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It is exciting to begin a new year! As we leave the past behind, we long for 

the coming year to bring change. To that end, Faith Lutheran is moving 

“Forward in Hope” in 2021. With the Lord, we will make our plans and 

accomplish His work. 

January brings with it a host of activity. First, WoW! resumes on January 

6. This winter we will explore the Mountains of Glory! Come for a meal at 

5:30 p.m. then stay for a message about one of the mountains in the 

Bible. The evening will surely fill you up physically and spiritually! 

Sunday School resumes for the children on January 10. The adults will 

enjoy a Discipleship course in the SON Room with Pastor Lee. They will 

study the book of 1 Peter together. Grab your coffee and donut and find a 

seat to listen and share. 

Our annual congregational meeting will be held on January 24, 2021 right 

after worship. Make plans to attend this very important meeting. The 

congregation votes on the budget and, new team leaders, in addition to 

solidifying the covenant with Zion and voting on a Call Team to find our 

new pastor. We also want to honor those team leaders who served on 

council and well as welcome those coming on to council this year. Our 

council members work together for all of us. They are blessings! 

Faith will continue to celebrate its 10th anniversary. Watch for articles in 

the newsletter and for pictures to start going up on the walls. After 10 

years, our church continues to be strong and a light in our community. It 

is truly an accomplishment by all in the body that is Faith Lutheran 

Church. 

This month we are beginning the roll-out of our redesigned newsletter. It 

is time for a fresh look. Keep an eye out for more changes and features as 

the year continues. 

Blessings to all as a new year begins! Let’s go! 

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
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Pastor Lee Laaveg 

Dear Faith family, 

As a new year of opportunity begins, I would like to share five keys for Faith in 2021. 

First, stay in God’s Word. The number one Google search Bible verse of 2020 was Isaiah 
41:10, “Do not fear, for I am with you. Do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you. I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” If I were to pick 

a key verse for 2021, it would be Luke 1:37, when the angel Gabriel said to Mary, “Nothing is 

impossible with God!” We look to the year of 2021 with hope, because God’s power works for 

us and in us. 

Second, be devoted to prayer. Pray for healing for the world from the Corona Virus. Pray for 
healing in our nation. Pray for unity in Christ’s body. Pray for the selection of our call 

committee and the search process for Faith’s new pastor. Pray for the search for a new 

worship director. Pray for LifeKids to continue powerfully touching the lives of children and 

the families from which they come. Pray for our partnership with Zion Lutheran of Ruthven. 

Invite the Spirit to flow into our congregation and among us as His people.  

Third, believe that God will see us through. The Presence of His Spirit will empower us to 
persevere. Recently, Del Brockshus said to me, “God is love, therefore there is no need to fear.” 

So, we press on in faith. 

Fourth, always remember that we need each other. We are stronger together. Proverbs 17:17 
says, “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” We all miss the freedom 

of fellowship and friendship shared, but we remain devoted to one another in love, and to the 

mission Christ calls us to do in His name. We are united in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Fifth, we are filled with hope for a bright future. Henri Nouwen writes, “When we live with hope 
we do not get tangled up with concerns for how our wishes will be fulfilled. . . Ultimately, it is 

not a question of having a wish come true but of expressing an unlimited faith in the Giver of 

all good things. . . . Hope is based on the premise that God gives only what is good. Hope 
includes an openness by which you wait for the promise to come through, even though you 

never know when, where, or how this might happen.” Faith’s future is bright, and it is exciting 

to embrace the next chapter of our life shared. 

I suggest one possible theme for this 2021 year is, “Forward in Hope!” By faith, we live in 

hope-filled expectation. 
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Birthdays 

January 1 Darold Jamtgaard 

 Dennis DeWitt 

January 4 Gil Scribner 

January 5 Dick Allen 

January 7 Christine Christianson 

January 8 Katie Eilts 

January 9 Levi Simington 

January 10 Jada Piercy 

 Josh Kruger 

 Kinnick Friedrich 

January 11 Emily Holt 

January 12 Joy Kelsch 

January 13 Connor Tigges 

 Bob Erdman 

January 14 Brad Krei 

January 17 Julie Fisher 

January 18 Lisa Becker 

January 19 Courtney Thompson 

 Debbie Zitterich 

 Kiersten Campbell 

January 20 Pam Hanson 

 Norm Nielsen 

January 21 Colton Doran 

 Zach Kooker 

 Denise Laaveg 

 Paizlee Friedrich 

January 22 Hannah Dibble 

 Amy Freeman 

January 23 Gerald Hanson 

 

January 24 Mark Hopkins 

 Patty Ellsworth 

January 26 Becky Simons 

January 27 Nickie Hansen 

 Jim Unrau 

January 31 Abe Ortiz 

 

Anniversaries 

January 13 Cole & Hannah Milbrath 

January 19 Paul & Kris Behrens 

Prayer Corner 

Faith Lutheran Church is a praying church. Let’s pray for our 

blessings and our challenges and needs. 

