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Unwrapping the Gift!
“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!”
2 Corinthians 9:15
December is here! We decorate our homes,
plan special meals, put up the Christmas trees,
string the lights, hang the ornaments, and wrap
presents. And we wait to celebrate God’s
greatest gift – sending His Son, Jesus, born in a
manger. All through the month, we have many
opportunities to worship, to pray, and to sing
praise to our newborn Savior. Perhaps we can
think of our times of worship as a way to unwrap
the significance of God’s gift.
Advent begins on Sunday, December 2nd. In
preparation for Jesus’ birth, during Sunday
worship we will consider the beauty of the
prophet Isaiah’s words, “His name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”
(Isaiah 9:6). On Wednesday evenings, we will
enjoy potluck suppers at 5:30 p.m. In brief Advent
worship from 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., we will
explore different animals in the Christmas story.

The Children’s Christmas Pageant will be on
Sunday morning, December 16th. This year they
will share the Christmas story in the production
called, “Carol and the Belles.” It is a fun 60s music
version of our well-loved story. The practice
schedule is on page of this newsletter and on
our website.
On December 24, Faith’s Christmas Eve worship
will be at 7 p.m. Our worship theme will be
“Jesus, Prince of Peace.” We will celebrate the
Lord Jesus’ birth. We will praise God for our
Savior. And we will light candles to sing of that
holy night in the carol, Silent Night. Sharing in holy
communion, our
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Seeing Stars

will shepherd my
people.”

In high school during a football game, I made a
tackle on a kickoff. The runner went down
hard. My teammates were slapping me on the
back. But, I was seeing stars. They danced and
swirled for a few minutes before my head
cleared.
Wise men from the east saw a singular star, and
because they followed it, their lives were
changed forever when they discovered their
new king. Have you followed that star to
discover Jesus?
The word epiphany literally means “to shine
upon.” Within the church, we call it our “season
of light.” Outside of religious circles, we now
define epiphany as an intuitive grasp of reality.
Or, it could be a revealing moment - an
illuminating discovery, realization, disclosure,
or insight. We call it an “ah-ha” moment. The
light bulb clicks on, and we see with
understanding. From that point on, a person’s
perspective of life, self-understanding, and
purpose are permanently altered.
A wonderful part of Matthew’s telling of the
Christmas story is the visit of the magi. Gentile
wise men, astrologers, philosophers,
theologians, scripture scholars from Arabia see
a star - following on a journey to discover the
location of a new king. The stars foretell His
birth. The Lord’s heavens announce His arrival.
“We saw His star . . . and have come to worship
Him.”
Poor peasants, including Mary and Joseph,
journey to Bethlehem for taxation. They journey
under those same stars, and the baby Jesus is
born in an unlikely place in a village of
Bethlehem. This fulfilled the prophecy from
Micah 5, “Out of you shall come a ruler who

Shepherds see angels of
God shine and announce
the “Good News of great
JOY! To you is born a
Savior, Christ the Lord.”

From the

Pastor’s

Foreigners, poor people, and maligned
shepherds are the first to hear of this lifechanging event. They are invited to come see
God’s gift in the baby Jesus, all under the star of
Bethlehem.
God shines a cosmic spotlight, a focused circle
of light for all to see an important drama
unfold. Literally, heavenly bodies, fixed since
time began, now shift to focus on the birthplace
and person of Jesus. The whole created order
moves to acknowledge the birth of the Creator,
the Son of God, the Savior, our Redeemer. This
little babe has all power in the universe and in
human history to determine eternity as God
had planned.
Psalm 36:9 says, “In Thy light we see light.” The
famous preacher, Charles Spurgeon said, “We
need no candle to see the sun. We see it in its
own radiance. So also, the knowledge of God
sheds light on all other subjects.”
Have you had a personal epiphany? The wise
still worship Jesus. Jesus is the Light of the
world.
May each of you have a wonderful time seeking
Jesus this Christmas.
Together in Christ,
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Pastor Lee Laaveg

Sunday School Christmas Program Rehearsal Schedule
Sunday School Hour | Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
December 2 | December 9
Saturday Rehearsals | 10:00 a.m. to noon
December 1 | December 8
Saturday Rehearsal and Christmas Party
December 15 | 3:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Carol and the Belles
9:00 a.m. | Sunday, December 16

