
WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Inviting all people to faith . . . Come and Worship - Go and Work 
 

Pastor - Lee Laaveg  |  Ministers - All 

Phone  712-580-4316 2912 Highway Blvd, Spencer, Iowa 51301 

March 29, 2020 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Email us at:    faithlutheran@smunet.net   

Catch us on the Web:   www.faithlutheranspencer.com  

Follow us:       @flcspencer  

Like us on Facebook!       Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: Mondays @ 8:30 p.m. and Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m. 

 

Bless 

the Lord 



Prelude 

Opening Song - “Praise To The Lord” 

Welcome and Prayer  Gary Klett 

Song - “Blessed Be Your Name” 

Invocation 

We meet in the strong name of our God, 

We praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Litany 

Lord, we struggle with fear, and our faith is weak. 

Pour Your Holy Spirit into our hearts to fill us with hope and faith. 

Forgive us when we try to face life’s troubles on our own. 

Thank you that you are our hiding place, our refuge. 

We confess that we are weak and powerless over so many parts of life; 

Yet, Your power is perfected in our weakness, and Your presence gives us peace. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Dear Lord, it is easy to become discouraged on our life journey, to look down, or 

even to despair. Our outlook sees only our limits or our weak capacity. Yet, you are 

an all-powerful God, and you are filled with steadfast love for your children. So we 

cry out to you, looking up in worship. Thank you for promising to hear us. Strengthen 

our faith and give us peace. We praise you and bless your holy name. Amen. 

First Lesson - Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Second Lesson - Ephesians 1:3-10 

Gospel - John 17:1-11 

Song - “10,000 Reasons” 

Sermon Text - Psalm 103 

Sermon - “Bless The Lord” 

Song - “God, You’re So Good” 

Confession of Faith 

Prayers of the Church 



Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing 

Closing Song - “What A Friend” 

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

WELCOME! 

While we cannot meet in person right now, we welcome you. 

Find our worship service on YouTube at 

www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer 

 

Only church staff are allowed in the building at this time. If you’d like to visit with 

one of our staff, please make an appointment. Telephone:  712-580-4316 

Questions or concerns? 

Please contact the church office each week day 

during the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

Everyone in our church gets FREE ACCESS to thousands of 

Christian videos for children and adults! 

www.rightnowmedia.org 

Please contact the office, 712-580-4316, if you need access or help. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer


First Lesson - Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which I 

made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” 

declares the LORD. 33 “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I 

will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 They will not teach 

again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for 

they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the 

LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” 

 

Second Lesson - Ephesians 1:3-10 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him 

before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 

In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, 

according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, 

which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through 

His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 
8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery 

of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to 

an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all 

things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. 

 

Gospel - John 17:1-11 
1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour 

has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him 

authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 
3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 

You have sent. 4 I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You 

have given Me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory 

which I had with You before the world was. 6 “I have manifested Your name to the 

men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to 

Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 Now they have come to know that everything 

You have given Me is from You; 8 for the words which You gave Me I have given to 

them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and 

they believed that You sent Me. 9 I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the 

world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours; 10 and all things that 

are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 I am no 



Pastor’s Ponderings . . .  

longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy 

Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may 

be one even as we are. 

 

Sermon Text - Psalm 103 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name. 2 Bless the 

LORD, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits; 3 Who pardons all your iniquities, who 

heals all your diseases; 4 Who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with 

lovingkindness and compassion; 5 Who satisfies your years with good things, so that 

your youth is renewed like the eagle. 6 The LORD performs righteous deeds and 

judgments for all who are oppressed. 7 He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to 

the sons of Israel. 8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in lovingkindness. 9 He will not always strive with us, nor will He keep His 

anger forever. 10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us 

according to our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great 

is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him. 12 As far as the east is from the west, 

So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 13 Just as a father has compassion on 

his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him. 14 For He Himself 

knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust. 15 As for man, his days are like 

grass; As a flower of the field, so he flourishes. 16 When the wind has passed over it, it is 

no more, and its place acknowledges it no longer. 17 But the lovingkindness of the LORD 

is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to 

children’s children, 18 to those who keep His covenant and remember His precepts to 

do them. 19 The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, and His sovereignty 

rules over all. 20 Bless the LORD, you His angels, mighty in strength, who perform His word, 

obeying the voice of His word! 21 Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, you who serve Him, 

doing His will. 22 Bless the LORD, all you works of His, in all places of His dominion; Bless 

the LORD, O my soul! 

1. What causes you to become downcast or despairing in your perspective of life? 

2. What does the psalmist encourage himself to do? 

3. What is the difference between praise and thanks? 

4. Have you ever heard of offering God a “sacrifice of praise?” What does it mean? 

5. Why should we continually praise God? 

6. What is the relationship between worship and faith? 

7. Who should join the chorus of praise? 



Live-streaming this Wednesday, April 1 ... 
 

