
April 2021 - Page   

 

Jesus Christ is risen! 

April 2021 

Faith 
Life 

Together 

Volume 5 | Issue 3 

Pastor: Lee Laaveg 

Council President: 
Larry Wigen 

YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/
user/faithlutheran 
spencer 

 

2912 Highway Blvd. 
Spencer, IA 51301 
712.580.4316 

Website 
www.faithlutheran 
spencer.com 

Social Media 
www.facebook.com/
FaithLuthSpencer 

@flcspencer 

Spring is here! And, Faith is gearing up for many great worship services 

and celebrations. 

The month begins with Maundy Thursday worship at 6:30 p.m. on 

April 1. We will remember our Lord as He shared communion with the 

disciples in the upper room. How did He feel knowing what was to come? 

Thankfully, He shared communion with the disciples which gave them, 

and each one of us, a tangible way to remember that Jesus is our Savior. 

For the last few weeks, eight of our children have been preparing for first 

communion. Maundy Thursday worship will include a special time of first 

communion for these students and their families. The entire congregation 

will share communion as well.  

April 2 is Good Friday with worship at 6:30 p.m. The service will include 

a drama “The Two Thieves” with Jared Hansen and Evan Nielsen as the 

thieves on either side of Jesus. It is sure to be a thought-provoking drama. 

A glorious day begins on April 4 as Easter dawns. We know our Lord is 

risen and will not ever die again. Let’s celebrate! The morning at Faith will 

begin with an Easter breakfast at 7:30 a.m. Funds raised at the breakfast 

will benefit the Youth Ministry Team. Easter worship begins at 9:00 a.m. 

We gather to praise God for the wonderful victory of Jesus. Faith Youth 

will lead much of our Easter service. 

The very next week, April 11, our congregation will meet after worship for 

a congregational forum. This quarterly meeting is a great opportunity to 

hear reports and discuss topics the minds of our members. Grab a fresh 

cup of coffee and a donut and come back to participate in healthy 

conversation. 

On April 18, Faith will confirm 5 youth during worship. These 

students have completed their studies and are ready to profess their faith. 

April is a glorious month!  Jesus Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 

http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
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Pastor Lee Laaveg 

Dear Faith family, 

People have always hoped and dreamed of life that extends beyond the grave. Such anticipation is 

woven into the very fabric of our consciousness. The American Indians placed arrowheads and 

earthen vessels by the side of their dead that they might have weapons with which to hunt and 

utensils with which to cook in the happy hunting ground to which they departed. The Greeks put a 

silver coin in the mouth of their corpses that they might pay Charon, the ferryman, to cross them 

over the river Styx. The Egyptians placed in the coffins of their dead a book called the book of the 

dead. These books contained the prayers the dead were to offer, and a map to guide them through the 

unseen world. The Laplanders buried flint and tinder with their dead that they might have light for 

the journey. The Norsemen buried a fallen warrior’s horse and armor with him for the dead hero’s 

triumphant ride into Valhalla.  

Humanity has maintained in almost every civilization this hope of eternity, a hope for life beyond this 

life. Only in the death and resurrection of Jesus, God’s Son, did raw hope become reality. 

Peter, who knew the failure of denying the Lord Jesus, but who ultimately gave his life for his faith, 

wrote these words, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for He has caused us to 

be born again to a living hope by raising Jesus from the dead.” (1 Peter 1:3). 

Jesus said, “Because I live, you will live also.” (John 14:19b). 

It is impossible to overstate the importance of our central faith conviction: that Jesus, God’s Son, who 

was crucified for our sins, has been raised from the dead, never to die again! He lives to reconcile us 

to God and to share love and life with us day by day! Hallelujah!  

Jesus’ resurrection is the foundational basis of our hope. Each of us can live by faith as people of 

hope. Why? Because “if God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31b). Each of us has a 
future as bright as the promises of God. Faith’s future as a church will continue to be a powerful 

mission of sharing the gospel of Jesus, “Inviting all people to faith ...” 

Jesus is risen! Christ has conquered sin and death forever! Our theme verse for the year echoes and 

resonates with the message of Easter. “Nothing is impossible with God!” (Luke 1:37). 

Rejoicing with you in the victory of Easter, 

 

 

Pastor Lee 
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Birthday Blessings to ... 