Birthdays

December 18

Jerome Christianson
Del Christman
Syndee Patten

December 4

Tim Egland

December 22

Kyle Rouse

December 5

Cryss Quanbeck

December 23

Cayann Knoer

December 6

Shanda Hummel
Landon Voit

December 25

Randy Enge
Greg Lear

December 7

Gene Englin
Tonya Sorensen

December 27

Abigail Sedlacek

December 28

Conner Essick
Gavin Nitzel-Patten

December 30

Lori Wire

December 31

Adam Dotson
Braydon Roos
Foster Roos

December 8

Charin Brockshus

December 10

Mallory Anderson
Reid Tigges

December 11

Troy Rosendahl

December 12

Isaac Brockshus
Jason Loring
Bruce Simons
Larry Wigen

December 13

Donna Frederick

December 14

Chloe Deike
Iris Hanson
Olivia Schuster

December 3

Bruce & Gayle Simons

Stan Andersen
Justin Heikens
Joshua Loring

December 28

Mike & Kim Wilson

December 29

Steve & Debbie Zitterich

December 30

Steve & Jean Oleson

December 31

Patrick & Kate Morrow

December 16

December 17

Cherie Banks
Marci Sandven
Carl Simons

Anniversaries
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Faith Lutheran’s
Mission Partners
 General Council of










Assembly of God
ATLAS of Spencer
China Service Ventures
Faith Mission Trips
Grand Avenue
Community Outreach
Ingham Chapel in
Wallingford
Laborers with Christ
LCMC
Lutheran Asian Ministries
Operation Serve
International
Reaching the Unreached
West Africa
World Mission Prayer
League
Wycliffe Bible Translators

Faith’s Missions
Mission Partner:
Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps

Two Sites - One Mission
“Generations of Knowing Jesus . . .
It’s What We're About”

Our mission is simple: "To know Jesus Christ and to make Christ known
to all." Discovering God the Father and Creator through the beauty

of creation, experiencing the Holy Spirit's renewing power through
caring community, and receiving the

life-giving good news of the gospel of
Jesus Christ is what makes camping

ministry so impactful for every person in
every generation. It's not new. We can't even take ownership of this.
Everything we do - from camp programs to staff interaction to outreach
and relationships - is done for the sake of knowing Jesus Christ. By "knowing"
we do not mean just mental understanding or knowing a story or two
about Jesus. Knowing is experience. Everyone who comes into contact
with IOLBC will hopefully have a real experience of the Lord Jesus Christ
through us and what we offer. Knowing is also a process. It is relational, and
we hope and pray that those who come into contact with us will continue
the journey of knowing Jesus alongside us for years to come.
This is, in fact, our legacy. Our camp has been around for over 90 years.
Many people who set foot on our campgrounds become partners, friends,
even family. We have seen generations of families continue to grow in faith
and discipleship over many years, passing on faith to next generations. We
look forward to future generations. We plan for it.
Whether it's through youth camps at our Ingham site, youth and family
camps at Okoboji, Day Camps in partner congregations, weekend
Recharges for youth, adult retreats, or through our BEYOND Ministries, we
serve to pass on historic Christian faith and practice to strengthen in youth,
families, and churches the witness to the wonderful, good news of Jesus
Christ.
Faith Lutheran Church is pleased to be a mission partner with Ingham
Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps.
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January 26, 2019
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

GLACIAL GOLF!
During the Winter Games
Festivities!
Marriage
Celebration
Retreat
February
15-17
With Pastor Ben and
Stephanie Mason
Watch for more
information in the
January edition of Faith
Life Together!

Clip ‘N Save
Shopping List
 Wide or college ruled,
70-sheet notebooks
 30 centimeter ruler,
can have inches on as well
 Pencil sharpener
 BLUNT scissors
 2-1/2” eraser
 16 or 24 ct. crayons
 Any fabric, mattress pads or
blankets for quilts
 Bath-size towel, dark colored
between 20”x40” & 52”x27”
 Bath-size bars of soap
 Adult-size toothbrush
 Metal nail clippers
 Hand towel, dark colored
The following can be from
6 to 24 months size and
must be new or like new:
 Diaper pins
 Cotton t-shirts
 Receiving blankets
 Cloth diapers
 Socks
 Long or short-sleeved gowns
or any variety of sleeper
 Jacket, sweater or sweatshirt
with a hood or include a
baby cap

Mission Work Day
December 25 Cancelled!
Have a blessed
and joyous Christmas and
a Happy New Year!

The item of the month for December are dark
colored bath towels, 20” x 40” minimum size and 27”
x 52” maximum size.
The towels are used in the personal care kits.
Cleanliness may not actually be next to godliness,
but it certainly helps a person feel more human.
When families find their homes destroyed, or must
flee for their safety, soap and a towel rarely make the cut for
what they can carry. Arriving in a refugee camp or other place
of safety, they are scared, vulnerable and dirty from the travel.
The simple items included in a Personal Care Kit provide muchneeded self-care, critical germ fighting, and the
chance to regain dignity amidst situations of
fear and uncertainty.
Thank you for your generosity!
Please place the towels in the yellow Mission
box by the front door.

