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God’s Blessings Through Our Celebrations

Council President:
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All is new! This is a time of year for new birth and renewal.
Do you see it in nature? God gives us opportunity to relish
in the new each spring. Faith Lutheran is the location for
bridal showers, baptisms, and weddings this summer. What a wonderful
time to celebrate the new!

YouTube:
www.youtube.com/
user/faithlutheran
spencer

Do you like to prepare, organize, or sew supplies for mission fields afar?
Hands-On Mission Day is June 2. Stop by in the morning to learn how
you can help. Your work combined with others makes the job light and
joyful!
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Pastor: Lee Laaveg

Faith Lutheran Church was established in August 2010. Our church
has seen many changes and changes in the lives of others these past
10 years. We had hoped to celebrate our anniversary last summer.
Instead, we are rejoicing on June 6 with a program and a catered meal
after worship. Please join us as we share in this wonderful
celebration!
2912 Highway Blvd.
Spencer, IA 51301
712.580.4316
Website
www.faithlutheran
spencer.com
Social Media
www.facebook.com/
FaithLuthSpencer
@flcspencer

This month we honor and remember the fathers in our lives. Take
time to reach out to the man who helped you become the good person
you are.
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is coming to Faith Lutheran this
summer! With the help of IOLBC Day Camp counselors, Faith will have
VBS on-site! The theme “Brand NEW” will certainly bring good fun and a
good message to all who attend June 21-24. Many thanks to those who
are supporting VBS with their time, talent, and treasure!
Faith is the location for a free eight-week course supporting families who
deal with disorders. Family-To-Family will meet in the SON Room each
Monday beginning June 21. Please see the information inside this issue
to learn more and to sign up.

God has blessed Faith Lutheran Church in many ways. His goodness
abounds.
Happy Summer!
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Pastor Lee Laaveg
Dear Faith family,
June is often a month for weddings. Everyone loves the imagery of a beautiful bride. I remember the
day I was married, standing at the altar with my brothers, waiting for that first look at my bride,
Denise, as she began to walk down the aisle. The doors at the back of the church opened ... and there
she was. For me, one word came to mind when I first saw her: breathtaking. She was absolutely
beautiful.
Within the pages of Scripture, there is a strong comparison between an earthly bride and the church,
‘the bride of Christ.’ Biblical scholars help us understand marriages in Biblical times, therefore to
more fully understand this analogy about the church as the bride of Christ.
First is the betrothal. This was more than an engagement like we think of today. The betrothal was
actually just as binding as being married. The woman who was betrothed to her future husband was
bound to the husband. She was considered married even though the actual wedding ceremony would
not take place until later; likely for another six months to a year.
Then, there was the friend of the groom. The bridegroom would choose a close, loyal friend to assist
the bride in preparation for the wedding. He would stay by her side throughout this entire betrothal
period and make sure she was ready for the bridegroom on the wedding day. When in John’s gospel
Jesus says, “I will send you a Helper ... the Spirit of truth,” He is referring to this friend who keeps the
bride (the church) ready for the Bridegroom (Jesus).
“To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence
without fault and with great joy, to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.” (Jude 1:23-24).
We are the bride of Christ, and the Holy Spirit will help us until the bridegroom comes for us.
The Procession: On the day of the wedding, the bridegroom would leave from his father’s house
and proceed to the house of the father of the bride to receive his bride. The bridegroom would not
announce in advance the exact moment when he was coming, so the bride had to be prepared, ready,
and waiting for the bridegroom. Again, Jesus says, “I go to prepare a place for you ...” He is referring to
this analogy of the bride and the bridegroom.
The Feast: Once the bridegroom had received his bride, they would proceed to the house of the father
of the bridegroom. Jesus said, “In My Father’s house are many rooms ...” They would then have a
wedding ceremony followed by a spectacular wedding feast.
We are the bride of Christ! The moment we heard the message of the gospel and believed, we were
betrothed to Christ. Our eternal life began that very moment.
“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the
wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.” (Revelation 19:7).
So, as the bride of Christ, we eagerly await His return. What a day when time as we know it ends, and
Jesus returns for His bride! What a day that will be!
Happy June,
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June Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthday Blessings