April 1 Hannah Campbell 

 LaVonne Clark 

April 3 Sara Franker 

 Heidi Skadeland 

April 4 Kevin Swancutt 

April 5 Sara DeWitt 

April 6 Lucy Simington 

April 7 Beth Brockshus 

April 9 Steve Doran 

 Pastor Lee Laaveg 

April 10 Eldon Larsen 

April 13 Lindsay Neiderheiser 

 Annie Rouse 

April 14 Kaden Gilley/Harrington 

 Mike Wilson 

April 15 Paul Behrens 

 Austin Crew 

April 18 Brett Eilts 

 Ruby Nitzel 

 Earrian Kelly 

April 19 Lois Christman 

 Kolton Yungbluth 

April 20 Whitney Smith 

April 24 Riley Simcox 

April 26 Alice Nielsen 

 Ruth Ann Vail 

April 29 Annabelle Simington 

 Dorthy Schmidt 

April 30 Otto Maaland 

Anniversary Blessings to ... 

April 3 Steve & Theone Quattlebaum 

April 15 Kent & Carol Heazlett 

April 20 Carl & Becky Simons 

April 21 Garold & Lisa Becker 

April 29 Roger & Vickie Godfredsen 

Prayer Corner  

April Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Lord God, you promise to hear us when we pray.   
We praise you, Lord . . . 

For the new lighting installed under the eaves outside the west side of our church 
building. 

For LifeKids receiving their separate 501(c)3 non-profit status and therefore being on the 
list of organizations eligible to receive Thrivent Choice Dollars. 

For the wonderful truth of Easter – that Jesus, who died on the cross to offer us His 
forgiving love is raised from the dead and alive, and that He gives every believer 
eternal life! 

We come to you in the name of Jesus and ask . . . 
For you to guide our congregation’s Call Committee in the process of searching for the 

next pastor to lead and shepherd Faith. 
For each member of Faith to expect the future of our congregation’s ministry to be  

powerful in continuing to shine as a light for Christ in this community and this region. 
For the Spirit to bless each of the eight young persons who completed their First  

Communion class, and for Justin Spieker their teacher.  May you bless each youth 
as they celebrate their First Communion with their families on Maundy Thursday. 

For the anointing of the Spirit to fall on each of the five young men who will publicly 
affirm their faith on Confirmation Sunday, April 18.  May you also bless their 
parents, families, confirmation guides, and baptismal sponsors as they celebrate the 
confession of their faith. 

For healing, Pam Egland, Norma Johnson, Peggy Olson, David Hopkins, Becky Simons, 
Linda Bennett, Catie Vos, Jan Larson, Nancy Ketcham, Sarah Popp, Barb Goettle, 
Keith Dannett, Ethan Astor and all those we name in our hearts.  
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Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) 

Faith’s Mission Team 

Pam Harris, Mission Team leader 

Julie Williams, Denise Lovitt, Kay Iversen 

Kim Wilson, Sheryl Lee 

Any fabric, mattress pads or blankets 
for quilts 

Bath-size towel, dark colored, 
between 20”x40” & 52”x27” 

Bath-size bars of soap 

Adult-size toothbrush 

Metal nail clippers 

Hand towel, dark colored 

For baby Care Kits, the following can be 
from 6 to 24 months in size: 

Diaper pins | Cloth diapers 

Socks | Receiving blankets 

Cotton t-shirts | Long or short-sleeved 
gowns or any variety of sleeper 

 

Faith Lutheran is in need of the following for use in 
Personal and Baby Care Kits: 

Adult sized toothbrushes and Nail Clippers 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity Food Pantry is still in 
need of items for our community. They suggest:  

Requested items include: Canned fruit, hamburger helper 
and mac ‘n cheese 

Items can be donated by placing them in the yellow 
Missions box inside the church near the front doors.  

Lutheran World Relief  

LWR Care Kit 

Supplies Needed 

At Anytime! 

The focus for Mission in April is the LCMC. Faith Lutheran Church is a member of 

the LCMC. 

LCMC views the local church as the place where people in the community come to 

get connected with God and one another. They place great emphasis on 

understanding what it means to follow Jesus, then doing it. 

Congregations in the LCMC have the freedom to be creative in how they do 

ministry, working together to transform the lives of others and fulfil the “Great 

Commission” that Jesus set forth in Matthew 28. 