Christmas Poinsettias

Name _________________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
In memory of __________________________________________________
In honor of ____________________________________________________
6-inch plant/Green foil - $15.00/plant: _______________
8-inch plant/Red foil - $27.00/plant: _________________
10-inch plant/Gold foil - $40.00 /plant: ______________
Total number of plants ________________
Total $ _______________________________
Make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church and earmark
them “Christmas Poinsettias!” All plant pots will be wrapped in foil.
Turn in your order form with payment to the red box on the
Welcome Center Desk.
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Church Council Meeting
November 14, 2018 | 7:00 P.M.
Members present: Radina Jansen, Ann Lear,
Larry Wigen, Jim Unrau, Stu Christians,
Joy Kelsch, Lois Christman, Al Vanderberg,
Matt Essick, Kyle Rouse, Pastor Lee and Barb
Enge
Matt Essick called the meeting to order. Larry
Wigen opened the meeting with a devotion
and prayer.
Minutes from the October meeting were
reviewed. Al Vanderberg made a motion to
approve the minutes. Motion was seconded by
Joy Kelsch and carried unanimously.
Financial reports for October were presented by
Larry Wigen. A motion to approve the reports
was made by Ann Lear and a second from
Al Vanderberg. Motion was carried
unanimously.
Pastor Lee briefly summarized his report.

2019 Budget was
discussed. Larry
Wigen provided
some projected
numbers and
requested that
team members
submit their
budgets to enable a budget to be completed
and ready for Council approval at the
December meeting.

The Bus situation was discussed regarding
making a bus driver a paid position and ways to
utilize the bus to its fullest potential. Further
discussion will continue at the Executive
Meeting.
Team Reports that were turned were included in
the council packet. All are encouraged to meet
regularly and make some brief notes or
summation of their meeting. Jim Unrau of the
Fellowship Team announced they are working
out the details for Advent potluck dinners prior
to worship.
Meeting was adjourned, and Pastor led the
Council in prayer.

OLD BUSINESS:
A Recap of the Council Retreat.
Kyle Rouse summarized his report concerning
the Call Committee. He requested the Council
to approve a budget for the Call Committee. A
motion was made by Lois Christman to approve
no more than $2,500 for the Call Committee to
use in the call process along with a request that
St. John’s contribute matching funds. A second
came from Ann Lear. Motion carried
unanimously. Call Committee members will be
publicized weekly in the bulletin along with a
request for prayer for this special project.
Lois Christman summarized plans for the “Thanks
for Giving Sunday” including an invitation for
council volunteers to assist in serving the meal.
NEW BUSINESS:
Electing a Vice President candidate for 2019
was tabled for the December meeting to allow
time in the selection process.

Respectfully Submitted,
Barb Enge – Council Secretary
Devotion Schedule – December - Stu Christians,
January 2019 – Kyle Rouse

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting
Wednesday, Dec. 12 | 7:00 p.m.
Discipleship Room
All church members are welcome to attend
the council meeting. Topics may also be
shared with any council member for discussion
at the council meeting.
Please find a list of your Council Members
on the bulletin board near Pastor Lee's office.
Council members are also found on the church
website - www/faithlutheranspencer.com
- under the Teams button.
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FAITH LUTHERAN 2019 TEAM GOALS
At the 2018 Leadership Retreat, leaders and teams planned for the future.
Please pray for these team and how you can help!
Stephen/Caring Ministry
Mission: To provide Christian love and care for Faith members in an intentional way.
Long Term Goals: Stephen Ministry
Short Term Goals: News, friends and family – committee submit to office. Every member tagged to core
group. Change description in the by laws. Article in the newsletter explaining caring ministry.
Priority Goals: Facilitate occasions to make contact both from the minister and core group.
Music and Visual Arts
Mission: Promote creativity and innovation in sharing the message of the word, using drama and other
artistic expressions to augment the preaching of the word.
Long Term Goals: Restart pick up choirs. Light system. Sound system. Youth puppet ministry.
Short Term Goals: Have clavinova mobile – purchase wheels. Find a sub drummer. Continue with
dramas. Utilize reference sheet for choosing videos and movie clips.
Priority Goals: Getting clavinova on wheels, will have more room for acoustic guitarist.
Worship Team
Mission: Recruit, train and equip people serving as worship leaders, lectors, children’s message, sermons,
prayers of the church, communion prep and serving, worship prep and seasonal decorating.
Long Term Goals: When additional volunteers are needed, add to our different types of volunteers and
to easily find team members to help set up.
Short Term Goals: Recruit more volunteers. Ways to come on board more often than once a year. Mid
year sign up for new members. Making sure volunteers know exactly when. Make sure all volunteers
are trained.
Film inviting new volunteers and reminding all to sing up.
Youth Team
Mission: Lead you to have a relationship with Christ. Help them grow in faith.
Long Term Goals: Reaching out to more youth. Mission trip. LCMC National youth gathering 2020.
Plugging in our youth in high school and college. College outreach/events – Eric P.
Short Term Goals: Reaching out to more youth. Connecting high school youth. Helping families.
Pancake feed, etc. Revolving fundraisers. Put aside money in the budget for campership. Increase
communication with the office, etc. Mobile app.
Priority Goals: Increase high school youth in Sunday school. Outreaching to more youth that don’t
come. More volunteers want to power in to youth.
Special Dates: LCMC Nation Youth Gathering july 21-24, 2020. Grandview College, Des Moines.
Confirmation banquet April 28. Breakfast banquet. Easter breakfast April 21 – youth service, youth
drama in regular service.
Leadership Support Team
Long Term Goals: New chair person? 1-2 more volunteers. Continue to help support our teams on a
(continued on page 8 - Team Goals: Leadership Support)

