
WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Inviting all people to faith . . . Come and Worship - Go and Work 
 

Pastor - Lee Laaveg  |  Ministers - All 

Phone  712-580-4316 2912 Highway Blvd, Spencer, Iowa 51301 

December 1, 2019 First Sunday in Advent 
 

Email us at:    faithlutheran@smunet.net   

Catch us on the Web:   www.faithlutheranspencer.com  

Follow us:       @flcspencer  

Like us on Facebook!       Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: Mondays @ 8:30 p.m. and Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m. 

The King’s Return  



Prelude 

Opening Song - “Everlasting God” 

Welcome 

Advent Reading and Prayer - Eilts Family 

Song - “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

*Invocation 

We meet in the strong name of our God, 

We praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

*Litany  

As lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west; 

So shall the coming of the Son of Man be. 

Signs of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, 

They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds with great power and glory. 

Therefore, be alert, 

For you do not know which day your Lord is coming. 

No one knows the day or the hour, 

Therefore, live ready. Amen. 

*Prayer of the Day 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Son of God, and our Savior. Someday, every eye will 

see and every knee shall bow in heaven and earth. Someday, every tongue shall 

confess that you are the Lord of Life. We long for your return. Come heal our broken 

world. Come bring us peace. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.  

First Lesson - Acts 1:6-11 

Second Lesson - Revelation 1:1-8 

*Gospel - Matthew 24:29-44 

Children’s Message 

Song - “Beautiful Savior” 

Sermon - “The King’s Return” 



Offertory Song - “Glorious Day” (Offering will be received at this time) 

*Offertory Response - “O Come Let Us Adore Him” 

*Offertory Prayer: 

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 

the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Confession of Faith 

Prayers of the Church 

*Sharing of the Peace 

*Words of Institution for Holy Communion 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Distribution Songs 

“Come To The Table” 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

“Cornerstone” 

*Blessing 

*Closing Song - “Days of Elijah” 

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

*Please stand if you are able. 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS THIS MORNING!  
 

Whether you are from across town or out-of-state, your presence is a blessing to 

us. When the Friendship Pad is passed down the row, please let us know how we 

may connect with you. Thank you for joining us today! 



First Lesson - Acts 1:6-11  
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or 

dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he said this, he was taken up 

before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10 They were looking 

intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white 

stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into 

the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in 

the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 

Second Lesson - Revelation 1:1-8 
1 The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must 

soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who 

testifies to everything he saw - that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus 

Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed 

are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 
4 John, to the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from 

him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his 

throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, 

and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our 

sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 

Father - to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 7 “Look, he is coming with 

the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”; and all 

peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall it be! Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha 

and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the 

Almighty.” 

 

Gospel - Matthew 24:29-44 
29 “Immediately after the distress of those days ‘the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will 

be shaken.’ 30 Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the 

peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 

of heaven, with power and great glory. 31 And he will send his angels with a loud 

trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the 

heavens to the other. 32 Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get 

tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you 

see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this 

generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 
35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 36 But about 
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Pastor’s Ponderings . . .  

that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of 

Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing 

about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it 

will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be 

taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be 

taken and the other left. 42 Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what 

day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at 

what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not 

have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of 

Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 

1. Does the truth of Jesus coming again fill you with fear or excitement? 

2. What do you imagine the headlines of the news would be on the day 

Jesus returns? 

3. How is the day of Jesus’ return like the days of Noah and the flood? 

4. Will Jesus receive everyone to heaven on that day? 

5. What is the basis of judgment? 

6. How can we be ready for the day of the Lord?  

7. What do you imagine that the expression on Jesus’ face will be when 

He comes for you? 



Dates To Remember! 
 

 1st Sunday in Advent, Dec. 1 

- “Contagious Christian” concludes 

-  Christmas program rehearsal 

 Wednesday, Dec 4 

- Advent Potluck Meal 

- WoW! Worship: Joseph 

 Saturday, Dec. 7 

- Garage Clean Out Day 

- Christmas program rehearsal 

 Saturday, Dec. 14 

- Christmas program dress 

  rehearsal 

 Sunday, Dec. 15 

- “Away In A Mango” Sunday School 

  Christmas program 

Faith’s high school 

youth are selling 

2020 calendars for 

$10.00 each. 

