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BUILDING FAITH … Loving
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2016 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Our Mission & Vision
Inviting all People to Faith – Come and Worship – Go and Work
Faith is not just any church. We started in 2010 with a new calling from God,
and we’ve grown from 90 people crowded into a classroom visioning what a church
should be to now 300 people regularly gathering to praise, worship, love, serve, and
go out to spread the good news.
Faith has experienced significant growth in our early years creating a number
of important opportunities. In 2014 Faith Lutheran began a Strategic Planning
process and the congregation reviewed and approved several specific goals. The
Building Faith Campaign is a result of the Strategic Plan and seeks to continue the
momentum allowing Faith to better Love and Serve our people, our community and
our world for Jesus Christ.
The Building Faith Campaign will first and foremost focus on encouraging each
of us to build our personal Faith in Jesus Christ. Beginning and bathed in prayer we
will seek God’s guidance all along this faith journey.

Building Faith
Building our Faith in Jesus Christ
Building and Loving our Youth as they grow in Faith and Character
Building and Loving our Families as they grow in Faith and are strengthened
Building and Loving our Seniors as their Faith grows and they are supported
Building and Loving our Community demonstrating Jesus love and compassion
Building and Loving our Future by finishing our building and being debt free
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Reverend Lee Laaveg – Pastor Faith Lutheran Church
Dear family of Faith,
Grace and peace to each of you in the name of Jesus.
Dreams and expectation. A young child in the month of December gazes under a shining
tree in anticipation of opening presents at Christmas. Anticipation. Expectation of joy and
celebration.
Expecting. A young couple married and in love learn that new life is pulsating in her womb.
She is pregnant. They are joyfully waiting to welcome the little one to be born, so they
might love the child. Soon, very soon.
I am expecting too. If you look at my profile, you might think I am pregnant. I am not. But, I
am expecting God to do awesome things in and through the people of Faith. That is my
expectation and hope.
Faith Lutheran is a vibrant, active, generous congregation of committed people eager to
serve Jesus Christ, and impact Spencer and the surrounding area for good. For several years
we have discussed all the ways we hope to grow and deepen in faith. But, we have also
prayed and dreamed for ways to reach beyond ourselves to love people in our community
and area. We live expectant that God’s Spirit is at work, empowering us to pursue the
dreams which we believe God’s Spirit has laid on our hearts.
As Faith launches our “Building Faith . . . Loving People” Capital Campaign, I hope each of
you share the excitement, anticipating how God’s Spirit will stir us to new, great adventures
of faith. I am expectant that the people of Faith will show tremendous generosity in this
second mile effort, just as they have since the origin of our congregation.
It is an exciting way to live: expecting God to do great things through His people of Faith.
So I ask for your commitment to pray for Faith’s ministry together, commit to serve in faith,
and respond with generosity. Together, with God’s help, we will do great things in His
name.
Together in Christ’s power,
Pastor Lee Laaveg
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Bob Fagen – Church Council President

Dear People of Faith,
Watching the creation and growth of Faith Lutheran Church has been an amazing journey
for my wife, Suzie, and I. Seeing a small congregation start out on faith alone six years ago,
to where we are now; over 450 strong. The term “God Thing” rang out over and over again
as God’s plan began to reveal itself. And it is so evident today!
In Faith Lutheran’s short time, I have witnessed things that some thought not possible, to
now, seeing those things come into fruition. All the hard work and long hours that so many
dedicated people put in to take the old Bomgaars Store and transform it into a place where
all can come and worship, is inspiring.
Can anyone forget when God brought Pastor Laaveg to us? Amazing! He leads our
congregation with great guidance and passion from Jesus and is a blessing to all of us. What
about Eric Patten? Have you seen anyone else more caring and dedicated to work with our
youth to bring them closer to God? Of course we have Lori, Jenn, and Rich, all of who are
extremely dedicated to serving the Lord and this congregation.
I challenge each of you to close your eyes and remember where you came from and where
we are today. I vividly remember at an LCMC Conference being held in our church, when Dr.
Gemechis Buba who stood up in front of all those that attended, and passionately spoke out
that we would not only do some amazing things inside our church but also throughout our
city, state, nation as well as throughout the world.
We are now in a place and time to go to the next level. I believe God is guiding us to take
that next step. I ask each of you, as your church council president, to thoughtfully pray for
God’s Spirit to fill you and help guide you on how you fit into our capital campaign.
God’s Peace,