We give thanks to God for: 

The wonderful Christmas program at Faith on December 13 

The gifts shared with Faith in 2020 

10 years of Faith Lutheran Church 

Prayers requested for: 

The annual congregational meeting in January 

The Call Team to be chosen to seek a new pastor for Faith 

Linda Conlon on the passing of her husband, Jim Conlon on 

December 31, 2020 

Mike and Linda Trierweiler; Rexanne Brink; Keith Danette 

Keith Swancutt; Rev. Randy James; LaVonne Clark’s cousin, Cindy 

Nancy Heckathorn’s brother, Pete, and sister, Lea 
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Grand Avenue Community Outreach (GACO) is an ecumenical, 

volunteer-driven, non-profit organization that is designed to meet 

physical, spiritual and long-term needs of people in Spencer and the 

area. 

GACO, formerly known as the Dream Center, is housed in the 

Tangney Hotel, a 100-year-old landmark in Spencer. It was renovated and reopened as a community 

outreach center in January, 2011. Services and outreach programs offered include:  

- Social services 

- Free medical and dental clinics 

- Food and Clothing Outreach (in cooperation with the Food Bank of Iowa) 

The community is invited to come to GACO for a free meal at the Community Kitchen. In the front 

dining room, meals are served from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Monday, Thursday and Saturday. For more 

information, please email: info@GACOutreach.com 

Are you passionate about serving our community? Whether you help through monetary donations, 

volunteering your time, or spreading their mission through word-of-mouth, Grand Avenue Outreach 

Center is always looking for volunteers to help make their vision a reality. They will help you find a 

way to volunteer that best suits you. Please give them a call at 712-580-4732. 

 General Council of Assembly of God 

 ATLAS of Spencer 

 Grand Avenue Community Outreach 

 The Multi-Church Community 

Assistance Fund 

 LifeKids Tuition Fund 

 World Mission Prayer League 

 Wycliffe Bible Translators 

 Laborers with Christ 

 International Messengers 

 Operation Serve International 

 Friends of Madagascar Missions 

 Reaching the Unreached, 

West Africa 

 Faith Lutheran Mission Trips 

 LCMC 

Grand Avenue Community Outreach 

Mission Team Members: Kent Heazlett, Mission Team leader 

Pam Harris | Tracy and Donna Bengtson | Tracy Coleman Wigen 

Kay Iversen | Joan Loring | Brittany Spieker | Julie Williams 

Lutheran World Relief Care Kits 
Dark colored Bath Sized Towels 

Sizes: between 20”x40” & 52”x27” 

 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity Food Pantry 
Canned soup and canned fruit 

 

Items can be donated by placing them in the yellow Missions box 
inside the church near the front doors.  
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2021 HORIZON 

2021 will bring about one major initiative and one major change. I 

want to first share with you the major initiative called the, “GO 

Mission,” and then share with you my role change as I minister at Zion 

Lutheran Church in Ruthven.  

Over the past year the Evangelism Team and I have worked on a large vision for Faith called the, “GO 

Mission.” This vision is a tangible method of how Faith church can share Christ with others. The “GO 

Mission” stems from our call by Jesus to, “make disciples of all nations,” and our mission statement 

at Faith, “Inviting all people to Faith… come and worship – go and work.” Christ has called all of us to 

share the gospel and make disciples. We are called to do this as individuals, and as a collective body 

of believers working together. This mission outlines methods and strategies to accomplish the call of 

Christ. I am excited to see it unfold at Faith as we seek to reach people with the love of Christ and the 

joy of the Gospel. More details to come in 2021! 

A major change that will take place is my role at Faith. As we have begun a working relationship with 

Zion Lutheran Church in Ruthven, I have shifted my time and energy to work with Zion Congregation 

in their ministry. I will still serve faithfully at Faith Lutheran, primarily in the areas of LifeKids and 

Stephen Ministry. However, I will no longer be the Director of Evangelism to cover the breadth of 

responsibilities at Zion. I believe the partnership with Zion will be beneficial for both churches, and 

that both churches will become stronger as we work together. 