PLEASE FIND THEM 

IN THE FELLOWSHIP 

AREA AFTER 

CHURCH TO  

PURCHASE YOUR 2020 CALENDAR 

TODAY! 
Thank you! 

Grades 6-12 Youth are invited to 
Outreach Night! 

Sunday, December 8:  

“Silent” Night Games! 

Cost is $4 for pizza meal 

4:15 p.m. meet at Faith, carpool to Camp 
8:30 p.m. Parent pick-up at Faith 

Youth are encouraged to RSVP to  
Evan Nielsen (402-510-6057) by 2:00 p.m. 

Today at Faith 

Sunday, December 1 

10:30 a.m. 

 Sunday School Christmas Program Rehearsal 

 Contagious Christian concludes in Worship Area 

A festive holiday cruise to Christmas Island 
turns perilous for nine passengers on a day 

shopping excursion when their boat, the 
 SS Mango, is caught in an unexpected storm and 

washed ashore on a deserted island. Deserted, 
that is, except for the island’s lone inhabitant, 
Johnny Coconut, marooned there years before. 

Will they be found in time for the ship’s big 
Christmas Concert and what’s Johnny’s story? 
Find out Sunday, December 15 at 9:00 a.m.! 

Rehearsal Today 

@ 10:30 a.m. 

Saturday Rehearsal - Dec. 7 

9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 



Work is Beginning on 
Capital Campaign Project 

#3: Garage Retrofit! 
We are moving forward with the next project in 
our capital campaign. 
Before we can start 
work in the garage, we 
need to clean it out. 

Do you have items in 
the garage that need to 
be saved? If so, now is 
the time to move those 
items to a safe place! 

This Saturday 

December 7, 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 Reminder! Items not identified to 

be saved will be discarded.  

 

Advent 

begins today 

Sunday, December 1 

If you would like to help decorate 

the altar area with poinsettias then  

enjoy them at home for Christmas, 

please fill out the order form below! 

 Leave the order form - with payment - 

in the red Christmas box on the 

Welcome Center. 

Make checks payable to 

Faith Lutheran Church and earmark them 

“Poinsettia” 

Orders need to be turned in to the 

church office by Sunday, December 8. 

Thank you! 

Name  _______________________________  

Phone  _______________________________  

8-inch Red Poinsettia in green foil is 

$29.00 each. Number ordered:  _______  

Total $  ______________________________  

In Memory of or in Honor of:  

 _____________________________________  

 _____________________________________  

 _____________________________________  

 _____________________________________  

 _____________________________________  

5 plants have been ordered 
to date! Don’t forget  

to order your plants today! 

LifeKids, Community Meal, WoW! 

Worship, Confirmation and Stephen 

Ministry classes continue! 

Christians Sheet Metal installed 

heating/cooling ductwork in the garage. 

Thanksgiving Eve Service was 

held on Wednesday. 

Help Set The 

Stage! 
 The Children’s Ministry 

Team needs your help to set the stage for 

the Children’s Christmas Program, Away 

In A Mango! They would like donations 

of white or tan bed sheets. 

Please place the sheets in the church 

office. - Thank you! 



December 4 

Tim Egland 

December 5 

Cryss Quanbeck 

December 6 

Landon Voit 

December 7 

Gene Englin 

Tonya Sorensen 

All-Day LifeKids! 

Monday, December 9 

7:40 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Grades: Kindergarten - 5th  

Must be registered  in the 

 LifeKids program. 

will meet Thursday, 

Dec. 5 at 1:30 p.m. in the 

Library. We welcome 

anyone who can knit or 

crochet to join us! 

We meet the first and third 

Thursday of every month 

from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. To 

find out how or if you have 

any questions, please 

contact Carla Vanderberg 

at 712-260-6051. 

