to 

the very last man. Wherever there are people who 

have not heard the gospel, to them we must go, no 

matter how few in number they may be.” — Ernest 

Weinhardt, WMPL Founder 
 

 To do that, WMPL has 100 missionaries in 20 

countries around the 

world along with a 

team dedicated to 

supporting the work 

that happens 

throughout the world. 

We were privileged to 

have the Ekka family 

join us in worship last 

summer and share their stories. Neeraj and Nijhar 

serve the Lord by equipping the next generation of 

servant-leaders at Navin Doman Theological 

College near Ranchi, India. They are able to serve, 

in part, because of your prayers, financial 

contributions, and a strategic partnership with the 

North Western Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(India).The College was established in 2007 and is 

already training pastors, evangelists, missionaries, 

and lay leaders from several states throughout the 

region. Please pray for the accreditation process 

(with the Asia Theological Association) and the 

development of a 10,000 volume library. 
 

WMPL is unique in the approach to raising funds to 

support these missionaries. It does not ask for funds 

directly or conduct campaigns but rather prays for 

God to supply the necessary means through 

individual donations to send missionaries around the 

world. In 2017, your giving to Faith’s general fund 

has enabled the Mission Team to distribute over 

$40,000 to the ministries that we support including 

WMPL. If you would like to read more about WMPL 

and the missionaries around the world, you can 

access their web site at wmpl.org.  
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Happy New Year everyone! 

  

January has brought the start-up of all our children 

and youth activities: Sunday School, Confirmation, 

High School Youth Group, and LifeKids. With the 

beginning of our children’s activities, I reflect on 

how we are growing our children and youth in the 

Lord, and what it takes to see the next generation 

grow up as Christ followers. I believe we have some 

great ministries happening here at Faith, and great 

leaders and people of faith are influencing our 

children and youth. Within that paradigm, there will 

always be the core development of a child’s 

beliefs… the home! How can we as followers of 

Christ raise Godly children through our everyday 

practices at home? 

 

I offer several ideas that can be foundational 

routines to raising children and youth in Christ. 

 

1. Have a sit down meal with your children at least 

3-5 times a week. Use those times to have 

meaningful talk with your children about daily 

life. 

 Studies have shown that having a sit down meal, 

which involves meaningful and real conversation of 

what’s happening in life, will greatly impact the 

youth’s development, habits, and character 

formation. 

   

2. Create in your own life rhythms of Bible study and 

prayer. 

 Kids can “catch” faith by watching you live a life 

a faith, and showing them 

how. I once read 

testimonies from the 

children of a family, after 

the kids became adults. 

Without knowing each 

other’s answer, they all 

said the greatest influence 

on their faith was when 

they woke up in the morning and saw their mother 

reading the Bible before breakfast time, which she 

regularly did. 

 

3. Put faith into action, together. 

 Faith must be real to kids. When you live a 

faithful life to God together, they see authenticity 

from you, and that faith has meaning in our 

everyday lives. Faith in action means serving others 

with the heart of Christ, forgiving each other 

because Christ forgives us, worshiping together as 

a family, praying together, and living out the fruit of 

the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) through the power of 

the Spirit working through us. Live a life of faith 

together as a family.  

 

I end with this. What are your FAITH GOALS for 

2018? How will Christ be in your home in 2018? 

Eric Patten 

From the Desk of  

Eric Patten

Marriage Celebration Retreat 
February 9-11 

Whether you’ve been married many years or just one year, life happens. Things change. We change. Join us 

and take time to laugh, remember, and re-vision your marriage together. Enjoy a wonderful weekend with a 

banquet dinner, breakfast in bed, evening entertainment, and great sessions. 
 

Greg and Amanda Jorgensen have lived in the Lakes Area their entire life. They have two daughters and two 

sons. They enjoy going out for coffee or supper with friends, campfires, and road trips. They also have a 

passion for discussing the topics of marriage, family and relationships. 
 

Sessions throughout the weekend will mix in Biblical teaching with large and small group discussion. Most 

importantly, you and your spouse will have time to get alone to discuss these topics and pray. 
 

Discussion Topics will include these and others:·Marriage: The What? Why? and How?; The Issues: Conflict, 

Forgiveness and The Gospel; and Practical Matters: Communication, Roles, Sexuality, Family. 
 

For more information or to register, please see the brochures on the Welcome Center Desk. 



 

Faith Lutheran Church 

2912 Highway Blvd. 

Spencer, IA 51301 

To: 
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February 14 Ash Wednesday 

Pastor Lee - “Jesus Bears Our Darkness” 

 

February 21 Pam Hanson 

“Jesus Loved to Become One of Us/ 

Jesus Will Never Abandon or Forsake Us” 

  

February 28 Dave & Linda Susie 

“Jesus Speaks Forgiveness” 

 

March 7 Karol Gafkjen 

“Jesus Redeems Us to Hold Us Fast” 

2018 Lenten Series 

Wednesdays, February 21 - March 21 
5:30 p.m. Lenten Potluck 

 

6:30 p.m. - All Lenten Services 

March 14 Eric Tigges 

“Jesus Gives Us His Robe and Access” 

 

March 21 Stu Christians 

“Jesus Speaks Our Language. Jesus Lets Us 

Choose” 

March 29 Maundy Thursday 

Eric Patten - “Jesus Understands Our Pain” 

 

March 30 Good Friday 

Pastor Lee - “Jesus Loves Us Forever” 