Anniversary Blessings

June 1
June 4

June 1
June 5

June 8
June 9
June 13
June 16
June 20
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28
June 29

Kora Anderson
Stan Jongma
Janet Schutter
Carla Vanderberg
Andrea Crew
Lauren Lee
Del Brockshus
Brady Vreeman
Molly Crew
Doreen Scribner
Mia Schwartz
Justin Spieker
Casey Vanderberg
Rachel Skadeland
Cheryl Stueven
Grayson Hansen
Pam Harris
Brody Klatt
Drew Sandven
Elmer Nielsen
Gary Klett

June 6
June
June
June
June

8
10
11
13

June 16
June 18
June
June
June
June
June

20
21
24
26
29

Darold & Diane Jamtgaard
Lee & Nancy Ketcham
Pastor Lee & Denise Laaveg
Brandon & Mallory
Anderson
Tim & Pamela Egland
Mark & Amy Freeman
Norm & Alice Nielsen
Bill & Ruby Nitzel
Brett & Jolynne Eilts
Dan & Korrie Anderson
Tim & Joy Kelsch
Greg & Ann Lear
Kyle & Jamie Rouse
Randy & Barb Enge
Troy & Anne Rosendahl
Larry & Shirley Nelson
Dave & Linda Susie
Jake & Karen Jacobson
Gene & Denise Lovitt
Troy & Chelsea Schmidt

The Project Tree
Currently, the projects on the tree are all
Properties Team projects. While these named
projects need support, please know that other
teams may appreciate support as well. Check
out the Project Tree and let God inspire you to
support in a way that works for you.
Finish top moulding office: $400
Finish baseboard in mezzanine and
main floor below: $200
Door on southeast storage area:
$500 - $600
New ceiling fans (Worship area):
$3,500 - $4,000

Sheetrock back of worship wall:
$3,000 - $3,500

Resurface north and south exterior walls to
match front: $37,000 per side or
$74,000 for both
Repaint and sandblast
north and south exterior walls: $18,250
Repaint and sandblast
east exterior wall: $11,200
Floor covering worship area
(hard surface or carpet):
Estimate $55,000 - $60,000
Paint remaining duct work (worship area):
$3,000
New digital sign: $15,000 - $20,000
Shelves in storage area: $500 - $700

Landscape around cross: $10,000
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Memories from the 5th Anniversary Celebration

10th Anniversary
Celebration
Planned for
Sunday, June 6
at 11:00 a.m.
A short program will follow the catered meal of
Lasagna, salad, garlic bread and brownie!
No sign-up needed for the meal.
For the program, please write down your memories
and share them with all in attendance that day.
For those who wish to help with your time, talent, or
monetary gifts, please contact the church office
(712-580-4316 or office@faithlutheranspencer.com).
A purple flower and envelopes are
the Project Tree bulletin board for
monetary donations.

We look forward
to a great day!
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Prayer and Praise Corner
Lift Up in Prayer ...
For a great, powerful week of Vacation Bible School here at Faith from June 21-24.
For enough teachers and helpers for all the various roles. For the team from
Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps who will lead us. And, for many, many
children of Faith and our community to come to learn and grow in faith.
Guidance of the Holy Spirit for Faith’s transition to a new future of ministry, and
for the unity of the Spirit.
For every member of Faith to return to worship in person as we emerge from the
COVID-19 pandemic.
For Faith Council as they solidify plans for a 12 month Intentional Interim Pastor.
Continued thanks for the excellent work of the Call Committee in preparing a great
foundation for the search process to call the next pastor for Faith. Also for the Holy
Spirit’s leading as they soon will begin to consider candidates to call.
For the next pastor of Faith (God already knows who that is!) that God would
prepare that person’s heart to be open to the call, and to say ‘yes’ to be the next
shepherd of Faith.
For the staff of Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp as they prepare for a very
busy summer of ministry, and that they have adequate numbers of summer staff to
facilitate all their programs.
For healing for Jim Smith, Norma Johnson, Peggy Olson, Becky Simons,
Linda Bennett, Ellie Weimers and all those we name in our hearts.
Reasons for Praise!
For the great year of Sunday School, and for all the men and women who served as
teachers and part of the Children’s Ministry Team, sharing the Bible stories, the
Bible characters, and the gospel of Jesus with the children.
Celebration of all God’s blessings as we mark the 10th anniversary of
Faith Lutheran Church on Sunday, June 6th! What a tremendous decade of life
together as God’s people. By the grace and power of God’s Spirit, we have lived out
our mission, “Inviting all to Faith - Come and worship - Go and work!”

