
WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Inviting all people to faith . . . Come and Worship - Go and Work 
 

Pastor - Lee Laaveg  |  Ministers - All 

Phone  712-580-4316 2912 Highway Blvd, Spencer, Iowa 51301 

September 15, 2019 14th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Email us at:    faithlutheran@smunet.net   

Catch us on the Web:   www.faithlutheranspencer.com  

Follow us:       @flcspencer  

Like us on Facebook!       Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: Mondays @ 8:30 p.m. and Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m. 

Valley Of  Dry Bones  



Prelude 

Opening Song - “Eye Of The Storm” 

Welcome 

Prayer 

Song - “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 

*Invocation 

We meet in the strong name of our God, 

We praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

*Litany (From Psalm 103) 

Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 

Who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 

Who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 

Who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed 

like the eagle’s. 

The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. 

He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel: 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 

He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 

He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those 

who fear him; 

As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those 

who fear him; 

For he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. 

The life of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; 

The wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more. 

But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’s love is with those who fear him, and 

his righteousness with their children’s children; 

Praise the LORD, all his works everywhere in his dominion. Praise the LORD, my soul. 



*Prayer of the Day 

O Lord, all power and life come from You. When we are discouraged or defeated, 

turn our eyes to look to You for hope. You never give up on us. You are the God of 

second chances. You are the God of undeserved forgiveness. You are the God of 

resurrection. Though we are imperfect, pour Your grace upon us and use us for Your 

glory. In Jesus’ name. Amen.   

Scripture - Lamentations 3:19-26, 31-32 

Gospel - John 11:25-27, 32-44 

Children’s Message 

Song - “Blessed Be Your Name” 

Sermon Text - Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Sermon - “Valley Of Dry Bones” 

Offertory Song - “Build My Life”  (Offering will be received at this time) 

*Offertory Response - “We Are An Offering” 

*Offertory Prayer: 

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 

the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Confession of Faith 

Prayers of the Church 

*Sharing of the Peace 

*Words of Institution for Holy Communion 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Distribution Songs 

“King Of My Heart” 

“My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 

“Come As You Are” 

*Blessing 

*Closing Song - “Start A Fire” 

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

*Please stand if you are able. 



Scripture - Lamentations 3:19-26, 31-32 
19 I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. 20 I well 

remember them, and my soul is downcast within me. 21 Yet this I call to mind and 

therefore I have hope: 22 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for 

his compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 I 

say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.” 25 The LORD is good 

to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; 26 it is good to wait quietly for 

the salvation of the LORD. 31 For no one is cast off by the Lord forever. 32 Though he 

brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love. 

 

Gospel - John 11:25-27, 32-44 

(After Jesus learns that his friend, Lazarus of Bethany, has died.) 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will 

live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is 

to come into the world.” 32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw 

him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with 

her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid 

him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews 

said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened 

the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 Jesus, once more deeply 

moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 
39 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

“by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 40 Then Jesus said, 

“Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 41 So they took 

away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 

heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the 

people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said 

this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his 

hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to 

them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

 

Sermon Text - Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD 

and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth 

among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that 

were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign 

LORD, you alone know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to 



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS THIS MORNING!  
 

Whether you are from across town or out-of-state, your presence is a blessing to 

us. When the Friendship Pad is passed down the row, please fill it out so we may 

connect with you. Thank you for joining us today! 

them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to 

these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach 

tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put 

breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 7 So I 

prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a 

rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons 

and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This 

is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into 

these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath 

entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet - a vast army. 11 Then he 

said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 

are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to 

them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves 

and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my 

people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from 

them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. 

Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the 

LORD.’” 

Pastor’s Ponderings . . .  
1. If you came upon a valley filled with dried up skeletons, what might you 

conclude happened there? 

2. Have there been times in your life when you almost gave up hope?  What 

helped you continue? 

3. Can you think of a time in your life when God’s strength and love raised you up 

to a new beginning in your life? 

4. According to Ezekiel, what power does God’s Word have?   

What does the Word do? 

5. What promises of God’s Word are your foundation stones for life? 

6. In the Biblical story, does God ever use imperfect people for His purposes? 

7. Why is God’s grace our only hope? 



Today at 

Faith 

Sunday, 

September 15 
 

Continue to 

Grow in Faith! 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Large Group Sunday 

School for the children 

6th-12th Grade 

Sunday School in the 

mezzanine (upstairs) 

Daniel 5 Bible study  

with Pastor Lee in the 

Worship area 

 Next Sunday, 

September 22 

Bible Presentation Sunday 

- Classroom Sunday 

     School begins 

- Adult Sunday 

    School - Daniel 6 
 

 Sunday, 

September 29 

Mission Sunday with 

Pastor David Lerseth 

- Sunday School 

- H.S. Parent/youth mtg. 

- 6-8 p.m. Faith Family 

    Hayride Night! 
 

 Sunday, October 6 

Faith Funds presentation 

Today!  
Join Pastor Lee  

in the Worship area 

 at 10:30 a.m. for a 

Bible study on the handwriting on the 

wall in Daniel 5! 

