
WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Inviting all people to faith . . . Come and Worship - Go and Work 
 

Pastor - Lee Laaveg  |  Ministers - All 

Phone  712-580-4316 2912 Highway Blvd, Spencer, Iowa 51301 

August 25, 2019 11th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Email us at:    faithlutheran@smunet.net   

Catch us on the Web:   www.faithlutheranspencer.com  

Follow us:       @flcspencer  

Like us on Facebook!       Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: Mondays @ 8:30 p.m. and Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m. 

The Handwriting 

On The Wall  



Prelude 

Opening Song - “Glory To God, Forever” 

Welcome 

Prayer 

Song - “Take My Life And Let It Be” 

*Invocation 

We meet in the strong name of our God, 

We praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

*Litany (From Psalm 103) 

Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 

Who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 

Who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 

Who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed 

like the eagle’s. 

The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. 

He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel: 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 

He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 

He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those 

who fear him; 

As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those 

who fear him; 

For he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. 

The life of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; 

The wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more. 

But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’s love is with those who fear him, and 

his righteousness with their children’s children; 

Praise the LORD, all his works everywhere in his dominion. Praise the LORD, my soul. 



*Prayer of the Day 

O Lord, you have created us for your glory and for your good. Forgive us when we 

misuse our lives to serve our own selfish preferences. Forgive us when we allow the 

things of this world to become more important than you, O God. Forgive us when 

we fail to love. Fill us again with the joy of your grace. Renew within us the gift of 

faith. Fill us with the hope that flows from our faith. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Installation of Leaders and Volunteers for Sunday School, Confirmation and LifeKids 

Scripture - Romans 3:21-26 

Gospel - John 12:27-36a 

Children’s Message 

Song - “At Your Feet” 

Sermon Text - Daniel 5:1-12, 17-31 

Sermon - “The Handwriting On The Wall” 

Offertory Song - “O Come To The Altar”  (Offering will be received at this time) 

*Offertory Response - “We Are An Offering” 

*Offertory Prayer: 

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 

the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Confession of Faith 

Prayers of the Church 

*Sharing of the Peace 

*Lord’s Prayer 

*Blessing 

*Closing Song - “Old Church Choir” 

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

*Please stand if you are able. 



Scripture - Romans 3:21-26 
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to 

which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in 

Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his 

grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a 

sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood - to be received by faith. He 

did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the 

sins committed beforehand unpunished - 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness 

at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 

Jesus. 

 

Gospel - John 12:27-36a 
27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me 

from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 
28 Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 

have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was there 

and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken 

to him. 30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now 

is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will 

be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 

all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 
34 The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will remain 

forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of 

Man’?” 35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while 

longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in 

the dark does not know where they are going. 36 Believe in the light while you have the 

light, so that you may become children of light.” 

 

Sermon Text - Daniel 5:1-12, 17-31 
1 King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine 

with them. 2 While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold 

and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in 

Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink 

from them. 3 So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple 

of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank 

from them. 4 As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of 

bronze, iron, wood and stone. 5 Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and 

wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The king 

watched the hand as it wrote. 6 His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his 

legs became weak and his knees were knocking. 7 The king summoned the 



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS THIS MORNING!  
 

Whether you are from across town or out-of-state, your presence is a blessing to 

us. When the Friendship Pad is passed down the row, please fill it out so we may 

connect with you. Thank you for joining us today! 

enchanters, astrologers and diviners. Then he said to these wise men of Babylon, 

“Whoever reads this writing and tells me what it means will be clothed in purple and 

have a gold chain placed around his neck, and he will be made the third highest ruler 

in the kingdom.” 8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the 

writing or tell the king what it meant. 9 So King Belshazzar became even more terrified 

and his face grew more pale. His nobles were baffled. 10 The queen, hearing the 

voices of the king and his nobles, came into the banquet hall. “May the king live 

forever!” she said. “Don’t be alarmed! Don’t look so pale! 11 There is a man in your 

kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In the time of your father he was 

found to have insight and intelligence and wisdom like that of the gods. Your father, 

King Nebuchadnezzar, appointed him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers 

and diviners. 12 He did this because Daniel, whom the king called Belteshazzar, was 

found to have a keen mind and knowledge and understanding, and also the ability to 

interpret dreams, explain riddles and solve difficult problems. Call for Daniel, and he 

will tell you what the writing means.” 
17 Then Daniel answered the king, “You may keep your gifts for yourself and give your 

rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I will read the writing for the king and tell him 

what it means. 18 “Your Majesty, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar 

sovereignty and greatness and glory and splendor. 19 Because of the high position he 

gave him, all the nations and peoples of every language dreaded and feared him. 