Frank King The Mental Health Comedian
Monday, June 28 | Clay County Event Center
The Seasons Center for Behavioral Health is hosting a
Suicide Prevention Summit on June 28 at the Clay County Events Center!
The summit will occur in two sessions:
 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. will be for healthcare providers, faith leaders, and human ser-

vice workers.
 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. will be for members of the farming and agriculture community,

including ag businesses.
Keynote speaker, Frank King, is a former writer for The Tonight Show with Jay Leno. Today,
he uses his experience from the entertainment world to speak about depression, suicide and
mental health in a serious but also approachable way.
For more on Frank, visit: www.thementalhealthcomedian.com/
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Friends of Madagascar Missions (FOMM)
Madagascar is the world’s fourth largest island and is located
just east of the African continent. In 1866 Norwegian
missionaries founded a Lutheran church there which grew
over the years to become the Malagasy Lutheran Church.
FOMM raises funds and works with this church federation to
identify projects needing support to spread the gospel of
Jesus and help people in poverty. Current projects that
FOMM is supporting are a Bible school for evangelists, a
hospital nutrition feeding center, a prison ministry, and a
drip irrigation project.
The Androy region in southwest Madagascar is one of the poorest regions of the country and suffers
from periodic drought and famine. As a result of poverty and harmful cultural practices, the Androy
region also has alarmingly high rates of child marriage and child pregnancies, making adolescent girls
much more likely to drop out of school and often harming their health. The local tribe has been a
male dominated culture which has limited the value of women and girls to baby production and
raising a family. Parents trapped in desperate poverty have been documented to marry off their
daughters as young as 10 years old as a quick fix to their financial problems. Often much older
husbands frequently prevent the adolescent or preadolescent girls from attending school and reaching
their highest potentials.
Meta Paubert Kaurin began the Nofy i Androy Program as a result of being one of these teen moms,
a high school dropout and enduring bullying. It took her years to go back to school and find the
courage to finish university and get back on her feet. The program tutors students from the public
school who receive scholarship support through middle, high school and onto the university if they so
choose. The teacher to student ratio is kept low for best results and incorporates a curriculum and
atmosphere of female empowerment, individual motivation and self-confidence. A $200 donation will
support a girl for one year and can be renewed at the anniversary of the donor’s original gift of
support. The donor will receive a photo and biography of the student with twice yearly updates of
progress. This program is receiving funding from FOMM.
Of course, donors can also choose to support any of the FOMM programs such as the Bible schools or
hospital feeding centers. If you would like more information about this ministry, check their web site
at www.madagascarmission.org or ask one of Faith’s Mission Team members: Pam Harris, Mission
Team leader; Julie Williams; Denise Lovitt; and Kay Iversen.