Bob Fagen
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DATE: 7/30/16
RE: A Vision for the Days to Come
TO: The leaders, Pastors and People of Faith Lutheran Church, Spencer, Iowa
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
It was not so long ago that we met to talk about mission, vision and the real purpose of the
Church. I am so grateful that you have worked through that process in prayer, conversation
and discernment and are now ready to begin the adventure to which “vision” will lead. And
even more encouraging is that your vision includes a real desire to bless the people of Spencer
and beyond with the unconditional grace and mercy of Jesus Christ. Because of how God has
designed the church I am confident that your vision will also have world-wide impact!
As a member congregation of Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ you are once again
demonstrating your leadership in our association. By making a commitment to discerning a
Godly vision you are showing others that no matter where we are planted we are instruments of
God’s choosing to be the hands and feet of Christ. But vision without Jesus is only a good idea,
your vision both honors Christ and the world which He died to save.
I am looking forward to returning to Faith to worship with you in November and celebrate with
you what the Lord of the Church is doing in the hearts and minds of the pastors, leaders and
people of Faith!
Sincerely In Christ,

Rev. Mark Vander Tuig
Service Coordinator, LCMC
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August 9, 2016
Dear members of Faith Lutheran Church,
On behalf of Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps, I want to offer congratulations to you as you launch your
"Building Faith... Loving People" campaign! You are already known as a people of faith who have a deep love
for each other and for the world. This is an exciting time as you embark on a new adventure in ministry which
will open new doors and make a greater impact beyond your doors!
The people of Faith and Ingham Okoboji have a long, deep history of ministry partnership. Joyfully, we are
mission partners for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ! We are blessed to share the same passion and
central focus of knowing Jesus Christ and making Christ known to the world.
We are incredibly grateful to Faith Lutheran Church for including Ingham Okoboji as your "mission" for
support within your capital campaign. Because of your partnership and generous gifts to IOLBC, camper lives
are touched with the gospel at summer camps, retreats, recharges and events throughout the year. Your support
through "Building Faith... Loving People" will make this impact even greater. Thank you!
As you have prayerfully formed this campaign and future vision, may our gracious Lord truly bless each of
these important steps of faith to increase your witness in this world and to build the eternal kingdom on the
Rock Solid Foundation of Jesus Christ! As I think of you at this time, I am reminded of the words of the
Apostle Paul early in his letter to the Philippians:
"I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer
for you all in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now. For I am confident
of this very thing, that He who began a good work in your will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus
Philippians 1: 3-6
You are the people of Faith because you know and serve a God, the One True God, who is always faithful!
That faithful God has brought amazing fellowship, amazing growth, amazing mission, and amazing
opportunities for witness to you. I encourage you through the words of the Apostle Paul, to live in
confidence that the faithful God who has begun an amazing work among you, will also continue to guide
and provide, perfect and use you in even greater ways as you continue to walk in faith!- May God bless you
in your work of "Building Faith... Loving People!" To God be the Glory!
Together in Christ,