A Note To
Council Members!
Please submit all team reports
to the Church Office by
Monday, December 10.
Please submit your annual
reports to the church office by
Monday, January 7, 2019.

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
As of November 11, 2018
Year To Date:
Total Giving:
Pledged
Remaining:

$ 68,516.00
$305,117.50
$ 94,882.50
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GENERAL OFFERING AND
ATTENDANCE
2018 BUDGET $352,455
January 1 - November 11, 2018
Year to Date $261,999.70
Balance
Remaining $ 90,455.30
Avg. Attendance
THANK YOU FOR GENEROUSLY
GIVING IN 2018!

Team Goals
(continued on page 7 - Team Goals: Leadership Support)

more regular basis and report to team and the office. Continue to communicate with the office. Establish
an annual leadership retreat date.
Short Term Goals: Meet with our individual committees semi annually and see how they are working
toward their group’s annual goals. Utilize the church calendar more. Set quarterly meetings. Set up
annual staff reviews. Make the annual review an online Survey Monkey survey. Need to update the
Caring Ministry section of the bylaws. Help teams with volunteers. Date set for next church retreat,
11/9/2019.
Special Dates: November 9, 2019 retreat
Children’s Ministry
Mission: Lead children to have a relationship with Jesus. Help them to grow in their faith.
Long Term Goals: (Big Picture) Help families prioritize life (sports vs church)
Short Term Goals: (6 months) – Help families prioritize life. Fund raising events. Put aside dollars in budget
for camperships. Communicating with office (events, phone app). Recruit team members.
Priority Goals: Volunteers – recruiting (Middle School helpers for Life Kids). Specific time and duty for
volunteers other than Eric, Ann, Diane and Shirley.
Special Dates: First Communion Class and Banquet, VBS, Rally Day (beginning Sunday School), Sundae
Sunday (ending Sunday School), Sunday School start and end.
Fellowship
Mission: Provide leadership for all congregational events: every Sunday fellowship, funerals, Advent and
Lent potlucks.
Long Term Goals: Recruit more people to help on Sundays. Special events like a pancake breakfast.
Short Term Goals: Make up a list and post it for anyone using the kitchen for courtesy clean up. If you
host an event take leftovers home or give to someone. Check kitchen for your pans or dishes that
you may have provided food and take home.
Priority Goals: Having people feel welcome through fellowship events.
Special Dates: Advent Potluck – Dec 5, 12 and 19. Lent Potluck – March 6, 13, 20 & 27.
Discipleship
Mission: Disciple Definition: Any person who is a pupil and follower of a teacher. Jesus Christ is our Great
Teacher….”We want to encourage all people at Faith to recognize their ‘discipleship’ and grow in
the practice of it.”
Long Term Goals:
Priority #1 – Supporting/encouraging/establishing Healthy Families by:
(a) Parenting; (b) Marriages; (c) Singles.
Priority #2 - Maintain and grow interest in Adult Sunday School: (a) Utilize relevant classes ie:
Parenting classes (b) Utilize various facilitators for the Adult Sunday School class.
Priority #3 – Grow Journey Teams: (a) Utilize the church website; include time and place, topic and
follow up (b) Utilize various volunteers within Journey team to choose and facilitate session.
Priority #4 – Establish other Discipleship venues ie: Faith Friends – Bible Buddies.
Short Term Goals:
#1 Establish regular meetings.
#2 Utilize the church calendar.
#3 Communicate more effectively.
#4 Continue awareness of what “Right Now Media” offers with periodical reminders to the
congregation. #5 Review Time and Talent information – evaluate relevance to the Discipleship
Team. #6 Mid-Day Journey Team for Seniors.
Priority Goals: Pray – Priority #1. Utilize Lori Krei’s administrative and technology efforts to maximize the
Discipleship Team’s outreach to the members at Faith. Remain focused and committed.
Special Dates: Perhaps a Saturday morning ‘get together’ of Journey Team.
(continued on page 9 - Team Goals: Evangelism)
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Team Goals
(continued on page 8 - Team Goals: Egangelism)