This Thursday, Sept. 19 Stephen 

Ministry Training Begins! 
 

Eric Patten will be teaching Stephen Ministry 

training sessions beginning this Thursday,  

Sept. 19, at either 1:30 p.m. or at 6:15 p.m. 
 

If you would like to be a part 

of this dynamic program, 

please call the church office 

at 712-580-4316. 

Next Sunday, September 22 

our worship theme will explore the question, 

“Are We a Church?” 

We will share God’s Word in 

Ephesians 4:7, 11-16 together. 

The theme is an integral part of one of our 

congregation’s core values - leading ministry through lay people. This important 

theme is also one of the reasons we are now a Stephen Ministry congregation. 



September 16: 

Ken Ricklefs 

September 17:  

Barb Enge 

Jeremy Voit 

September 18: 

Larry Clark 

September 20: 

Rachel Simington 

September 16: 

Brad and Lori Krei 

Eric and Syndee Patten 

Mark and Rhonda Vreeman 

September 19: 

Mark and Lauriann 

Heilman 

Eric and Cindy Tigges 

September 21: 

Gene and Pam Englin 

Eli and Sara Franker 

5:30 p.m. Free Community Meal: Spaghetti 

6:30 p.m. WoW! Worship: Super Heroes  

  of the Bible - Joshua 

You can be a  

Super Hero for God! 

Reformation  

Pick-Up Choir 

All ages are invited to sing 

Matt Redman’s “Better Is One Day” 

on Reformation Sunday, Oct 27. 

Rehearsals will follow church services until 10:30 on 

the following dates: Sept. 22 and 29, October 13 and 20. 

Please note there is NO rehearsal on October 6. 

Come and enjoy praising God together! 

Sunday, September 29 
  

9:00 a.m. Worship Message 
 by Pastor David Lerseth 

 

10:30 a.m. Learn about  
Friends of Madagascar 
 with Pastor Lerseth! 

Parents AND High School Youth! 
Both high school youth and their parents are invited 

to a meeting at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 29! 

Because of the meeting, there will not be 

6th-12th grade Sunday School in the Mezzanine. 



Everybody’s 

Invited! 
 

Sunday, Sept. 29 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Communicating Your Faith! 
Start a journey learning 

how to share our faith 

with others! 

7-Week Adult 

 Sunday School Class  

Sunday, October 13 

10:30 a.m. 

Becoming a Contagious Christian 

by Bill Hybels and Mark Mittelberg.  

Faith Funds Presents! 
 

The Endowment Team will make 

a special presentation on our 

newly starting "Faith Funds." 
 

Come learn how your gifts can empower 

Faith's future. 

Sunday, October 6 

Welcome new 

members on 

Sunday, October  20! 

New 

Member 

Orientation  

Faith will have an 
 inter-generational family 
night at Joe and Rachel 

Simington’s farm! 
Potluck food, hayride, 

fun and fellowship!  
We will officially welcome 

Evan Nielsen! 
 

Make Plans To 

Attend! 
 

How to get there: Take Hwy. 
71 north from Faith - go 3 miles. 
Turn west on 300th St. (Langdon 
corner) - go 1 mile to 210th Ave. 

Turn north - go 1/4 mile. 
Turn west and go down long 

lane. Their farm is on the west 
side of the road. 

New Member 

Orientation 

Sunday, Oct. 13 

10:30 a.m. 



For Sunday School ... 

 Register online at http://
bit.ly/2Z0CxFH 

 Contact Korrie Anderson 
712.363.3556 

childrensministry@ 
faithlutheranspencer.com 

 Forms are on the kiosk in the 
back of the church 

THERE IS STILL 

ROOM! REGISTER 

YOUR CHILD FOR 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OR 

LIFEKIDS TODAY! 

For LifeKids ... 

   Register online at http://
bit.ly/2TgJtJ8 

 Contact Eric Patten 
712.229.1340 

eric@ 
faithlutheranspencer.com 

 Forms are available on the 
Welcome Center 

 The Church Office 
712.580.4316 

faithlutheran@smunet.net 

Dark-colored 

Hand Towels 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Please place the items in the 

yellow Mission box by the doors. 

 We received final delivery of sound system equipment. 
 LifeKids, Community Meal, WoW! Worship and 

Confirmation continues. 
 Faith Lutheran Church Council met Wednesday. 

 Jean Tielbur Halverson’s visitation and 
memorial service was Friday. 

Send information to office@faithlutheranspencer.com or by 
calling the office at 712-580-4316. Thank you! 

One Week! 
Monday, Sept. 23 

This newsletter is about and for 
our congregation. Do you have a 

thank you, need for prayers, 
special item or article to share? 

Submit your special item to 
the church office by Monday, 
Sept. 23 for inclusion in the 

October newsletter.  

Being a part of the Christian Woman 
Speaks is a fun experience and a 

great way to reach people with the 
good news of Jesus Christ. If you would like to be a part 

of, please contact Alice Nielsen at 712-264-0727.  