Women’s Small Group 

Bible study will be 

Tuesday, December 10 

at 1:30 p.m. 

All women are invited! 

Item of the Month 

Receiving Blankets 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Please place the items 
in the yellow Mission 

box by the front doors! 

This month, we remember Mary wrapped Jesus in 
swaddling cloths. Many new moms do not have that same 

advantage. That is why receiving blankets   
are included in the baby care kits 

Lutheran World Relief sends to 
those in need around the world.  

December 3 

Bruce and Gayle 

Simons 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

Worship on Wednesday! will resume 

December 4 with Advent potluck 

meal at 5:30 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. - WoW! Worship  

Christmas Characters - Joseph 

You can be a  

Super Hero for God! 



Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday, December 11 - 7:00 p.m. 

Discipleship Room 

All church members are welcome to attend 

the council meeting. 

Topics may be shared with any council member for discussion at the council 

meeting. Please find a list of your Council Members on the bulletin board near Pastor 

Lee's office. Council members are also found on the church website under the Teams 

button - www.faithlutheranspencer.com/current-council-team-leaders/ 

Council Members! 

Please submit all team reports to the church office by Tuesday, Dec.10. 

Spencer Hospital 

Visitation Policy 

If you know you 

are going to be 

hospitalized or are in 

the hospital, please 

let the church office 

know. We would like 

to support you in 

prayer and possibly a 

visit. Spencer 

Municipal Hospital’s 

policy is to protect 

individual privacy 

and does not share 

patient information 

with clergy.  

Christmas Is Coming! 

Faith Lutheran prefers to shop locally when at all possible. Supporting 
our neighbors is important to the health of this community. However, 
people also shop online for various reasons. If you happen to shop at 

Amazon, consider using AmazonSmile instead. 
Customers enjoy the same wide selection of 
products, low prices, and convenient shopping 
features as on Amazon.com. The difference is 
that when customers shop on AmazonSmile, 
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5 percent of the price of eligible purchases to 
Faith Lutheran Church. 

Go to:   smile.amazon.com   or      https://amzn.to/2MDLJJ6 
Sign in with your credentials. Choose Faith Lutheran as the charity of 
your choice. Each time you shop at smile.amazon.com your purchases 
will benefit Faith Lutheran Church!  

You and Me Forever 

by Francis & Lisa Chan 
 

Sunday, January 5 |10:30 a.m. 

Worship area 
 

Participants in this Adult Study will be 

challenged to view their marriage like never 

before. They will watch seven videos and 

dive into engaging discussion. 



Pastor: Lee Laaveg 

pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 

custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 

techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Youth Director: Evan Nielsen 

evan@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg 

worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Evangelism and Stephen Ministry Director: 

Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Faith Lutheran Church Staff: 

Christmas Schedule 
Christmas Eve service - 4:00 p.m. on Dec. 24 

Office closed - Dec. 25 and 26 
New Year’s Day  

Office closed - Jan. 1 

  YEAR BALANCE  

 GIVING TO DATE REMAINING ATTENDANCE 
 

SEPTEMBER $22,615.98 $229,153.50 $176,485.50 172 

OCTOBER $27,064.04 $256,217.54 $149,421.46 186 
    

NOV. 1-3 $  6,310.56 $255,891.27 $149,747.73 206 

NOV. 4-10 $  7,042.25 $262,933.52 $142,705.48 176 

NOV. 11-17 $  5,450.64 $268,384.16 $137,254.84 202 

NOV. 18-24 $  5,724.26 $274,108.42 $131,530.58 200 
 

Thank you for generously supporting Faith Lutheran in 2019! 

 YEAR TO DATE TOTAL GIVING PLEDGED REMAINING 

 $62,895.00 $376,887.50 $23,112.50 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

2019 GENERAL OFFERING 

AND ATTENDANCE 
 

BUDGET: $405,639.00  

Tithes and Offering 
 

“...Walk in the way of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us as a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” 

Ephesians 5:2 



Thank you to today’s . . .  