6:30 p.m. Lenten Worship Journey Through the Psalms 

Psalm 23 with Brittany Spieker 
 

Worship Leader Pastor Lee Laaveg 

Instrumentalist Denise Laaveg 

Message Brittany Spieker 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 
 

This Lenten season, the Mission Ministry Team invites us to generously 

support two different mission initiatives. 

LifeKids Ministry. LifeKids, our children’s afterschool program is expanding to a 

full week, Monday through Friday format next August. We want every child to be 

able to attend. Lenten offerings will support our tuition assistance fund. 

Falls Community Church in Sioux Falls is our “sister congregation.” They are 

primarily made up of immigrants from Sudan. They need our prayers and 

encouragement. But, they also need our financial support. 

March 25th Lenten Offering was $100.00 | Total: $1,657.78 

Thank you for your generous support of these missions! 

Intentional Time of Prayer and Fasting on March 28 – 30 

As the spread of COVID-19 continues to impact our lives, local clergy are encouraging all 

Christians to set aside time March 28–30 to pray for God’s intervention in the ongoing 

pandemic. Clergy throughout Clay County have gathered regularly for virtual meetings 

during the week to collaborate on ways to minister to the people of the Clay County area 

during this pandemic. 

Church leaders are encouraging their congregants to fast from one or more meals on 

Saturday, March 28, Sunday, March 29, or Monday, March 30, during this pivotal time for 

our state and respective communities. In this time of international trouble, all Christians are 

encouraged to seek the presence of God through prayer and fasting. Pray for the Spirit’s 

guidance to protect our families, serve our neighbors, and to watch over health care workers. 

We invite all people of faith to seek His face for protection, guidance, and peace. 

For those who are new to fasting and are unsure where to start, “Fasting for Beginners” 

from Desiring God provides helpful steps to setting aside time to pray and fast 

(www.desiringgod.org/articles/fasting-for-beginners). Please join the churches of Clay 

County as we pray for medical workers and all people in the face of this pandemic. 



Thrivent Choice Dollars direction 

is due March 31. Contact your Thrivent 

Representative or the church office (712-580-4316.) 

Ways to Send Your Offering and Tithes to Faith 

We are grateful for your continued generosity in support of our 

congregation’s mission and ministry. Even though we will not be gathering 

face to face, would you please continue to give at your normal level of 

support or beyond? Give in one of the four following ways: 

1. You can mail in your checks to our church office 

2. You can give online http://bit.ly/33RXUbH 

3. Use the “Bill Pay” option from your online banking 

4. We can work with your personal bank to set up a bank to bank account 

transfer (which could be discontinued any time you desire) 
 

Call Lori Krei at the church office if you need help in your method of giving 

(712.580.4316). Thank you for continuing to generously give to Faith! 

2020 GENERAL OFFERING 

AND ATTENDANCE 
“The purpose of tithing is to 

teach you always to put 
God first in your lives.” 

Deuteronomy 14:23 (TLB) 

  YEAR BALANCE  

 GIVING TO DATE REMAINING ATTENDANCE 

JANUARY $  37,309.57 $  37,309.57 $358,054.43 164 

FEBRUARY $  24,352.55 $  61,662.12 $333,701.88 180  

    

MARCH 1 $    6,859.25 $  68,521.37 $326,842.63 186 

MARCH 2-8 $    5,671.55 $  74,192.92 $321,171.08 151 

MARCH 9-15 $    4,482.25 $  78,675.17 $316,688.83 178 

MARCH 15-22 $    5,502.00 $  84,177.17 $311,186.83 15* 
 

*SUNDAY, MARCH 22: YOUTUBE LIVE-STREAMING VIEWERS - 96 

 YOUTUBE TOTAL VIEWERS OF WORSHIP SERVICE - 232 

Thank you for generously supporting Faith Lutheran in 2020! 



Pastor: Lee Laaveg 

pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Youth Director: Evan Nielsen 

evan@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg 

worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Evangelism and Stephen Ministry Director: Eric 

Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 

custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 

techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Faith Lutheran Church Staff: 

Thank you to today’s . . .  

Worship Leader Gary Klett 

Instrumentalist Denise Laaveg 

Vocalists Brittany Spieker, Rachel Simington, Kirby Fueston 

Scripture Reader Worship Leader 

Prayers of the Church Worship Leader 

Camera Cindy Tigges 

Computer Lead Tech 

Sound Lead Tech 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 
 

Next Sunday, April 5 

Worship Leader Karen Brandt 

Instrumentalist Denise Laaveg 

Vocalists Radina Jansen, Joan Loring, Cassie Simcox 

Scripture Reader Worship Leader 

Prayers of the Church Worship Leader 

Camera Paul Wire 

Computer Lead Tech 

Sound Lead Tech 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 
 

March 29 

Korrie Anderson 

March 30 

Lisa Buchan 

Arlene Fairchild 

April 1 

Hannah Campbell 

LaVonne Clark 

April 3 

Sara Franker 

Heidi Skadeland 

April 4 

Kevin Swancutt 

April 4 - Steve and Theone Quattlebaum 