Christian Woman Speaks 
broadcasts over KICD-AM 

on Sunday, Sept. 22 at 
9:20 a.m. featuring 
Cheryl Hessenius 



Pastor: Lee Laaveg 

pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg 

worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Evangelism and Stephen Ministry Director: 

Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 

custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 

techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Youth Director: Evan Nielsen 

evan@faithlutheranspencer.com 

  YEAR BALANCE  

 GIVING TO DATE REMAINING ATTENDANCE 
 

JULY $26,310.42 $183,048.81 $222,590.19 156 

AUGUST $23,488.71 $206,537.52 $199,101.48 177 
    

SEPT. 1 $  6,014.92 $205,915.61 $199,723.39 157 

SEPT. 2-8 $  3,253.05 $209,168.66 $196,470.34 132 
 

THANK YOU FOR GENEROUSLY SUPPORTING FAITH LUTHERAN IN 2019! 

2019 GENERAL OFFERING 

AND ATTENDANCE 
 

BUDGET: $405,639.00  

Tithes and Offering 
“May God give you heaven’s dew and 

earth’s richness - an abundance of 

grain and new wine.” 
Genesis 27:28 

Faith Lutheran Church Staff: 

Nursery Ministry 
The Kids Need You! 

Do you have a heart for babies and children? 

Do your children enjoy the nursery? 

They need you to spend time with them during worship. Will you help? The love 

they'll share in return is priceless! Nursery attendants are scheduled on a rotation. 

Substitutes are available if necessary. 

If you are interested in helping, sign up at the “Faith Kids” kiosk in back 

or contact Korrie Anderson by phone (text or call) at 712.363.3556 or 

by email at childrensministry@faithlutheranspencer.com 



Thank you to today’s . . .  

Worship Leader Barb Solberg 

Instrumentalists Denise Laaveg, Jared Hansen, Bill McCarroll 

Vocalists Karen Brandt, Jolynne Eilts 

Scripture Reader Del Brockshus 

Children’s Message Evan Nielsen 

Prayers of the Church Darrel Heckathorn 

Nursery Eric Patten 

Altar Prep Colleen Rouse, Linda Conlon 

Communion Servers Todd and Shanna Kooker, Larry Peterson, Cindy Essick 

Prayer Intercessors Doug and Courtney Schwartz, Shirley Kooker, GA Darnell 

Camera Cindy Tigges 

Computer Kay Iversen 

Sound Cheryl Stueven 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 

Fellowship Hosts Larry and Shirley Nelson, Kevin Swancutt, Patricia Rohmiller 

 Set up: Shirley Nelson 

Greeters/Ushers Steve and Jean Oleson, Chris and Carolyn Christofferson 

Offering Counters Wayne Burnham, Nancy Newgard, Larry Wigen 

 

Next Sunday, September 22 

Worship Leader Dave Simington 

Instrumentalists Denise Laaveg, Kevin Skadeland, Jared Hansen, 

 Conner Essick, Bill McCarroll 

Vocalists Lauren Rouse, Ellie Spieker, Molly and Abbey Crew, 

 Lucy Simington 

Scripture Reader Cindy Essick 

Children’s Message Dodo and Emu 

Prayers of the Church Jim Paulsen 

Nursery Dan and Korrie Anderson 

Altar Prep Colleen Rouse, Linda Conlon 

Camera Kevin Swancutt 

Computer Kent Heazlett 

Sound Kristine Christianson 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 

Fellowship Hosts Sheryl Lee, LaVonne Clark 

 Set up: Sheryl Lee 

Greeters/Ushers Cole and Hannah Milbrath, Dave and Linda Susie 

Offering Counters Mark Vreeman, Gene Englin, Vickie Godfredsen 
 



T HIS  W EEK  AT  F AITH  
 

Today - Sunday, September 15 

 8:00 a.m. Worship Vocalist and Musician Rehearsal 

 8:15 a.m. Prayer Time - All are welcome! 

 9:00 a.m. Worship 

  Fellowship - Immediately following Worship 

 10:30 a.m. Large Group Sunday School 

  6th-12th Grade Sunday School - Mezzanine 

  Adult Sunday School - Daniel 5 
 

Wednesday, September 18  

 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Christian Counseling 

        (Make appointments at 515-238-9010) 

 12:00 p.m. Staff meeting 

 3:30 p.m. LifeKids 

 5:30 p.m. Community Meal - Spaghetti 

 6:30 p.m. Confirmation 

  WoW! Worship 

       Super Heroes of the Bible: Joshua 

 7:00 p.m. Worship Vocalist Rehearsal 

 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. High School Youth  
 

Thursday, September 19 

 8:30 a.m. Coffee Group - All are welcome! 

 1:30 - 4:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Training 

 6:15 - 8:45 p.m. Stephen Ministry Training 

 

Saturday, September 21 

 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
 

Sunday, September 22 

 8:00 a.m. Worship Vocalist and Musician Rehearsal 

 8:15 a.m. Prayer Time - All are welcome! 

 9:00 a.m. Worship - Bible Presentation 

  Fellowship - Immediately following Worship 

 10:30 a.m. Large Group Sunday School 

  6th-12th Grade Sunday School - Mezzanine 

  Adult Sunday School - Daniel 6 