Rod Quanbeck
IOLBC Executive Director
Our mission is to know Jesus Christ and to make Christ known to all!
Ingham Okoboji - 1203 Inwan St - Milford IA 51351
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The Building Faith Campaign goal of $750,000 will help to better position
Faith Lutheran Church to effectively serve our youth, our families, our seniors, and
our community with improved facilities and a debt free future.
IOLBC Bible Camp “Beyond” campaign - $75,000
For over 90 years Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps have shared the Good News
of Jesus with thousands of young people and families. They have also inspired and
trained more than a thousand college students some who are now lay church leaders,
youth directors and pastors. Faith Lutheran is honored to be a member of the Ingham
Okoboji Association and has made this commitment to the $2 million Beyond Campaign.
Paid Off Mortgage - $230,000
Since the beginning of Faith Lutheran, the congregation has been blessed with
generous support and financially conservative leaders who have helped provide a great
building for the church. Paying off this modest mortgage will provide more funds for
ministry and relieve the monthly commitment opening possibilities for the future.
New Outside Cross - $55,000
Faith Lutheran Church is located in the old Shoppers Supply / Bomgaars Building
which is serving the congregation very well. Many who have visited have said they didn’t
know it was a church. A new outside cross will inspire the congregation and help identify
the building as a church to the community and those passing by on Highway 71.
Fill the hole in parking lot - $30,000
The loading dock area is not only unsafe it takes up space that can be used for more
handicapped parking. The curb will be removed and the area will be properly filled and
paved making way for other improvements on the south side of the building.
Retrofit the Garage into a Multi-Purpose Room - $120,000
The garage area can be better used for a new Multi-Purpose Room. This room will be
available for adult classes, bible studies, group meetings, council meetings and other
gatherings. With an outside entrance this room can be available to community groups
and other meetings including Atlas, AA, Grief Share and other support groups.
Redo Southeast Entrance - $5,000
Making better accommodations for closer access, handicapped parking, some storage
and secure access is an important improvement of the facility.
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Cloak Room and Storage - $5,000
Instead of temporary coat racks, space will be enclosed to create a cloak room along
with some needed first floor storage.
Offices for Current and Future Staff - $10,000
Both the current Technology Director and the soon to be added Worship Director do
not have office space for them to work. Both are important parts of the worship at Faith
Lutheran and both need appropriate space to effectively prepare.
New Outdoor Electronic Sign - $18,000
Our current sign with changeable letters is falling apart. The community has
depended on the weekly information of the coming service. There is a tremendous
opportunity to reach the community with many vehicles passing the church each day.
The new electronic sign will allow for easily changeable messages and creative outreach.
New LED Lighting in the Worship Area - $45,000
The old fluorescent lights are in disrepair and fixing them has been a difficult and
regular task. New LED lighting will not only provide improved illumination but will save
energy costs for many years ahead.
Improved Stage Lighting - $20,000
The stage has become not only an important part of worship but also for musical and
theatrical contributions to ministry. The ability to properly adjust the lighting from the
control booth instead of upfront will allow for more dramatic presentations.
Improved Sound System - $55,000
As the attendance at worship increases there are now several areas where the sound
during the service is less than adequate.
Two New Projectors and Screens - $20,000
Our worship at Faith relies heavily on video projection for the liturgy, words for the
songs, sermon images, musical and theatrical productions and announcements. Two
screens will allow viewing throughout the worship area even around the posts.
Replace Furnaces and Contingency Fund - $25,000 & $35,000
Our two main furnaces are 30 years old and need to be replaced. Also in order to
prepare for unexpected costs additional funds are included. If these funds are not
needed they will be set aside for future projects.
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Your gifts and prayers are needed to help make these great dreams a reality

Over the next several months, through a variety of ways and in a variety of
settings, every member of Faith Lutheran will hear this wonderful story and be
invited to become a part of this capital campaign.
Our prayer is that we not only will be successful in raising the financial
resources needed to accomplish the goal of enhancing our facilities for the future, but
that we all will find this to be a true faith-building experience for this congregation
we love and care about so much.
Participation from every Faith Lutheran member is needed, and every gift
makes a difference. Thank you for taking the time to reflect and pray about your part
in this important effort. Together we can do great things in Jesus’ name!
$750,000 is needed to complete all of the projects but our commitment is to
move ahead as funds are available. Celebration Sunday is planned for November 20th
where we will offer our Faith Commitments to the Building Faith Campaign and our
annual giving.
Extended arrangements are provided to best meet your individual needs.
Unique gifts will be considered and assistance with outside counsel can be available.
Gifts to the Building Faith Campaign will be received now through 2019. Every size
gift is appreciated and will be needed to reach our goal.
Gift Amount

Gifts

Cumulative Total

$150,000

1

$150,000

$75,000

2

$300,000

$30,000

4

$420,000

$20,000

6

$540,000

$10,000

8

$620,000

$5,000

12

$680,000

$1,000

20

$700,000

$360 - $1,000

Many

$750,000
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Gifts Received

How much should I give?

Each household will make its own financial commitment decision. To help you
as you decide, we invite you to pray; attend worship services and special events; read
the printed materials; talk with fellow members, pastors, and staff for information.
We hope that the Holy Spirit will move you to give from a place of faith and joy.
Example Commitment Levels
Below are examples of what various levels of commitment would look like over
a three-year period. Gifts can be made weekly, monthly, quarterly, annually or by
special arrangement.
Weekly
$10

Monthly
$40

Annual Gift
$480

3-Year Total
$1,440

$25

$100

$1200

$3,600

$50

$200

$2,400

$7,200

$75

$300

$3,600

$10,800

$100

$400

$4,800

$14,400

$200

$800

$9,600

$28,800

$300

$1,200

$14,400

$43,200

$400

$1,600

$19,200

$57,600

$500

$2,000

$24,000

$72,000

$700

$2,800

$36,600

$100,800
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Ways to Give
Cash Gifts

Cash is one of the easiest assets to donate, and is especially appreciated because it
can immediately be put to use.
 A cash gift can be in the form of a personal check or credit card payment.
 You may be able to increase the size of your gift if a matching gift is available.
 You can give cash outright through a bequest or to fund an income-producing gift.