Lutheran World Relief & Supply List
Hands-on Mission Day - Wednesday, June 2
9:00 a.m. to noon
Let’s gather together to laugh, cry and love while tying quilts and assembling kits
for those in need.
Faith Lutheran is in need of bath sized bars of soap for use in
Personal and Baby Care kits! Items can be donated by placing them in the
yellow Missions box inside the church near the front doors.
Other items Faith Lutheran can use include:

Any fabric, mattress pads or blankets for quilts

Wide or college ruled, 70-sheet notebooks

Bath-size towel, dark colored,

Unsharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers

between 20”x40” & 52”x27”
Adult-size toothbrush and metal nail clippers
Diaper pins and cloth diapers

Pencil sharpener and BLUNT scissors
June, 2021 ~ Page 6

2-1/2” (pink) eraser and 16 or 24 ct. crayons

Family to Family Education Class
Has your family experienced the challenges of life with a loved one who has a mental health
condition? Are you confused, angry, exasperated, and needing some support to renew your spirit
and gain some peace? Our faith helps us through tough times; fellowship
with like-minded adults can ease your burdens too.
Faith Lutheran has partnered with the local affiliate of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI) here in Northwest Iowa to offer an edifying option
for your and your family. Starting June 21, for 8 weeks, a free Family to
Family class is being offered from 6:00-8:30 p.m. to give you and other
interested community members the information, compassion, and hope in
this confidential setting to help make this journey a little easier.

Family to Family, as an evidence-based practice, is taught in this area by two talented nurses,
who have lived experience themselves as family members of loved ones with mental health
conditions. They have received specialized instruction and materials from NAMI to provide this free
training to family members and caregivers of adolescents and adults with mental health conditions
in our area.
Now’s your chance to connect through this class with other family members who know first-hand,
the joys and the pain of this life experience. Don’t let your own fear or the stigma keep you from
your opportunity to seek information and understanding in this confidential setting. We want to
dispel the loneliness and isolation that are so common in these situations so take this first step
and attend Family to Family.
If you are interested in attending the class, please contact
Jamie Crum at 712-229-7145 (email: jcrum@cheorkeermc.org) or
Tonya Draper at 712-229-5425 (email: tdraper@cherokeermc.org).
For general questions about NAMI, please contact Kim Wilson at
712-260-6732 or by email at namiofnwia@gmail.com.

NAMI FAMILY-TO-FAMILY EDUCATION CLASS
FREE 8-week course for family members of individuals with:
Major Depressive Disorder, Bipolar Disorder; Borderline Personality Disorder;
Schizophrenia and Schizoaffective Disorder; Anxiety, Obsessive Compulsive Disorder;
Post-traumatic Stress Disorder; Co-occurring Brain Disorders and Addictive Disorders

Classes begin Monday, June 21, 2021 from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. at
Faith Lutheran Church (2912 Highway Blvd., Spencer) in the SON Room
Leaders:
Jamie Crum - 712-229-7145 | Email: jcr um@cher okeer mc.or g
Tonya Draper - 712-229-5425 | Email: tdr aper @cher okeer mc.or g
Watch a very brief video at: https://www.nami.org/Find-Support/NAMI-Programs/NAMI-Family-to-Family
Call now for more information, call or email Jamie or Tonya. Class size is limited.

Upper Des Moines Opportunity
Upper Des Moines Opportunity Food Pantry
is still in need of items for our community. They suggest:

Canned corn, baked beans and crackers.
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Worship Director Denise Laaveg
This Is My Father’s World
When I was teaching/directing music I always appreciated quiet
on the drive home. No music on the radio and very little talking
on the cell phone - just quiet.
As Lee and I were up at Bemidji last week at our cabin and
future home, we took a break and sat out on the dock. What a joy to listen and hear the loons, the
eagles, the ducks, and the waves lapping on the beach. Quiet from the world...
“This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world, the birds their chorus raise.
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees of skies and seas
His hand the wonders wrought.”
This Christian hymn was written by Maltbie Davenport Babcock, a minister from New York.
He would regularly take morning walks to the top of a hill outside of town where he had a full view of
Lake Ontario. He had a frequent expression before leaving for these walks, “I’m going out to see my
Father’s world.”
We see the glory and majesty of our God, who is our Father, our source of life, in the beauty of His
creation. His beautiful creation elicits a sense of worship.
So, when the world seems crazy… “though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. Why
should my heart be sad?... God reigns. Let the earth be glad.”
Join me - “I’m going out to see my Father’s world.”