Those the king wanted to put to death, he put to death; those he wanted to spare, he 

spared; those he wanted to promote, he promoted; and those he wanted to humble, 

he humbled. 20 But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, he was 

deposed from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. 21 He was driven away from 

people and given the mind of an animal; he lived with the wild donkeys and ate grass 

like the ox; and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he 

acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and 

sets over them anyone he wishes. 22 “But you, Belshazzar, his son, have not humbled 

yourself, though you knew all this. 23 Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord 

of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your 

nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from them. You praised the gods 

of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or 

understand. But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your 

ways. 24 Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription. 25 “This is the inscription 



We invite you to join us as we 

work on quilts, baby and 

personal care kits and other 

items. At noon, we have a 

potluck lunch with the main dish 

provided. Please join us! 

Pastor’s Ponderings . . .  

September’s edition is available at 

the Welcome Center Desk and  

on the Fellowship tables! 

Take one home with you TODAY! 

that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN.” 
26 “Here is what these words mean: 

 Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. 
 27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 
 28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 
29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold chain was 

placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom. 
30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, 31and Darius the Mede 

took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 

1. Have you ever heard the expression, “The handwriting is on the wall?”  

What does it mean to you? 

2. How does God still speak today? 

3. Can you relate to Daniel as he seeks to live authentically in a culture that does not 

share his faith or his ethics? What would his challenges have been? What are yours? 

4. Why did the Babylonians value and respect Daniel? 

5. What mistakes did Belshazzar make as king of Babylon? 

6. Who is the invisible ruler in this story? 

7. What is God’s ultimate judgment for this world? 



Today at Faith 
Sunday, August 25 

 

9:00 a.m. 

Installation of  Leaders and 

Volunteers for Sunday School, 

Confirmation and LifeKids  

 
10:30 a.m. 

Stephen Ministry informational 

meeting in the Discipleship Room 

RALLY DAY!! Scavenger Hunt 

3:30 to 5:30 p.m. - LifeKids 

 

5:30 p.m. - Free Community Meal: Maidrites 

 
6:30 p.m. - WoW! Worship: 

 Super Heroes of the Bible - Noah 

 

6:30 p.m. - Confirmation  

Informational Meeting 

Today | 10:30 a.m. 

Discipleship Room 
 

This meeting is for anyone who 
would like to know more about 

the Stephen Ministry program or 
is interested in becoming a 

Stephen Minister.  

As easy as 

clicking your 
mouse! 

Go to: 
 

http://bit.ly/33RXUbH 

Wednesday, August 28 ... 



Sunday School! 
 Online at http://bit.ly/2Z0CxFH 

 Contact Korrie Anderson - 712.363.3556 - 

childrensministry@faithlutheranspencer.com 

 Forms are available on the kiosk in the back of the church 

 The Church Office - 712.580.4316 - faithlutheran@smunet.net 

REGISTER YOUR CHILD - OR CHILDREN - FOR ... 

LifeKids! 
   Online at http://bit.ly/2TgJtJ8 

 Contact Eric Patten - 712.229.1340 - 

eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

 Forms are available on the Welcome Center 

 The Church Office - 712.580.4316 - faithlutheran@smunet.net 

Daniel Bible Study 
 

In September, Pastor Lee will teach a 4-session 
course on four stories from the book of Daniel. 
 

Set in the country of Babylon, Daniel teaches us 
important truths of faith directly applicable to our 
lives of faith as Christian believers today.  
 

Plan to be a part of this 4-week study! 
September 1 - Daniel 1 | September 8 - Daniel 3  

September 15 - Daniel 5 | September 22 - Daniel 6 

A Stephen Minister ... Coming soon to 

walk beside you in the tough times! 



 Toft Electric installed conduit  

for the sound equipment. 
 

 Larry and Shirley Nelson painted 

exterior doors this week. 

Happy Birthday To ... 

August 22 

Cindy Essick, Larry Peterson 

Mike Trierweiler 

August 23 

Carissa Doran, Jackson Eilts 

August 24 

Diane Allen, Ryan Crew 

Darren Piercy, Brittany Spieker 

August 25: Nancy Ketcham 

August 26: Lora Johnson 

August 27 

Easton Anderson, Marv Schutter 

August 31 

Jake Hanson, Larry Nelson 
 

Happy Anniversary To ... 

August 25 

Jim and Joan Unrau 

August 26 

Rod and Cryss Quanbeck 

August 28 

Justin and Laura Heikens 

August 29 

Larry and Tracy Wigen 

Bill and Donna Frederick 

 Wednesday, August 28 

 3:30-5:30 p.m. LifeKids 

 5:30 p.m. Community Meal - 

  Maidrites 

 6:30 p.m. Confirmation 

 6:30 p.m. WoW! Worship - 

  Noah 

 Sunday, September 1 

 Large-group Sunday School 

 Adult Sunday School - Daniel 1 

 Sunday, September 8 

 Large-group Sunday School 

 Adult Sunday School - Daniel 3  

 Sunday, September 15 

 Large-group Sunday School 

 Adult Sunday School - Daniel 5  

 Sunday, September 22 

 Bible Presentation Sunday 

 Classroom Sunday School begins 

 Adult Sunday School - Daniel 6  

 June 29 

Chelsea Heikens 

and 

Troy Schmidt 

August 24 

Nancy Petersen  

and 

Bill McCarroll 

Congratulations 

on your new life together! 