Blessings to all as we begin the New Year! May God bless you as you continue to walk in relationship 

with Him! 

Evangelism with Eric Patten 

No One Said a Word 

“When Job’s three friends heard about all the troubles that had come upon him, 

they set out to go and sympathize with him and comfort him. When they saw him, they sat on the 

ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw 

how great his suffering was.” Job 2:11-13, paraphrased.  

When we are at our worst, one of the greatest acts of empathy is when a friend comes to you and 

spends time with you. No words are needed; just his or her presence is enough to comfort the 

soul. From his or her presence comes the cry of love, which produces the feeling that you are not 

alone as you struggle. God also comes to us in our struggles to sit with us, to be present. Not to 

take away the suffering, but to comfort us, and even weep with us. God knows your struggles. 

You are not alone. 

Do you need someone to come and sit with you, and just be there to listen? Are you searching for 

God in the crazy of life? Do you need a friend to hear what you have to say? If so, contact Eric 

Patten. He can match you with a Stephen Minister, who will walk alongside you as you face life’s 

ups and downs. We all need someone to walk with. Maybe a Stephen Minister exactly what you 

need! 

Stephen Ministry Director Eric Patten 
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Watch for articles in the newsletter, the bulletin, and for videos in our worship 

together of Faith people sharing special memories of Faith’s first ten years!  

Many of you have cool stories to tell about how God’s Spirit assisted in the 

birth and early years of our congregation’s life.  Maybe it’s about our building, 

a special memory or event at our church, your involvement as a leader, or a 

unique relationship with a special person.  Would you be willing to write out 

your special memory, or your treasured event from our life of Faith together?  

Write your story or memory and send it to Lori Krei in the office at 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com.  Help us tell our story please!  We 

will be remembering and celebrating these reflections and videos all year. 

Faith Memories by Carla Vanderberg 

August 15th, 2010 was our first worship service at 

Compass Point. As we arrived, I had feelings of 

excitement and uncertainty. But as we all gathered and 

worshipped, I had feelings of a closeness to God in a 

new way I had not experienced before. We all were a 

family of believers who came to worship God and the 

bond we all shared was deep. After that service many of 

us met in a large group to determine where and how we 

proceed to operate going forward. Committees were 

being formed and we all stepped up. We sat in a circle and 1 by 1 people were raising their hands 

eagerly to help in any way they could. Up until this point I had attended church where I was an 

observer and not a participant. Now I was eagerly raising my hand to be a part of the music 

committee and felt the Holy Spirit ignite something in me I had not felt before spiritually. Music has 

always moved me in worship and now I was able to help and participate in sharing that with others. 

My faith had been renewed and I was now able to put my faith into action.  

As time moved forward my excitement and confidence grew as a believer in God and as a person. I felt 

God telling me I didn’t have to be perfect, just willing. After all, this was new to all of us and we were 

all placed in new roles we didn’t have experience in what it takes to start and form a new church. I 

remember going to my place of employment at the time and telling others “We’re going to start a new 

church.” I could see an array of thoughts going through each one’s minds and I must admit it did 

sound like a stretch as I said those words.  

My work with music started with myself and 3 others meeting weekly choosing songs for the following 

Sunday’s worship service. We would gather our music books from home and choose from those 

selections. Music progressed and kept growing in new and exciting ways. It was an exciting time to 

see God’s plans for Faith unfold and all the people stepping out of their comfort zones to make it all 

happen. As the church began to grow, I too was continuing to grow in my Christian faith.  

A couple highlights for me looking back was having the courage to sing on a Praise Team. It was 

another way for me to praise God. Another was to host the first soup supper during a fundraiser we 

hosted in hopes to purchase a grand piano. We had the music group “River” come and perform. Some 

had doubts we could raise enough money to make such a purchase but, in the end, we were able to 

and that was a beautiful thing. 

God has continued to use and inspire me in my walk and involvement at Faith throughout the years. 

What a journey it has been and what a blessing it has been to be a part of a new church that was 

formed 10 years ago. What started with 20-plus people with hopes and dreams of a new church was 

surely a “God thing.” 