LCMC’s number one mission as an association is to share the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, both locally and abroad. They focus on strengthening over 900 

congregations in the organization and planting new ones. LCMC believes church 

planting is the best strategy in transforming lives and communities. Their great 

desire is to help their church developers get started strong in order to not just 

survive, but to thrive. 

For more information on the LCMC, please go to their website at www.lcmc.net 

https://lcmc.net/
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What is it? The Project Tree is a new way for Faith’s ministry 

teams to share unbudgeted projects in 2021. Take a look! Grab 

a list of projects! Take an envelope to use to include a gift to 

support the project that speaks to you. 

 

Technology Projects: 

 Second camera to enhance the live stream broadcast 

 

Properties Projects: 

 Blinds in SON Room 

 Finish top moulding area by offices 

 Finish base in mezzanine & below 

 Landscaping around cross 

 Door on SE storage area 

 New ceiling fans in worship area 

 New sheetrock and paint back of worship area 

 Resurface north and south exterior walls 

 Floor covering in worship area 

Faith’s Project Tree 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry, also known as the Loopy Ladies, is a group of 

ladies who knit or crochet prayer shawls. The purpose of the ministry, 

which started in 2013, was to give a tangible item, the prayer shawl, that 

people can physically wear to remind them of God’s love and grace. 

Prayer shawls are given to individuals within Faith Lutheran as well as in 

the community. These are people who are suffering a loss, dealing with a 

chronic illness, or other life-changing challenges. The shawl allows the  

recipient to feel the prayers that were said while it was being made. 

The recipient’s identity is kept confidential with the team leader, 

Carla Vanderberg. 

The ladies are given a specific size of shawl to make. Other than that, it is 

up to the individual lady to choose the look of the shawl - what stitches she 

will use, what yarn she wants to use and the size of her hook or needles. 

In the past, the ladies have received donated yarn which has been made 

into shawls. 

Once a shawl is finished, a picture is taken of it along with the maker’s 

name. The shawl is placed in a bag and kept until a recipient is identified. A 

piece of yarn about 6 inches long is cut from the skein of yarn used to make 

the shawl. That piece is placed in a glass jar in the library. The jar 

represents the number of prayer shawls given away. 

Although a lot of the work on the shawls is done at home, Loopy Ladies 

meet for prayer and Bible study. In the past, the ladies have met the first 

and third Thursday of the month in Faith’s library in the afternoon. For 

more information, please contact Carla at 712-260-6051. And, this group is 

not limited to just women! Youth and men who enjoy knitting or crocheting 

are welcome to be a part of this ministry! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Loopy Ladies) 
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Watch for articles in the newsletter, the bulletin, and for videos in our worship 

together of Faith people sharing special memories of Faith’s first ten years! 

Many of you have cool stories to tell about how God’s Spirit assisted in the 

birth and early years of our congregation’s life. Maybe it’s about our building, a 

special memory or event at our church, your involvement as a leader, or a 

unique relationship with a special person. Would you be willing to write out 

your special memory, or your treasured event from our life of Faith together? 

Write your story or memory and send it to Lori Krei in the office at 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com. Help us tell our story please! We will 

be remembering and celebrating these reflections and videos all year. 

10th Anniversary ... Faith Remembers Through the Year 

2015 

2014 

2016 

mailto:churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com
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“Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering 

thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten 

thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and 

elders. In a loud voice they were saying: 

Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

To receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

And honor and glory and praise! 

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is 

in them, saying: 

To Him who sits on the throne be praise and honor and glory and power, forever and ever! 

The four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshipped.” 

 - Revelation 5:11-14 

Many hymns, hymn fragments, and worship songs are inspired by the book of Revelation. A short list 

would be: “Revelation Song” (Revelation 4:8), “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Revelation 19:12), 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” (Revelation 4:8), several sections of “Handel’s Messiah” (Revelation 5:9-14), 

“Are You Washed In The Blood” (Revelation 7:14) and “Soon and Very Soon” (Revelation 22:20). 

Craig Koster states: “Music plays a larger role in the book of Revelation than in any other book of the 

New Testament, and few books in all of scripture have spawned more hymns sung in Christian 

worship today.” 

In song and Word we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ at Easter and every day of 

the year! Let us praise our God together and share together the Good News!! 

“Hallelujah!” Rejoice in praising God! 