Evangelism
Mission: Welcome atmosphere, communicate that we are a church for ALL people, follow up with visitors
to our worship services, continue orientation, New Member Sunday and mentorship for new
members.
Long Term Goals: Keep in touch with new members who joined in October 2018. New Friendship pads
(order and implement). New system of nametags.
Short Term Goals: Continue promoting and sponsoring one special Evangelism event (similar to recent M
& M). Consider Alphas as part of new member process. Offer course on “how to share my faith”.
Priority Goals: Continue to reach out to unchurched in Spencer and surrounding communities.
#1 Good communication to team members.
#2 All team members participate in Evangelism events.
#3 Prayerful direction for activities to be done for glory of God.
#4 Encourage all people of Faith to be ministers to all ie: socialize in fellowship time to build a
relationship with individuals who are visiting as well as new members.
#5 Continue to explore use of marketing and social media for outreach.

LCMC’s 3 Days of Prayer | January 1-3, 2019
You're invited to join together in prayer with people across our association for three days at the start
of the new year. Our 7th Annual Three Days of Prayer takes place January 1-3, 2019.
The themes for each of the three days are as follows:
 Tuesday, January 1: This is a day focused on confession. We have made our lives, our relationships,
and even the church in our own image. We confess that the church belongs to Jesus and not to
us.
 Wednesday, January 2: This is a day of petition. Pray for your congregation, for the pastor, for the
leaders, for those who carry out ministries, for the Sunday School teachers, for the Confirmation
leaders, for those leading adult Bible studies and for those leading small groups.
 Thursday, January 3: This is a day for vision. Pray that the Holy Spirit will again move through the
hearts and minds of leaders and pastors that God’s vision for His church might be revealed and
fulfilled. This is a time of prayer for renewal, revival and encouragement. Pray for God’s vision.
For more information, visit www.lcmc.net/three-days-of-prayer

Story of a Montana Farmer
Bob Evanson, development director for Waldorf College in Forest City, Iowa was visiting a farmer and rancher
in Montana named George. He told Bob that his church had a building project and wondered if he would make
a $100 gift for the concrete costs to the project. “They asked for a contribution, so I gave them what they
asked.” Then he continued, “But, Bob, if someone can show me how I can help spread the Good News of
Jesus Christ, I’ll give them everything I’ve got!”
As Faith Lutheran looks to finish strong in a year of ministry for Christ, we ask all the members to consider a gift
to empower our church family to spread the Good News of Jesus. Please help us finish the year financially
strong and in the black.
God promises in 2 Corinthians 9, “God is able to make all grace abound to you.” In that chapter we also read,
“You will be made rich ... so you can be generous on every occasion, leading to thanks to God.”
Thank you for all the ways you invest in Faith: with your financial gifts, with your time, and with sharing your
abilities through your service in all our areas of Faith’s ministry. May our Lord give you
joy in your generosity!
Thanks for Giving, Pastor Lee
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CALL COMMITTEE MINUTES
Faith Call Committee Minutes - 10/21/18
Members attending: Darrel Heckathorn, Beth Brockshus, Jolynne Eilts, Laura Heikens, Kris Behrens, Matt
Essick, Greg Lear, Kyle Rouse and Jim.
Opening prayer and devotional
Agenda - 1: Review Minutes; 2: Conversation with St. John’s; 3: Review job description; 4: Call process;
5: Potential candidates
Review of minutes: Motion to approve by Darrel, seconded by Beth. Motion carried.
Conversation with St. John’s: St. John’s is 18 months into the call process and have a candidate in
mind. We must walk through the full call process if this candidate declines the call. It was agreed with
St John’s that the position be opened up to the public for a call. St. John’s is also wanting to make a
decision soon. Compensation for the covenant relationship with Faith will be variable depending on
living arrangements and the qualifications of the Pastor who is called. St. John’s has around 50
members, 20-25 of which attend regular worship. There seems to be a number of unchurched people
and those seeking a church home in the area surrounding St. John’s. They are open to changing
worship style to bring in new people. They approved the job description as written and want to put a
call in to Dr. Kyle Fever to fill the vacancy.