10th Anniversary ... Faith Remembers Through the Year 

mailto:churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com
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Early History of a New Lutheran Church by Del Brockshus 

“And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which 

God lives by his Spirit.” - Ephesians 2:22 

Those attending the Sunday meeting at the Simington home agreed that 

others might be interested sharing and it was decided to have a Wednesday 

evening gathering. To accommodate those attending I offered the use of the 

Outdoor Elements Studio at Del’s. The Studio contains a classroom that will 

comfortably seat a hundred people … far more than I anticipated attending. 

Wednesday evening arrived and along with it lots people. The classroom was 

filling to near capacity and I was worried. How would I as host lead nearly 

ninety folks in discussion? I’ve always said that wherever ten Lutherans 

gathered there was at least fifteen or more opinions. This was going to be a challenge. While I don’t 

remember, I’m told there was an opening prayer and a song. I recall posing the question of who was in 

favor of establishing a new church and the answer was a resounding … establish a new church! 

In order to make sure everyone was able to have a voice in what that new church would look like, I 

asked those attending to gather into small groups, select a leader and try to limit to ten items they’d 

like to see in a new church. The chatter and laughter from the small groups warmed my heart. After a 

period, each group leader presented the items important to that group. We had an easel with large 

sheets of paper on it and as each group leader presented their items they were dutifully recorded until 

nine pages were filled. Before the evening ended it was decided to have church services in the facility 

at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday. Folks present volunteered for various parts of the service and the lay-led new 

Lutheran Church’s first service was just days away. I had asked everyone attending to sign in and 

include their email address and we agreed that would be our means of communication. It would be a 

“God Thing!”* 

While we were delighted to host this new church, I had two concerns about my facility. It got warm on 

Wednesday evening so obviously my air conditioning was not adequate and there was no sound 

system. 

At the time I was treasurer at Compass Pointe, the drug and alcohol treatment center in our area. The 

office was in the Gateway North Mall. On Thursday morning as I was signing checks there and shared 

with the CEO, that we had established a new church and my concerns. The CEO immediately offered 

the Compass Pointe facilities for our church services. It had adequate air conditioning, a stage and 

sound system … another “God 

Thing!” The first congregational 

email noting the change in 

service location was sent that 

day. 

Later in the week I compiled the 

nine pages of Wednesday’s 

suggestions into 32 items and as 

of today all 32 have come to 

fruition … another “God Thing!” 

On Sunday a few early-comers 

helped set up the chairs and a 

table serving as an altar. At 9:00 

a.m. we had a congregation, bulletins, music, liturgy, and message. The message was based on 

Matthew 28:18-20 known as the “Great Commission.” 

* God Thing: A term given by someone in our congregation to denote the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

There would be many such events in the days to come including today. 
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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 

The old has gone, the new is here!” - 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Lee and I have moved often. The most challenging piece of 

furniture to move has always been the piano. During one of our 

moves the parsonage was at the top of a hill with a long lane. 

As I watched from the window with my mother and my mother-in-law, the piano rolled out of the 

truck and bounced on the ground. As if it couldn’t get any worse, the piano then proceeded to roll 

down the hill.  

Lee will be starting a sermon series in January entitled “Life!” The stronger our faith the more we 

realize that life is sacred. Life is always God’s precious gift. Our theme song for this series for the 

month is “Made New” by Lincoln Brewster: 

You’re calling me over; You’re pulling me close’ 

With love You surround me’ You give me hope. 

You’re taking me deeper; You’re making me whole; 

With grace You redeem me, You restore my soul; 

Now I’m made new because of You. 

You hold my head up; You remind me who I am; 

You hold my head up; I’m alive in You again; 

I’m made new. 

I thought the piano was ‘finished’. However, a skilled piano technician repaired the cabinet like new, 

the keys were fixed, the strings were repaired and the tuning board was miraculously not damaged. 

We do not have that piano anymore but for years we continued to move that piano and I continued to 

play and teach using the same piano. If I looked closely at the side underneath the cover I could see a 

small mark that was a reminder of ‘our adventure’. 

God heals the broken pieces and the wounded. There may be scars but the sound of the music is 

once again beautiful. God puts us back together and we are made new! 

Worship Director Denise Laaveg 

January 6 - Mount Ararat 

January 13 - Mount Moriah 

January 20 - Mount Sinai 

January 27 - Mount Hermon 

February 3 - Mount Olivet 

February 10 - Mount Calvary  

Wednesdays 

Meal at 5:30 p.m. 

Worship at 6:30 p.m. 

Mountains of Glory! 
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Steward of the Month: 
Doreen Scribner 

As our new year begins in 2021, 

our Steward of the Month is 

Doreen Scribner! 