Worship Director Denise Laaveg 

During the Maundy Thursday Service on April 1, the following 

youth will partake in their First Communion : 

Jeffrey Franker     Kinnick Friedrich     Nicole Griffin 

Lauren Lee     Lauren Rouse     Kaitlyn Sirovy 

Noah Spieker      Kolton Yungbluth 

Congratulations on this milestone mark in their faith journey! 

First Communion 

Register for Fall LifeKids! 
Monday - Friday LifeKids from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. will start when 

Spencer Community School starts in the fall. 

To register your child/children, 

please visit the online registration form:  https://bit.ly/3w5hSxy  

https://bit.ly/3w5hSxy
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www.lifekidsspencer.com 

LifeKids Director Radina Jansen 

Hallelujah! He has risen! 

The LifeKids have been learning about Jesus’ life 

and death using the daily Lenten devotionals. The 

children were confusing Jesus and God during 

the Lenten journey, so a picture timeline of Jesus’ 

life was put up on the wall to help them better 

understand where God was and where Jesus was 

during the Lenten events. 

One of the things the children have learned is 

how to read scripture references. For example: 

Mark 10:32-34. They now know that Mark is 

referring to the book in the Bible. The number 

that follows is the chapter and the next number(s) 

tell what verse(s). When we first began using the devotional books, the children volunteered to read 

only the page number, then they wanted to read what the scripture was and now we have multiple 

requests per day as to who will read the scripture from the Bible. All the children that attend daily are 

volunteering to read the scripture. 

The in-service day on March 19 gave us opportunities to learn about the Spencer fire in 1931 and 

about tipis that the Plains Indians lived in, during a morning tour of the Clay County Heritage 

Museum. In the afternoon, the children looked for signs of spring, learned how long you can live 

without air, water, food and shelter and then had an opportunity to build a shelter. Bree and Brittany 

from the Clay County Conservation Board helped the children identify beetles, mushrooms and scat. 

A big LifeKids, “Thank you!” to Ruby Nitzel for the donation of books! 

A big LifeKids, “Thank you!” to Kevin and Heidi Skadeland for the donation of the two rolling book 

carts and a 4-drawer file cabinet! 

Mark your calendars! There will be a fundraiser for LifeKids on May 22. More details to come! 

Psalm 1:3 - “That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 

whose leaf does not wither - whatever they do prospers.”  
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Salvation is Coming! 

When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the 

Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have 

promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which 

you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your 

people Israel.” -Luke 2:27b-32 

One morning this week while feeding my 8½ month old daughter, Isabelle, I watched a documentary 

about miraculous survivals. In the episode, a boat had sunk between the Island of Tortuga and Haiti. 

As the ship plunged to the 500-foot ocean bed below, it left over 100 people floating in the windy, 

choppy seas. The closest shoreline was 7 miles away … too far to swim. The water was cold and the 

sun was scorching hot. Would the people survive? How long would it be before someone came to their 

rescue? Did anyone know their boat had sunk and they were stranded in the ocean? 

One person on the boat had put out a distress phone call to his fisherman friend back on the 

mainland. Within 10 minutes a large barge passing by found them, and stopped near the people. The 

barge immediately sent out S.O.S. signals. After 15 minutes the fisherman arrived, and after 40 

minutes all the people were saved. Only a couple people did not survive the wreck. 

Easter is only a week away, and we look forward to celebrating the life, death, and resurrection of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. As we approach Easter, I can’t help but think that we too are stranded people 

floating along in the open ocean. We too send out a distress signal, “Save us, help!” As God’s people 

we know that we need to be saved by the blood on the cross, the blood of Christ. At the first sight of 

the cross, we realize our salvation has come. We are rescued. It’s a miracle. Praise the Lord! Lift your 

eyes up, for our salvation is here. A light is dawning. It is rising up in our hearts, and illuminating our 

souls. That is the light and salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Praise the Lord!    

Are you sending out a distress signal of help? Are you struggling in life, and need a Savior to come 

rescue you? Could a brother or sister in Christ comfort you and remind you of the promises we have 

in Christ? If so, contact me, and I will match you with a Stephen Minister who will walk alongside you 

in difficult times. We all need someone to help us in our time of trouble and point us to God. Maybe a 

Stephen Minister is exactly what you need! 