Review job description: Job description was approved by council at
the October meeting. It will be important to be realistic about the
expectations of this person surrounding pastoral ministry and
directing LifeKids. The committee discussed what the roles of other
staff might look like after adding a Discipleship Pastor and what the
Youth Director’s role should be regarding the everyday operations
of LifeKids. The committee felt like revised and detailed job
descriptions for all church staff was needed. The opening has been
listed on the LCMC website for public viewing.
Call Process: Kyle reached out to Pastor Perry Fruhling regarding the
call process and received good direction to begin the process. A
Call Committee Workshop will be held Saturday November 3rd at
Harbor of Joy Lutheran in Milford from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Call
packets were handed out for review by the committee. Potential
candidates will be evaluated as they come forth through the LCMC
website. A motion was made by Greg Lear to give the Chair (Kyle
Rouse) the authority to screen initial applicants based on their
qualifications before bringing them to the call committee for
review; seconded by Darrel. Motion carried.
Potential Candidates: The Call Committee is in touch with two
excellent candidates.
Motion to adjourn by Jolynne and seconded by Kris. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted by Greg Lear
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Calling our
Discipleship Pastor
Please pray daily for our Call
Committee and for the
candidate God knows will
accept the call to serve at
Faith Lutheran and St. John’s
Lutheran.
If you have the name of a
pastor you’d like to be
considered,
please share his/her name with
the Call Committee.
Committee members are:
Karen Brandt, Bill Nitzel,
Kris Behrens, Jolynne Eilts,
Greg Lear, Darrel Heckathorn,
Beth Brockshus, Laura Heikens,
Ashley Vreeman,
Sophie Behrens, and
Kyle Rouse - Chairperson.

Properties: We ARE Faith Lutheran
New Offices are Progressing!
The Properties Team is moving ahead with the new offices and storage project.
Walls have been torn down to the peg board. However, there are lots of things
we can be doing to advance the project.
The biggest hurdle is finding people with free time to donate towards
rebuilding. We have come up with different ideas on how to do this:
1. Set a couple of hours two times a week after work which would take
organizing so we get work done while we are there
2. Work half a day on Saturdays
3. Have individuals who may be either retired or have extra time to come
in during the day and do small tasks which would really help to move
things along
It all takes time so no matter how small of task it may be it has to be done so any help
would be great.
Also, the Properties Team would like to find a couple individuals to help with everyday
issues that arise from time to time. This could be anything from just making phone calls,
following up and confirming the issue gets resolved, to actually taking care of the issue personally. If
anyone knows of someone who would fit the bill or has mentioned they would like to do this, please let
Paul Behrens know - 712-240-6000.

Discipleship:
What’s your next step?
What is a disciple? One definition says that it is any person who is a pupil and follower of a teacher. A
good teacher will have influence on that pupil. Jesus Christ is our “great teacher.”
At Faith Lutheran we study and follow the teaching of Jesus Christ. That makes us all Disciples.
The Discipleship Team wants everyone to experience a dedicated practice of “study” and thus a
personal growth in their discipleship.
How can you become involved? Pleases consider participation in one of the Bible Study groups,
attending Journey Team (small group) meetings, or Sunday School. A real opportunity exists to start up
other means, such as “Faith Friends,” “Bible Buddies” or something similar.
What am I talking about? I don’t really know … but God does and if you are moved by the Holy Spirit
to get started, I know that you will be the recipient of God’s grace and blessings that are promised
(see Matthew 18:20).
Who should go and make disciples of Jesus? Matthew 28:18-19 is clear and by submitting to the
authority of Christ Jesus we all a part in calling others to follow Jesus. Our roles and abilities may vary;
but someone will benefit from your participation … it may well include you
All the time – God is good.
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Jesus, you
promise to
hear our
prayers and
answer us in
our time of
need. Touch
the lives of those who are sick,
hospitalized, battling a long-term
illness, or grieving the loss of a
loved one. Bless Jim Sembach,
Lair Paulsen, Patrick and Katie
Morrow and their twin boys,
Iris Hanson, Ann Viedenkamp,
Chris Susie, Keith Dannatt,
Kathy Petersen, Pastor Tom
Summerfield, Dennis Larson and
Pastor Tom VanTassel. Also, bless
those who are battling addictions
and depression. With your
power, restore them to wholeness
and give them your joy.

Faith’s Friends and Family
Thank you ...
I would like to thank my Faith family for the cards,
prayers, food and visits during my knee surgery.
God bless you all!
Nancy Heckathorn
These dedicated technology booth volunteers worked to enhance our
worship services in 2018. Becky Simons, Cindy Tigges,
Nathan McKenney, Kevin Swancutt, Del Christman, Kay Iversen,
Kristine Christianson, Cheryl Stueven, Doug Schwartz, Troy McKenney,
Chase Kooker. Please share with them your gratitude for their dedicated
service! Thank you!!!