As a follower of Jesus, Doreen 

always shows a big heart for 

people. In Henri Nouwen’s book, 

The Wounded Healer, the author 

shares about people who go 

through difficult moments in 

their journey, experiencing 

brokenness, pain, or woundedness. When God’s 

grace heals their inner soul, they are strengthened 

through God’s touch, and God then calls the person 

to be used by Him, to offer that same grace to 

others going through difficulties. Doreen is one of 

God’s “wounded healers.” 

By many people’s view, Doreen has been through a 

lot of personal challenge and loss, yet she oozes 

compassion for others, showing great sensitivity, 

and offering a gentle, hope-filled spirit. She comes 

alongside people with love and care. She befriends 

them to bring encouragement and lift them up. 

Doreen is on the Caring Ministry Team, and is 

herself one of Faith’s Care Group leaders, reaching 

out to people to express love and offer prayer. In a 

previous church, she had been a trained Stephen 

Minister, even teaching the classes for those 

involved in the ministry program.  

Doreen also has a servant’s heart. She is often a 

server for funeral luncheons, and special events like 

“Leadercast” and “Work as Worship.” Her willing 

positive spirit offers help and a big boost. 

For many years, Doreen has hosted a “journey 

team” small group Bible study in her home once a 

week. With this group, her life is anchored in the 

Word of God, invested in friendship and fellowship, 

and love.  

In addition, together with her husband, Gil, the 

couple is very faithful in Faith’s worship life.  

Faith Church is blessed, and the people of Faith are 

blessed, by the way which Doreen lives and carries 

herself as a woman of faith. Our congregation is 

strong, compassionate, and loving because of people 

like Doreen. 
 

Well Done, 
Good and Faithful Servant! 

Christian Giving 
by J.I. Packer 

(This is the third of four articles on giving by J.I. 
Packer, Professor of Theology at Regents 
College, British Columbia) 

Christian giving is ministry 
with God’s money. 

Ministry means service; service means 

relieving need; need means a lack of 

something that one cannot well do without. 

Paul calls his plan of financial help for the 

Jerusalem poor “the ministry for the 

saints” (2 Cor. 9:1) because the poverty of 

the poor is denying them necessities of life. 

Paul celebrates, and sets forth as a model, 

the way in which the Macedonian churches 

have embraced this mode of ministry, 

ascribing their action directly to the grace of 

God. “In a severe test of affliction, their 

abundance of joy and their extreme 

poverty" - what a combination! - “have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity . ... they 

gave ... beyond their means, of their own 

accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of 

taking part in the relief of the saints ... they 

gave themselves first to the Lord and then 

by the will of God to us” (2 Cor. 8:1–5). 

The ministry of giving has many goals: 

spreading the gospel, sustaining the 

church, providing care for distressed 

individuals (as the Samaritan in Jesus’s 

story did for the beaten-up, half-dead Jew), 

and for distressed groups like the 

Jerusalem Christians, and more. The 

ministry of giving in all its forms aims to 

advance the kingdom of God, which 

becomes reality in human life whenever the 

values and priorities of Christ’s teaching are 

observed. It goes without saying that in this 

ministry, all God’s people are meant to be 

involved. 
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Outreach Night: January 31 - Winter Games! 

RSVP to Brittany Spieker at 712-260-4273 by 4:00 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 28 

COVID-19 guidelines will be in place. 
 

For more information or to register for an event, please go to www.okoboji.org 

YMT Assistant Evan Nielsen 
Worship, Sunday School, Confirmation, LifeKids, WoW! Assistant 

 Instagram Youth Page: 

spencerfaithlutheranyouth 

 Facebook Youth Page: 

Faith Lutheran Church Youth 

Information and happenings 

with Faith Lutheran Youth  

can be found at ... 

Out with the old and in with the new. This past year has been 

a ride to remember for better or for worse. The year 2020 

threw so much at us with viral disease, foreign insects, radical 

politics, elongated warm climate, and then some! Yet 

nevertheless we as individuals continue to progress, to survive 

and thrive in all conditions that are handed to us. We adapt, 

we overcome, we survive. We have arrived to 2021, a new year, 

a fresh look on things, an open and endless possibility for 

unseen opportunities in our lives. Where do we begin? End stage right: New Year’s resolutions. 