Stephen Ministry Director Eric Patten 

Christian Woman Speaks is a radio broadcast heard every Sunday over KICD-AM. This program was 
started over 67 years ago with women from the Western Iowa Synod of the ELCA as speakers. 

The time includes a one minute introduction by the hostess for that Sunday, and eight minutes 

meditation of the speaker’s choice and a one minute closing by the hostess. The ladies record on 

Monday to be aired the following Sunday at 9:20 a.m. on KICD-AM 1240. This is a free service to the 

community by KICD. 

Faith Lutheran Church has five ladies involved in this event and will be heard six times in 2021. They 

are: Linda Susie – April 18; Alice Nielsen – June 27 and December 26; Rachel Simington – August 1; 

Cheryl Hessenius – September 26; and Nancy Ketcham – October 17 

Being a part of the Christian Woman Speaks program is a fun experience and a great way to 
reach people with the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Christian Woman Speaks 
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Outside lighting completed! 

 

The outside lights under the 

eaves are replaced! These 

lights and the lights in the 

entryway are all on one 

power feed and automatically 

turn on and off with a timer. 

The lights are another great 

feature for the outside of our 

church building. 

We have received bids for: 

blinds in SON Room for 

$2,500; resurfacing north 

and south walls in the 

amounts of $37,000 per side; and sheetrock on back of worship area of $3,000. These are four of the 

major projects left in church. 

We have completed the lighting under eaves outside the front entrance on both sides and also in 

front of SON Room. These lights and the lights in the entryway are all on one power feed and 

automatically turn on and off with a timer. The lights are another great feature for the outside of our 

church building. Donations of $3,700 were received for this project. 

We are blessed to have such generous giving for improvements to Faith. Thanks from the Properties 

Team in trusting us as we move forward to 2021 and COVID-19 ending. 

God Bless, Mark Speidel, Properties Team leader  

Daxton was born 

Friday, March 12, to 

Cassie and Justin Simcox. 

He weighed 7 pounds, 4 ounces 

and was 20.5 inches long. 

He is welcomed home by  

big brother Jake and 

 big sister Riley. 

 

Jesse was born 

Saturday, February 20, to 

Hannah and Aaron Dibble. 

He weighed 6 pounds, 12 ounces 

and was 20 inches long. 

Properties Team 
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Stewardship ... Stewards of the Month 
Doug, Courtney, Sydney and Mia Schwartz  

Stewardship ... Financial Peace University  

This month we are celebrating the Schwartz family as “Stewards of the 

Month!” This family offers and serves our church with every ounce of 

their giftedness. In the early years of Faith, Doug was one of our council 

presidents and also part of our “Last Supper” dramas. You can regularly 

catch him up-front with a creative object lesson during our Children’s 

Message that gives us all a memorable time of learning. Behind the scenes, he is in the tech booth 

operating the camera. Don’t forget the softball team that he headed up and created a community 

within our body for a time of fellowship and recreation. 

Courtney has added to our worship experience as well by participating in our dramas, sharing her 

beautiful voice as a worship vocalist, joining the pick-up choir, and sharing a message from the 

pulpit numerous times. She has served on and led the Youth Ministry Team, which includes serving 

on Council. Most recently Courtney served on the LifeKids Task Team laying the foundation for the 

expansion of LifeKids to a full-time after school program that serves the community of Spencer in 

mighty ways. With that foundation and expansion in place, Courtney now leads the LifeKids Board of 

Directors. 

Together, Doug and Courtney have stepped forward to assist in serving communion as well as 

offering intercessory prayer during worship. Lastly, but certainly not least, may we mention their 

beautiful daughters, Sydney and Mia, who are also active with the children’s and youth ministries. 

They have been featured in a recent video during worship teaching LifeKids how to make tie-blankets 

for a mission project.  

All in all, every ounce that this family gives back to God through volunteering at Faith shows their 

dedication to step up and apply their faith in so many ways. We are blessed to claim all four of them 

as our siblings in Christ, and more so as part of our body of believers at Faith Lutheran.  

Thank you for making Faith a priority and giving so much of yourselves for the ministries that reach 

our entire community.  

 Well done Doug, Courtney, Sydney and Mia, good and faithful servants! 

It’s been 3 years since Financial Peace University was offered at Faith and 

the Stewardship Team would like to know if there’s an interest to offer it 

again. In case you haven’t heard of Dave Ramsey and his Financial Peace 

University (FPU) class, let us introduce you. 