Congratulations!
Aaron and Becca Struthers Stykel were
married on November 10, 2018!

Greetings to All!
The Evangelism Team of Faith is rejoicing to report that we were very pleased
with the attendance and success of our M & M Music and Message event held on
November 3, 2018. There were 160 people who were blessed with the music and
message that Jillian Jones and Bill Butters brought to Spencer and surrounding
area. Based on the many positive responses we received afterwards, we could tell
several people were drawn to a closer relationship with God. Jillian and Bill each
had a different story to tell which was very heart warming for those attending the
event.
One person expressed how glad she was that we sponsored the M & M event and that we have
another one in the future. The Spirit of God really touched her that evening. We never know where
people are on their faith journey in life and when we do an evangelistic service such as M & M, bringing
even one individual into a stronger relationship with God -- this is success! In Luke 15:7 God says, "I tell
you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need repentance." We also rejoice and thank God for
blessings received by those in attendance.
This type of evangelistic event is something relatively new and different for our Family of
Faith. However, based on all the positive response, we look forward to doing this type of event
sometime in the future.
Thank you to all who were involved in the planning of M & M. You are a blessing!
Blessings to All!
Dennis & Jan Larson, Evangelism Team Leaders
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Stewardship at Faith
God has blessed us, not just the past year but every
day of our lives. Our thankfulness springs from our
hearts filled with knowledge of those blessings.
Thanks for Giving Sunday was a day set aside to show
thankfulness and appreciation to the congregation of
Faith Lutheran Church.

Your Stewardship Team is requesting your assistance in submitting names of individuals to be
highlighted in the upcoming editions of Faith Life Together. Please be thinking of individuals
whom you would like to see recognized in our monthly Faith Life Together newsletters. Submit
their name(s) and way(s) of giving on the Steward Recognition Form below. Your submission is
confidential.
Please submit forms in the Servant Recognition box in the church office.

Steward Recognition Form
Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________________
Way(s) of giving ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Your Signature
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____________________________

2019
Calendars
Faith Youth
are selling
God’s
Creation
Calendars!
Proceeds will go to funding
Faith Lutheran’s youth
programming.
Calendars are $10.00 each.

Family Traditions
December …

From the Desk
of

The holiday season! A time for winter coats,
sledding and snowballs, hot chocolate and
apple cider, pushing snow with tractors, kids
building snow forts, Christmas parties with
families and friends, Christmas lights and decorations, decorating
the tree, and settling in for the night in a warm house while sitting
by the fireplace. December … The time to prepare for the coming
Christ! A time for Christmas caroling, holiday hymns, Advent
Worship, Shepherds and Wise Men, Advent devotionals, and
retelling the story of God coming to earth … Emmanuel!

Eric Patten

I remember being a kid sitting at church with other kids at the
church Christmas Party, hearing the story of Jesus birth retold.
What a magical moment, and a powerful memory that has lasted
through the years! I remember Christmas Eve service, and singing
silent night while the lights were off and candles burned.
Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible
Camp offers the following
recharges, retreats, and Outreach
night in November:
Crafting Retreat: Nov. 16 - 18
Youth Recharges:
No youth recharges during
December,
Outreach Night: Sundays
6th-8th Grades - Cost is $3
(covers pizza meal)
4:15 p.m. meet at Faith, carpool
to Camp
8:30 p.m. Parent pick-up at Faith
Faith Youth are encouraged to
RSVP Eric Patten (712-229-1340)
by 2:00 p.m. We are in need of a
few more drivers. If you can
drive any Sunday, please contact
Eric by cell phone.
December 2
“Silent” Night
January 6 - Gargoyles
January 27 - Winter Games
For more information on any
event, please call IOLBC at
1-800-656-2654.
Email: registrar@okoboji.org

I ask the question … what traditions do you do with your kids,
whether adult children or little children, to celebrate the birth of
our Savior? What things will they remember and hold onto through
the years about who Jesus is, and the power of story of Immanuel?
The environment they are placed in shapes every child’s
worldview. The things you do while they are growing shape their
values, priorities, and beliefs. I encourage you to have set
traditions that help them see who the coming Christ is, and to
know the powerful of act of Jesus being born into the world.
Celebrate Jesus birth at home! Whether through prayers, candles
for Jesus, gifts for others as Jesus is the greatest gift, paper chains
to count the days to Jesus birthday, or placing the star on the tree
to symbolize the star in the sky ... set a tradition. Help them see the
fullness of Christ, His humility by coming to earth, His love by
coming to us and becoming human, and His pursuit of
reconciliation.
May Christ be in your home this holiday season, by the power of
His love and by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen!