What are resolutions, why do we make them? As the ball drops to ring in the next three hundred 

and sixty-five days, people see this as a chance to renew themselves and set personal goals for 

themselves to attempt to complete by the time the new year ends. Each person’s resolution might 

look different to others, some may be targeted on improving their physical health, others might be 

overcoming a challenge that they otherwise would have neglected or put off. “I will clean the garage 

this year,” “I will lose [some amount of body weight] by summertime,” “I will…pray to Jesus more?” 

At the beginning of 2020 I challenged myself to read the entire bible in one year. It was possible, I 

mapped out a schedule for myself and I made the attempt. I failed. When you ponder your 

resolutions and map out your next year with personal goals, I implore you to think small. Perhaps 

you start big, that is fine, but then slim it down into a more manageable amount. Take my example 

of reading the entire bible in one year, instead of reading an entire book… well rather an entire 

collection of sixty-six books in one year (with previous years having a book read count of none), I got 

through the Torah (the first five books) and crashed becoming overwhelmed. I should have 

considered it to be a resolution to simply read my bible more.  

In conclusion, I again suggest that your resolutions be manageable, perhaps more open ended. See 

where your life lacks, maybe more family time, maybe more Jesus time. Good luck to you all and 

remember to always cherish Jesus. 

http://www.okoboji.org
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www.lifekidsspencer.com 

LifeKids Director Radina Jansen 

Happy New Year! 

The LifeKids completed a community service project! Dr. Courtney Schwartz purchased the fleece that 

was used to tie and weave blankets for the program Adoptive Support through Lutheran Services in 

Iowa using her Thrivent Action Team Card. Thank you for making this project possible!  

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he 

hears us. 1 John 5:14 

Who taught you to pray? What is prayer? Why do we pray? When do we pray? What do we pray? 

These questions were the focus during the theme lessons of prayer. As a culminating activity the 

children rotated around six prayer stations.  

Praise Station - children wrote or drew why they love God and why He deserves praise. After they 

wrote or drew their praises, they praised God through prayer. 

Forgiveness Station - children used washable markers to write a sin or struggle on their hand. They 

prayed to God for forgiveness, and then used a wipe to demonstrate God washing away their sin.  

Thank God Station - children wrote or drew their thanks to God on Post-It notes and then shared a 

prayer of thanks with God.  

Healing Station -children wrote names of people (or a pet) on a band-aid that needed healing and 

then prayed for them. 

Worry Station -children wrote a worry or fear on a rock. They prayed about their worry/fear and 

placed the rock in a basket signifying giving their worry/fear to God, getting rid of it. 

Listening Station - children practiced listening to God through prayer, being still and quiet.  

The LifeKids and LifeKids staff would like to share the wonderful faith learning on the LifeKids wall 

(west wall with the banner). Next time you have a minute, take a peek at what’s happening at 

LifeKids!  
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The discipleship year of 2020 wrapped up with Randy Enge leading a study on 

“In Pursuit of Jesus,” and Pastor Lee doing a series of Bible studies on texts 

which foreshadow the birth of Jesus and explaining the plan of God 

culminating in the birth of Jesus as God’s Savior. 

In January as our new year begins, we will have the 

opportunity to study the book of 1 Peter together on Sunday 

mornings at 10:30 a.m. in the SON Room. We will discover 

many important promises for our faith journey as we read and discuss this book 

written by the disciple, Peter, in the years following Jesus’ resurrection and 

ascension. Pastor Lee will again lead these Bible studies, with much class 

discussion and mutual learning. 

In our faith journeys, we speak of the Spirit moving us and guiding us. It sounds almost mystical 

and hard to understand. But, the desire to continually grow in our knowledge of God’s Word is a 

matter of the heart. It involves spiritual appetite. And, it culminates in a decision, a commitment. 

Please make a conscious commitment to keep learning and growing in your faith journey. We hope 

you will come and share and learn in this class! 

Discipleship for Faith 

Thank you! It was a wonderful and pleasant surprise to hear the carols sung 

at our door on Sunday, Dec. 20! Your voices are very nice! Thank you! 

Wayne and Barbara Burnham 

“Thank You” Christmas Carolers! 

Thank you to the “angel choir” that appeared at my door on Sunday, Dec. 20! 

It was a blessing to me. Thank you! Merry Christmas and God Bless! 

Shirley Kooker 

Angel Choir! 

Wonderful 
Surprise! 

Beautiful 
Christmas! 

Thanks for remembering me with the beautiful Christmas caroling. What a 

surprise! I’m thankful for Faith Lutheran Family sharing the Christmas Joy. 

“One of the real joys of the Holiday Season is the opportunity to say 

thank you and to wish you the very best for the new year.” 