FPU is a 9-week, life-changing, money course that teaches you how to crush debt, invest in your 

future and live like no one else so that you can build wealth to live and give like no one else. Nearly 

six million people have taken this course developed and led by Dave Ramsey who has gone through 

bankruptcy a couple of times before becoming a millionaire. The course costs $130 and gives you 

every tool you need to make your money work for you including a year-long membership to the 

Ramsey website. If that cost seems to be too much, please talk to our team as scholarships are 

available. If you would like to check out any information for yourself, go to daveramsey.com 

The Stewardship Team would like to know the interest of the following options: 

Summer course: Week night evening class (June/July), 90-minute class for nine weeks. 

Fall course: Sunday after church class (Oct/Nov), 90-minute class for nine weeks. 

Look for the sign-up sheet at church and mark which course would best fit your schedule. If you have 

any questions, please contact Greg Lear (712-260-7675), Karen Brandt (712-240-5967), 

or Heidi Skadeland (712-221-9098) as they will be facilitating discussion and leading this course. 

https://www.daveramsey.com/
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“No Trespassing” Recharge Retreats! 

Matthew 22:37-39 

Grades 6-12: April 16-18 | Saturday only: April 17 | Registration deadline: April 2 

Grades 6-9: April 23-25 | Saturday only: April 24 | Registration deadline: April 9 

Grades 4-6: April 30-May 2 | Saturday only: May 1 | Registration deadline: April 16 

Register online at Okoboji.org. 

 

Outreach Night: April 11 - Church vs. Church Olympics 

RSVP to Brittany Spieker at 712-260-4273 by 4:00 p.m. Thursday, April 8 

COVID-19 guidelines will be in place at the Camp. 
 

For more information or to register for an event, please go to www.okoboji.org 

 Instagram Youth Page: 

spencerfaithlutheranyouth 

 Facebook Youth Page: 

Faith Lutheran Church Youth 

Information and happenings 

with Faith Lutheran Youth  

can be found at ... 

Who : Parents/ Parent & a Supporter of school 

age children 

What : A 6-week VIRTUAL course 

Dates : THURSDAYS - April 22 - May 27, 2021 

Time : 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. each week 

Cost : Classes and materials are FREE 

Completion Incentives : Gift items for completing 

all 6 classes 

Where : Your own home – GoTo Meeting 

Topics Covered : Parents as Teachers, Effective 

Praise, Preventative Teaching, 

Corrective Teaching, Teaching Self-Control, 

Putting It All Together 

For more information, please see the 

flyers on the bulletin board near the 

Welcome Center. Take one home with you! 

http://www.okoboji.org


April 2021 ~ Page 14 

 

Faith Lutheran Council 

Minutes 

March 10, 
2021 

7:00 p.m. 

In person 
and via 
Zoom 

Next Council Meeting | April 14 | 7:00 p.m. | In person & Zoom 

Council Members: Please submit your April team reports to the office 

(office@faithlutheranspencer.com) by Monday, April 12, at noon. 

Council 
Members 

President - Larry Wigen 

Vice President - Paul Behrens 

Council Secretary - Vickie Godfredsen 

Caring Ministry - Laura Heikens 

Children’s Ministry - Korrie Anderson 

Discipleship - Randy Enge 

Evangelism - Kirby Fueston 

Fellowship - Roger & Vickie Godfredsen 

Finance - Becky Simons 

Leadership Support - Greg Lear 

Missions - Pam Harris 

Music and Creative Arts - Brett & Jolynne Eilts 

Properties - Mark Speidel 

Stewardship - Kevin & Heidi Skadeland 

Technology - Kay Iversen 

Treasurer - Becky Simons 

Worship - LaVonne Clark 

Youth Ministry - Brittany Spieker 

General 
Offering  

January 1 - March 21, 2021 | Year to Date: $79,278.55 

Thank you for generously giving in 2021! 

March 10, 2021 7:00 pm 

Faith Lutheran Council Meeting 

In person and via Zoom 

The meeting was called to order by Larry Wigen. 

Devotions and opening prayer was given by Brittany Spieker. 

February meeting minutes were approved by Roger Godfredsen, second by 

LaVonne Clark. Voted, all ayes. 