Eric Patten

Post Script:
Children’s Christmas Program is on December 16th!
Keep your eyes peeled for details about youth
sledding party/ice skating over Christmas Break!
No Sunday School on December 23rd and 30th. No Wednesday
Children and Youth Activities on December 26th and January 2nd.
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Tuesday

THIS CALENDAR IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Monday

8:00 a.m.

December 23
Worship
Vocalist Rehearsal
8:15 a.m. Prayer time
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Fellowship
December 30
8:00 a.m. Worship
Vocalist Rehearsal
8:15 a.m. Prayer time
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Fellowship

December 16
8:00 a.m. Worship
Vocalist Rehearsal
8:15 a.m. Prayer time
9:00 a.m. Worship and
Children’s Christmas
Program
10:15 a.m. Fellowship

Worship
Vocalist Rehearsal
8:15 a.m. Prayer time
9:00 a.m. Worship
9:45 a.m. Fellowship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School

8:00 a.m.

December 9

December 31

7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve
Candlelight Worship

December 24

December 17

December 10

December 2
8:00 a.m. Worship
Vocalist Rehearsal
8:15 a.m. Prayer time
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Fellowship
December 3
10:30 a.m. Sunday School
Mission Team mtg.
Mission Trip Planning mtg.
4:14 p.m. Outreach night
6:00 p.m. Christians’ Journey tm

January 1, 2019
New Year’s Day
Office Closed

December 25
Christmas Day
Office Closed

1:00 p.m. Staff meeting

December 18

1:00 p.m. Staff meeting

December 11

1:00 p.m. Staff meeting

December 4

Wednesday

8:30 a.m. Coffee Group
1:00 p.m. Loopy Ladies
5:30 p.m. Children’s
Ministry team mtg.

December 6

Thursday

December 27
8:30 a.m. Coffee Group
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Christian Counseling
6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry
6:00 p.m. Worship Vocalist Reh.
meeting

December 26

December 19
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Christian Counseling
No LifeKids
December 20
.
No WoW! Meal
6:30 p.m. Thanksgiving service
8:30 a.m. Coffee Group
No Confirmation
1:00 p.m. Loopy Ladies
7:30 p.m. Worship Vocalist Reh.
No High School Youth

December 12
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Christian Counseling
3:30 p.m. LifeKids
December 13
5:30 p.m. Advent Potluck
6:30 p.m. Advent Worship
8:30 a.m. Coffee Group
Confirmation
1:00 p.m. Loopy Ladies
7:00 p.m. Worship Vocalist Reh.
High School Youth
Council meeting

December 5
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Christian Counseling
12:30 p.m. LifeKids
5:15 p.m. Properties Team mtg.
5:30 p.m. Advent Potluck
Executive Team mtg.
6:30 p.m. Advent Worship
Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Worship Vocalist Reh.
High School Youth

For more up-to-date information, go to “Events” on our website
www.faithlutheranspencer.com

Sunday

December 28

December 21

December 14

December 7

Friday

7:30 a.m. Men’s
Bible Study

December 29

7:30 a.m. Men’s
Bible Study

December 22

December 15
7:30 a.m. Men’s
Bible Study
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Wrapped In Love
Workday
3:00-5:30 p.m. Children’s
Christmas Program
Rehearsal & Party

7:30 a.m. Men’s
Bible Study
10:00 a.m. - noon
Children’s Christmas
Program Rehearsal

December 8

December 1
7:30 a.m. Men’s
Bible Study
9:30 a.m. Altar Prep
10:00 a.m. - noon
Children’s Christmas
Program Rehearsal

Saturday

Faith Lutheran Church
2912 Highway Blvd
Spencer, IA 51301

Births: None
Baptisms: None
Marriages: Aaron and Becca Struthers Stykel on
November 10.
Deaths: None

New Members: None
First Communions: None
Confirmations: None

Faith Lutheran Church Staff:
Pastor: Lee Laaveg
pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com

Technology Director: Lori Krei
techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com

Director of Children & Youth: Eric Patten
cymdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven
office@faithlutheranspencer.com

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg
worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com

Email us at: faithlutheran@smunet.net
www.faithlutheranspencer.com
Like us on
Facebook!
Follow us at:
@flcspencer
Faith Lutheran Church LCMC
Watch us on SMU:
Mondays @ 8:30 p.m. I Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m.

Church Administrator: Lori Krei
office@faithlutheranspencer.com
Custodian: Rich Stueven
custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com
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