Colleen Rouse 

Love of Christ 
Reflected 

Dear Carolers - Such a nice surprise to have Christmas carolers singing to 

me. That has never happened before and it was wonderful. Your kindness 

reflects your love of Christ. I’ll always remember your loving actions. 

Thank you, Shirley Lowe 

Thank you for caroling. What an enjoyment!! 

Stan and Jodene Jongma 

What an 
Enjoyment! 
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By Mike Bradley, LCMC Service Coordinator 

 

Prayer is a holy habit of our Christian faith that can position us before the 

Lord to be with Him, to listen to Him, and to experience His work of 

aligning our minds and our hearts with His mind and His heart. 

Intentionally setting aside time for prayer can help us still our hearts as 

we turn off all our devices and tune out the white noise that constantly 

surrounds us. “Be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10, ESV). 

Prayer was a holy habit practiced by Jesus Himself (see Mark 1:35, ESV). LCMC’s Three Days of 

Prayer on January 5-7, 2021 is an opportunity for us to follow the Lord’s example and to come 

together as one across the association with a shared purpose: to pray. 

No matter how you structure this time of prayer, let’s come together as an association of 

congregations across the U.S. and around the world to pray. As Mark Vander Tuig has said many 

times: “I believe that the church will never rise up until we first get down on our knees.” 

Following are some suggested points of emphasis for each of the three days of prayer. These are not 

the only things to be prayed for of course, but they can be points of daily emphasis that bring us all 

together as one in prayer. God bless your time during our Three Days of Prayer.  

Day 1 – Lord, Reveal Yourself to Us 

Let’s pray for God to reveal Himself and the truth of His Word to us in whatever way we need Him to. 

Let’s pray that He would reveal Himself to us and increase our understanding and experience of who 

He is. Let’s pray that He would reveal Himself to us and provide us with discernment and wisdom 

regarding decisions we are faced with. Let’s pray that He would reveal Himself to us that He might 

continue to sustain us in the unique and challenging season of life and ministry we have found 

ourselves in since March of last year. 

“Lord, we pray, reveal yourself to us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

Day 2 – Lord, Bring Home the Lost and the Prodigals 

We know that our Lord Jesus came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10, ESV). And we know that 

our Heavenly Father is a father who joyfully welcomes home the prodigals. Today, let’s pray that God 

will bring us together as one across our association so that millions might be drawn by Him to faith in 

Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

Let’s also pray that the Lord might bring home the prodigals who have walked away from a life of faith 

in the Him. Lord, bring home our spouses, bring home our sons and daughters and grandchildren. 

Lord, bring home our friends and neighbors. Let’s pray that God might set them free from any 

woundedness or deception that has driven them away from their relationship with Him. Let’s pray 

that they might experience God’s love and acceptance and affirmation as His beloved daughters and 

sons. 

Day 3 – Lord, Grant us Your Favor for Your Purposes 

Today, we pray for the favor of God to be upon us as individuals, congregations, and as an association 

for His purposes in and through our lives. God’s favor was upon Joseph (Genesis 39). It was upon 

Esther (Esther 2; 5). It was upon Mary (Luke 1:30). And of course, it was upon Jesus Himself (Luke 

2:52). 

Let’s pray that the favor of God may be upon us as we seek to carry out the mission of the gospel 

wherever in the world the Lord has placed us. Let’s pray, “Lord, do whatever You need to do in me so 

You can do whatever You want to do through me.” Let’s pray these things so that millions might be 
impacted by God’s love and God’s power through the Holy Spirit’s empowering presence.  

LCMC’s Three Days of Prayer 

https://www.lcmc.net/blog/title/a920
https://www.lcmc.net/blog/title/a920
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Faith Lutheran Council 

Minutes 
December 9, 2020 
7:00 p.m. Zoom 

Offering Envelopes Are Available! 
Offering envelopes for 2021 are available on a 
table at the back of the church. Please sign your 
name and record the envelope number on the form 
provided. - Thank you! 

Council 
Members 

President - Pete Crew 

Vice President - Larry Wigen 

Council Secretary -  

Caring Ministry - Al & Carla Vanderberg 

Children’s Ministry - Korrie Anderson 

Discipleship - Randy Enge 

Evangelism - Kirby Fueston 

Fellowship - Jim & Joan Unrau 

Finance - Becky Simons 

Leadership Support - Greg Lear 

Missions - Kent Heazlett 

Music and Creative Arts - Brett & Jolynne Eilts 

Properties - Mark Speidel 

Stewardship - Del & Lois Christman 

Technology - Kay Iversen 

Treasurer - Becky Simons 

Worship - LaVonne Clark 

Youth Ministry - Brittany Spieker 

Next Council Meeting | Wednesday, Jan. 13 | 7:00 p.m. 