Ice Cream Social and Maid Rite Meal - Ingham Lake Bible Camp - June 6 - 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Pie Auction - Ingham Lake Bible Camp - June 6 - 6:00 p.m.
Ingham Lake Bible Camp is located 5 miles east of Wallingford off County Road A34
Elderversity - June 7-8 - Okoboji Camp: Guest Speaker: Pastor Lee Laaveg
Family Camp - June 20-25 - Guest Speaker: Rev. Brian King
June 27-July 2 - Guest Speaker: Rev. Scott Rains
Trailblazer Camp - completed 4th-6th grades - Ingham Camp: June 20-25, June 27-July 2
Junior High & Confirmation Camps - completed 6th-9th grades - Okoboji Camp: June 13-18
Camp-in-a-Day - completed K-2nd grades - Ingham Camp: June 20-22, June 27-29

For more information or to register for an event,
please call 1-800-656-2654 (Okoboji Camp) or
712-867-4170 (Ingham Lake Camp) or
go to www.okoboji.org
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Properties Team
The blinds in the SON Room have been installed by Steve and Lora Johnson.
A new programmable thermostat has been installed by Steve Olson which will
control heat and air better in the SON Room. A bid of $1,200.00 would add a fan
to force air and heat better yet, but funding is needed for that.
A $250.00 donation for SON Room improvements has been received.
Paul Wire will install crown moulding above offices at his convenience.
Thanks to all Properties Team Members for your help.

Mark Speidel, Properties Team leader

June, 2021 - Page 9

Stewardship ... Stewards of the Month:
Eric and Cindy Tigges
As we start out summer, how fitting to celebrate our Stewards
of the Month as one couple behind some of the mission work at
Faith Lutheran - Eric and Cindy Tigges. Their passion for international
missions has led to three mission teams going out from Faith to further
the Kingdom abroad. One team to Haiti in partnership with “Love Takes
Root” and two teams at different times to Mexico City with Operation
Serve International.
Both have served on Faith’s Council at some point but in different roles. Eric as leader of the Missions
Team and Cindy as leader of the Leadership Support Team. You can find Eric in front on Sunday
morning serving as worship leader, Scripture reader, or leading prayers of the church.
You can find Cindy behind the scenes in the tech booth with the computer or the video camera.
Cindy has also helped with numerous tasks including the constitution revision, the development
of an Employee Handbook, and served on the planning team of Faith’s hosting of Leadercast Live for
3 years. Presently, Cindy is a member of the Call Team who is in search of God’s calling for Faith’s
next pastor.
Most importantly Eric and Cindy both exude willing hearts to serve the Lord in all aspects of life. Well
done good and faithful servants! Thank you for sharing your passions with us all and responding to
God’s calling by using your gifts among our congregation.

Stewardship ... FPU - 2 Class Options Available!
The Stewardship Team is offering Dave Ramsey’s 9-week course,
Financial Peace University (FPU), this Summer and Fall.
Currently, the team offers a mid-week class to begin in June.
The next class will begin in October and will meet on Sundays
after worship.
If you have taken the class before and would like to take the
course as refresher, there is no charge.
For questions or to sign up, please call Heidi Skadeland at 712-221-9098 or sign up at the
Welcome Center! For more information or to purchase a membership, please visit the Dave Ramsey
website at ramseysolutions.com/ramseyplus/pricing