Worship Leader Cryss Quanbeck 

Instrumentalists Denise Laaveg, Kevin Skadeland, Jared Hansen, 

 Conner Essick, Bill McCarroll   

Vocalists Ross and Beth Brockshus, Lisa Buchan 

Candle Lighting & Prayer Brett and Jolynne Eilts, Jackson, Katie and Haley 

Scripture Reader GA Darnell 

Children’s Message Doug Schwartz 

Prayers of the Church Al Vanderberg 

Nursery Kyle and Jamie Rouse 

Altar Prep Denise Lovitt, Nancy Petersen McCarroll 

Communion Servers Dave and Jan Hopkins, Ken and Cheryl Hessenius 

Prayer Intercessors Becky Simons, Justin Spieker, Dennis Larson, Randy Enge 

Camera Kent Heazlett 

Computer Paul Wire 

Sound Cheryl Stueven 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 

Fellowship Hosts Denise Lovitt, Roger and Vickie Godfredsen 

 Set up: Denise Lovitt 

Greeters/Ushers Dave and Linda Susie, Todd and Shanna Kooker 

Offering Counters Jolene Hansen, Kay Iversen, Mark Vreeman 

 

Next Sunday, December 8 

Worship Leader Barb Solberg 

Instrumentalists Denise Laaveg, Kevin Skadeland, Jared Hansen, 

 Conner Essick, Bill McCarroll   

Vocalists Sophie Behrens, Courtney and Mia Schwartz 

Candle Lighting & Prayer Joe, Rachel, Levi, Lucy, Annabelle, Silas Simington 

Scripture Reader Matt Essick 

Children’s Message Radina Jansen 

Prayers of the Church LaVonne Clark 

Nursery Michael and Sarah Ruhs 

Altar Prep Arlene Fairchild, Lee Nelson 

Camera Cheryl Stueven 

Computer Becky Simons 

Sound Del Christman 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 

Fellowship Hosts Troy and Anne Rosendahl, Stan and Jodene Jongma 

 Set up: Jodene Jongma 

Greeters/Ushers Paul and Kris Behrens, Justin and Brittany Spieker 

Offering Counters Barb Solberg, Greg Lear, Lori Krei 
 



THIS  WEEK AT  FAITH  
 

Sunday, December 1 - 1st Sunday of Advent  

 8:00 a.m. Worship Vocalist and Musician Rehearsal 

 8:15 a.m. Prayer Time - All are welcome! 

 9:00 a.m. Worship  

  Fellowship - Immediately following Worship 

 10:30 a.m. Sunday School - Christmas Program Rehearsal 

  Contagious Christian 

  Budget meeting 

Tuesday, December 3 

 4:00 p.m. LifeKids Task Team meeting 

 6:30 p.m. Grand Ave. Community Outreach informational meeting 

Wednesday, December 4  

11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Christian Counseling - Make appointments at 515-238-9010 

 12:00 p.m. Staff meeting 

 3:30 p.m. LifeKids 

 5:30 p.m. Executive Team meeting 

  Advent Potluck 

 6:30 p.m. Confirmation 

  WoW! Worship: Special Advent Style 

 7:00 p.m. Worship Vocalist Rehearsal 

  High School Youth Group 

Thursday, December 5 

 8:30 a.m. Coffee Group 

 1:30 p.m. Stephen Minister Training 

  Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 6:15 p.m. Stephen Minister Training 

 6:30 p.m. Music & Creative Arts Team meeting 

Saturday, December 7 

 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Garage Clean Out Day 

 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. Children Christmas Program Rehearsal 

Sunday, December 8 - 2nd Sunday of Advent  

 8:00 a.m. Worship Vocalist and Musician Rehearsal 

 8:15 a.m. Prayer Time - All are welcome! 

 9:00 a.m. Worship  

  Fellowship - Immediately following Worship 

 10:30 a.m. Sunday School - Christmas Program Rehearsal 

 4:15 p.m. IOLBC Outreach Night 