Council Members: Please submit your December team report to the church office 

(office@faithlutheranspencer.com) by Tuesday, January 12. - Thank you 

The December 9, 2020, Council meeting was called to order with 

Becky Simons giving the opening prayer. 

A motion to accept November’s minutes was made by Kirby Fueston and 

seconded by Al Vanderberg; motion carried. 

A motion to accept November’s financial report was made by Lois 

Christman and seconded by Al Vanderberg; motion carried. 

Al Vanderberg made a motion to accept the covenant with Zion Lutheran 

Church in Ruthven with their amendment to give either side a 30 day 

notice on termination of contract. Kent Heazlett seconded the motion; 

motion carried. 

LaVonne Clark made a motion to split the following three bills with the 

LifeKids After School program: 

 Knight Protection - $2461.00 

 Christians Sheet Metal - $128.40 

 Schoeneman Brothers - $38.50 

The motion was seconded by Mark Speidel; motion carried. 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting; motion 

carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pete Crew, 2020 Council President 

General Offering  
January 1 - December 27, 2020 

Year to Date: $351,153.64 

Thank you for generously giving in 2020! 

Help needed ... Council Secretary 

Would you consider helping for a few hours each 

month on a Wednesday night? 

The 2021 Council is looking for a secretary to take 
minutes at Council meetings once a month. Duties 
include attending council meetings via Zoom once a 
month and writing minutes about business discussed. 

If you are interested please visit with Lori Krei for 

more information. Call 712-580-4316 or email her at 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

mailto:churhadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com
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Faith Lutheran’s Funds 

Endowment Fund 
 
Memorial Fund 
 
Giving Alternatives! 

The Call 
Team  
Process 

Call Team Members: 
To Be Determined by congregational vote at the congregational meeting on January 24, 2021. 

WHAT? 
“As each has received a gift, employ it for another, as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace: ... whoever renders it by the strength which God 
supplies; in order that in everything God may be glorified.” 

1 Peter 4:10-11 

WHY?   

“TO PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE RESOURCES TO GROW THE MISSION OF 

FAITH LUTHERAN” … Congregational statement of purpose. 

HOW?  

Consider giving in addition to ytour normal weekly giving and annual tithe 

goal 

TO BEGIN?   

Consider starting your  first contribution generously… 

THEN PRAY! 

Pray that sharing the unimaginable blessings God is giving you today and 
in the future will help the generations to come after you in unimaginable 
ways only God knows! 

Both funds are managed by an appointed board of directors under 

supervision of our church council. 

Faith Lutheran begins the process of calling a new pastor in 2021. How does this work? 
We are glad you asked! 

First, the congregation chooses a Call Team. This team includes 9-15 voting members. These members 
must represent a cross-section of our current congregation to include diversity of ages; male and 
female; married and single. One Church Council member is also on the team. Non-voting members 
include the current council president and the current pastor. 

The council asks the congregation to vote on Call Team members during our January 24, 2021 
congregational meeting. Those who have expressed an interest in participating and those nominated 
from the floor will be considered. Ultimately, the congregation chooses who will be on the team. 

This is an exciting time for Faith as we move forward! 

Copies of our current constitution and by-laws are available on the Welcome Center. 

Please direct questions and concerns to your council team.  

Plans are in the works for attending the meeting in-person or online. Watch the bulletin for further 
information in the coming weeks. Your input is valuable! Make plans to attend the January 24 meeting! 
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Pastor: Lee Laaveg 

pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Outreach and Stephen Ministry Director: 

Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

LifeKids Director: Radina Jansen 

director@lifekidsspencer.com 

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg 

worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 

custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 

techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Email us at: office@faithlutheranspencer.com 
www.faithlutheranspencer.com 

Like us on Facebook | Follow us at: @flcspencer 
Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: 
Monday @ 8:30 p.m. | Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m. 

Faith Lutheran Church Staff: 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH - DECEMBER, 2020 

Births| Baptisms | Marriages | Deaths: Leora Riedemann, Dec. 17 

First Communion | Confirmed | New Members 

Faith Lutheran Church 

2912 Highway Blvd  

Spencer, IA 51301 