Faith Lutheran Church Staff: 
 

Pastor: Lee Laaveg 

pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 
 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 

custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 

techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg 

worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Evangelism and Youth Director: Eric Patten 

eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

  YEAR BALANCE  

 GIVING TO DATE REMAINING ATTENDANCE 
 

JUNE $25,066.53 $156,738.39 $248,900.61 141 

JULY $26,310.42 $183,048.81 $222,590.19 156 
    

AUG 1-4 $  6,636.83 $183,048.81 $222,590.19 160 

AUG 5-11 $  6,984.65 $190,033.46 $215,605.54 175 

AUG 12-18 $  4,215.37 $194,248.83 $211,390.17 157 
 

THANK YOU FOR GENEROUSLY SUPPORTING FAITH LUTHERAN IN 2019! 

2019 GENERAL OFFERING 

AND ATTENDANCE 
 

BUDGET: $405,639.00  

Tithes and Offering 
“A tithe of everything from the land, whether 

grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, 

belongs to the LORD, it is holy to the LORD.” 
Leviticus 27:30 

Ingham Hog Roast 
TODAY! 

 

 Ingham Lake Bible Camp, Wallingford 
 

Join us for the annual Hog Roast and Pie Auction at 

Ingham Lake Bible Camp!  

Meal is served from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Pie auction at 6:00 p.m. 



Thank you to today’s . . .  

Worship Leader Del Brockshus 

Instrumentalists Denise Laaveg, Kevin Skadeland, Jared Hansen, 

 Conner Essick 

Vocalists Sophie Behrens, Ashley Vreeman, Courtney Schwartz, 

 Mia Schwartz 

Scripture Reader Eric Tigges 

Children’s Message Nancy Ketcham 

Prayers of the Church Lisa Buchan 

Nursery Michael and Sarah Ruhs 

Altar Prep Pam Harris, Carolyn Christofferson 

Camera Cheryl Stueven 

Computer Becky Simons 

Sound Kristine Christianson 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 

Fellowship Hosts Jim and Lisa Carpenter, Greg Lear, Shirley Kooker 

 Set up: Lisa Carpenter 

Greeters/Ushers Justin and Brittany Spieker, Al and Carla Vanderberg 

Offering Counters Vickie Godfredsen, Gene Englin, Becky Simons 

 

Next Sunday, September 1 

Worship Leader Gary Klett 

Instrumentalists Denise Laaveg, Kevin Skadeland, Jared Hansen, 

 Conner Essick, Bill McCarroll 

Vocalists Becky Simons, Brittany Spieker, Rachel Simington 

Scripture Reader Al Vanderberg 

Children’s Message Doug Schwartz 

Prayers of the Church LaVonne Clark 

Nursery Kyle and Jamie Rouse 

Altar Prep Colleen Rouse, Linda Conlon 

Communion Servers Stan and Jodene Jongma, Lee and Nancy Ketcham 

Prayer Intercessors Steve and Theone Quattlebaum 

 Keith and Diane Van Kleek 

Camera Kevin Swancutt 

Computer Cindy Tigges 

Sound Cheryl Stueven 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 

Fellowship Hosts Denise Lovitt, Roger and Vickie Godfredsen 

 Set up: Denise Lovitt 

Greeters/Ushers Greg and Ann Lear, Darrel and Nancy Heckathorn 

Offering Counters Mark Vreeman, Jolene Hansen, Kay Iversen 



T HIS  W EEK  AT  F AITH  
 

Today - Sunday, August 25 - Rally Day! 

 8:00 a.m. Worship Vocalist and Musician Rehearsal 

 8:15 a.m. Prayer Time - All are welcome! 

 9:00 a.m. Worship with Teacher Installation 

  Fellowship - Immediately following Worship 

 10:30 a.m. Stephen Ministry informational meeting 

  Rally Day Scavenger Hunt! 

 

Tuesday, August 27 

 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. LWR Missions Work Day 

 1:00 p.m. Staff meeting 

 5:00 p.m. Stewardship Team meeting at Weasy’s 

 

Wednesday, August 28  

 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Christian Counseling 

        (Make appointments at 515-238-9010) 

 3:30 p.m. LifeKids 

 5:30 p.m. Community Meal - Maidrites 

 6:30 p.m. WoW! Worship - Super Heroes of the Bible: Noah 

  Confirmation 

 7:00 p.m. Worship Vocalist Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, August 29 

 8:30 a.m. Coffee Group 

 

Saturday, August 31 

 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, September 1 

 8:00 a.m. Worship Vocalist and Musician Rehearsal 

 8:15 a.m. Prayer Time - All are welcome! 

 9:00 a.m. Worship 

  Fellowship - Immediately following Worship 

 10:30 a.m. Large Group Sunday School 

  Adult Sunday School - Daniel 1 

 

Monday, September 2 - Labor Day 

  Office is closed. 