Gifts of Stocks and Bonds

Funding charitable giving with appreciated stocks or bonds can have tax advantages.
 To receive tax benefits, you must transfer stocks / bonds to Faith Lutheran rather
than selling them and donating the proceeds, which would turn the gift into a cash
gift.
 You will avoid paying capital gain taxes while receiving a full-value charitable
deduction, and Faith Lutheran will receive a very liquid asset.
 You can give securities outright, through a bequest, or to fund an incomeproducing gift.
 A tax accountant can advise you about the most advantageous ways to make a gift
of stocks and bonds.

Gifts of Real Estate
Unencumbered real estate that is readily salable in the marketplace can be
a wonderful gift. In fact, real estate is one of the most frequently given assets
because it is so easy to gift.
 You may give your personal residence, vacation home, or farmland, and still
continue to live in or use such real estate.
 You can donate real estate outright, through a bequest, or to fund an incomeproducing gift.

Gifts of Life Insurance

You can give life insurance to Faith Lutheran in a variety of forms to provide a
significant gift to the church after your lifetime.
 You can give accumulated cash from an insurance policy.
 You also can purchase a new policy with Faith Lutheran as the beneficiary or
name the church as the beneficiary of an existing policy.
 You also can give the entire policy as an outright gift. Faith Lutheran may wish to
accept the policy ownership and continue to make premium payments in order to
collect the proceeds at the time of your death.

Gifts of U.S. Savings Bonds
If you would like to make a gift using Series E, EE, H, or HH U.S. savings bonds,
consider doing so through your will or living trust. Unlike your heirs, Faith Lutheran
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pays no income tax when the bond is cashed. If you make a gift of your savings bonds
during your lifetime, you may be responsible for the untaxed interest in the bond.

Gifts of Tangible Personal Property

The tax benefits associated with a gift of tangible personal property are affected by
how long you have owned the asset and whether Faith Lutheran intends to use the
property in relation to its mission.

Estate Giving Options
Outright Gifts

An outright gift is the most immediate way to benefit Faith Lutheran. You receive a
charitable income tax deduction in the year of the gift. While virtually any asset can
be given outright, cash and publicly traded securities are the most common outright
gifts.

Bequest Gifts
There are two common ways to leave a gift through a bequest.



Using a specific bequest, you can designate either a specific dollar amount or asset
to Faith Lutheran
Using a residuary bequest, you can designate the entirety or a certain percentage
of your estate to go to Faith Lutheran.

Beneficiary Designation

You can make a gift by simply naming Faith Lutheran as a beneficiary on specific
assets with beneficiary designations, such as your retirement plan or life insurance.
 You can specify that Faith Lutheran receives all or a specific percentage of your
assets.
 You can change the beneficiary designation at any time.

Bargain Sale

A bargain sale is a gift-planning device in which a donor with charitable intent offers
to sell an asset to Faith Lutheran for less than its fair market value. If Faith Lutheran
is interested in entering into a bargain sale arrangement, you would be entitled to a
charitable tax deduction and may bypass a portion of any capital gain resulting from
the sale.

Income-Producing Gifts

With an income-producing gift, such as a charitable gift annuity or charitable
remainder trust, you can provide income for yourself and / or a loved one and benefit
Faith Lutheran.
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With a charitable gift annuity, you make a gift of cash or securities. The gift
provides you a guaranteed annual income based on your age for the rest of your
life. The remainder in the annuity at the time of your death is paid to the charity.
With a charitable remainder unitrust, you make a gift of cash or securities to fund
the trust, and the trust distributes income to you until your death, or a defined
event, at which time the remainder is paid to the charity.
In a charitable lead trust, assets are held in a trust, and the trust distributes
income to a charity until your death or a defined event causes the asset to be
distributed to your heirs.

Caution: Tax advantages should never be assumed. Various gifting strategies have
certain tax implications, which may or may not affect a specific donor’s personal
income tax liability. For expert advice about the best way for you to give, always
consult your attorney, financial planner, or tax accountant. If you have further
questions on your form of gifting, please contact the church office at 712-580-4316.
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Thank you for prayerfully considering supporting this important work at
Faith Lutheran Church! You gift along with the gifts of others will help make
this dream a reality and further enable the spreading of the Good News of
Jesus Christ throughout our community.
Remember your continued general fund offerings are important to the
mission and life of our church. Your special over and above gifts to the
Building Faith… Loving People Campaign will help Faith accomplish these
over and above projects.
Commitments may be paid in full or spread over the next three years.
We understand that situations in life may change your ability to fulfill your
commitment. Should circumstances require you to make a change please let
the office know.
Please complete your commitment card and bring it November 20th to
our Celebration Sunday when the entire congregation will turn them in.
Thank you again for considering a generous gift for God’s work at Faith
Lutheran. We pray that this gift will be a special blessing to you!
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