February Financial Report was explained by Becky Simons. Motion by Roger 

Godfredsen, second by Kirby Fueston to approve the financial report with an 

adjustment to be made. The adjustment being, $17,163.89 changed from 

account 6040, (team expense) technology, to account 6443, dedicated technology 

expense. Voted, all ayes. 

Reports were given. Team updates were also given. 

The Council was made aware that there had been communication with members 

of Trinity Lutheran Church in Spencer. Motion to continue communication with 

Trinity was made by LaVonne Clark, second Pam Harris.  

Returning to regular communion was discussed as was First Communion of 

Maundy Thursday. A motion was made by Brittany, second by Brett Eilts to turn 

the decision over to the Worship team.  

Other items discussed were, constitution review and possible revision, audit 

review update, insurance, ways to encourage members to return regular church 

services, the next congregational forum which will be held April 11, 2021. 

Motion Heidi Skadeland, second by Kirby Fueston to discontinue the 1:00 

service, using the Son Room as a mask only area during the regular, 9:00 

church service. Voted, all ayes. 

Motion by Brittany Spieker, second by Brett Eilts to adjourn. Voted, all ayes. 

Submitted by Vickie Godfredsen 
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Call Team 

2021 Call Team - Joe Simington, Call Team Leader 

* Denotes members of the Transition Team 

Troy Rosendahl* Autumn Erdman Dave Susie* Jared Hansen Cheryl Hessenius* 

Ann Lear Barb Solberg Ross Brockshus Patty Ellsworth Council Rep: 

Brittany Spieker Molly Crew Cindy Tigges Seth Knoer Kyle Rouse 

Minutes 
March 3, 
2021 

Members present: Joe, Larry, Jared, Ross, Dave Susie, Cindy, Brittany, Patty, 

Barb, Molly, Autumn, Cheryl H. and Troy 

Members absent: Seth, Kyle and Ann 

Joe opened the meeting in prayer at approximately 7:18 PM. 

Larry gave a report about the executive committee meeting with Trinity Lutheran 

executive members. Trinity has had an interview with an interim pastor. It was brought 

up by Trinity concerning possible sharing interim and/or permanent pastor or some 

type of possible merging? No further discussions were held as Faith’s team will bring 

up at council meeting. 

There was short discussion regarding interim pastor and length of time. 

Troy, as part of the Transition Team with Dave Susie and Cheryl H., went over survey 

and expectations. It was suggested that those households where difference in opinions, 

either get another survey from Troy or use both sides of the survey. 

Cindy and Brittany presented what they had been able to find out about assessment 

companies. There seems to be a wide variety of costs and type of reports compiled. 

They requested more time to research the companies and will present an updated 

report at our next meeting. It was suggested that after going over returned surveys will 

give better indication of what we need in assessment. 

A sub-committee for our church profile was made with the following members: Cindy, 

Jared, Ross and Patty. They will get together to develop a description of Faith Lutheran 

that will be used when we post the opportunity for candidates. 

Ross presented the possibility of a Reformed pastor from the Sioux Center area. Pastor 

Travis Else is leaving the Reformed denomination due to the upheaval within that 

denomination. Ross’s sister is a member at this large congregation and very saddened 

by his leaving. Information was sent out to committee members so we could possibly 

see or listen to one of Pastor Else’s sermon/message.  

It was also brought up about utilizing the company HEALTHY START, where they are 

used after a new pastor is hired to support the pastor and congregation to help make a 

healthy, smooth transition. 

Joe closed the meeting in prayer at approximately 8:20 p.m. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for April 13, 2021 at 7:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Barb Solberg 
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Pastor: Lee Laaveg 
pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei 
churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 
custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 
techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 
office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

 

 

Stephen Ministry and Visitation Director 
Lay Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, Ruthven: 

Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

LifeKids Director: Radina Jansen 
director@lifekidsspencer.com 

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg 
worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Email us at: office@faithlutheranspencer.com 
www.faithlutheranspencer.com 

Like us on Facebook 
Follow us at: @flcspencer 

Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 
Watch us on SMU: 

Monday @ 8:30 p.m. | Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m. 

Faith Lutheran Church 

2912 Highway Blvd  

Spencer, IA 51301 

Faith Lutheran Church - March, 2021 

Births: Jesse Alan Dibble, Feb. 20; Daxton Lee Simcox, March 12 

Baptisms | Marriages | Deaths | Confirmed | New Members 

Faith Lutheran Church - Staff 