Stewardship Thanks Pastor Lee and Denise
Every month we get to feature amazing people and write about how they make Faith great with
wonderful lay leadership. Now we just wanted to take some space to feature two people that back
Faith’s mission with their vision and servant leadership.
Denise has more talent in her pinky finger than most of us have throughout our whole body. What is
most admirable is while she plays the prelude on Sunday mornings, she reads the congregation as we
gather and notices who’s there and who isn’t, paying more attention to us than to her music because
her talent and skill can take over any arrangement she’s playing. She isn’t just gifted at different
instruments, but also teaching others the passion for music she has on those various instruments.
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Stewardship Thanks Pastor Lee and Denise (continued)
Beyond music, Denise encourages our puppeteers, bell ringers,
and actors. Keep in mind the months in advance Denise needs to
read through skits to select one, the weeks in advance she adds
them to the worship line up, along with organizing youth and
actors to rehearse and be ready to perform during worship. All
the time and organization that goes into smoothly flowing
worship services that we experience week after week, from the
theme to the music and all the additions, they don’t go unnoticed
and are such a blessing to us all. All that organization again
culminates in December where Denise again has prepped and
rehearsed the kids along with the Children’s Ministry team, for
our annual Christmas program where you can see Denise
beaming from ear to ear, proud of our youths’ accomplishments.
On the other side of this team, Pastor Lee delivers the Word with
power every time we hear him speak and can say more in one sentence than most of us can say in a
whole article. Pastor preaches with such wisdom so we know we are going home with a Word from the
Lord in our hearts. He also uses honesty and humble self-depreciating humor that shows we are all in
need of forgiveness, grace, and do-overs. Pastor’s personal touch and compassion can make a visitor
feel like Faith has been their church home for years, and make us
members feel like we are part of his immediate family. Through
baptisms, weddings, loss of a loved
one, or illness, Pastor makes sure
we feel God’s presence in our lives
during the hard times and the times
of celebration in our lives.
Beyond Sundays and events, Pastor
Lee carries out his vision for Faith
on a daily basis whether it’s inside
the walls of Faith or, maybe even more importantly, out in the community so all know the love of God and are always welcome at Faith.
He makes sure all are appreciated either with a pat on the back or a
hand written thank you note after participating with different needs at Faith.
When COVID-19 hit, our entire staff and council came together, working on what was best for our
congregation. Denise worked with the worship team and they organized the lay leadership for our
services on who was comfortable in being present. Then another, strictly masked required service,
was added for those with that preference so they too could worship in the space God has given us all.
Who solely led those? Pastor Lee and Denise of course because of their servant hearts. They even
made the sole communion preparations during COVID-19 so everyone was as safe as possible.
Separately they are gifted and have done great things here at Faith, but together they are one
powerhouse that makes things at Faith feel so cohesive. Both look at the bigger picture to stretch our
thoughts and talents outside of our routines for bigger goals. Most of this looks like they are carrying
out their job descriptions, which it is certainly seen that way. But the blessings they bestow on us all
in such a humble way is the icing on the cake that makes them a gift to us. They lead by example and
show us how to be stewards, taking care of everything God has given us. It has been said that you can
tell a lot about a man’s character by looking at the countenance of his wife, and that is exactly who
Pastor Lee and Denise are; an embodiment of Christ at the center of their lives. Thank you, Pastor Lee
and Denise, for all you have accomplished at Faith these last 10 years and in our hearts, truly leading
and teaching by example because of your gifts and passions. Well done a thousand times, good and
faithful servants!
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st

June 21 -24

th

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

The Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp Counselors are getting excited to travel to
Faith Lutheran for Day Camp again this summer!
Our theme this summer is “Brand NEW” and we will be looking at how Jesus makes us
like “Brand NEW” when we trust in Him.
 New Life  New Hope  New Love New Vision
VBS is for youth who just completed Pre-school - 6th grade.
Faith Lutheran children are free | Non-members are $30 per child.

Faith Lutheran Church
2912 Hwy Blvd, Spencer, IA | 712.580.4316
Register at: https://bit.ly/2QRnwUw
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LifeKids Director Radina Jansen
www.lifekidsspencer.com

Summer Time!
What does summer look like for LifeKids? There are no children here in the summer since
we are licensed only as an after school program. The LifeKids board and I will be making
decisions regarding transportation and staffing for next school year. The Board and I will be working
on the August 14th fund raiser. I will be working on lesson curriculum, applying for grants, and
arranging field trips for the once-a-month in-service days.

Next year, Eric will be working with LifeKids one day per month, on in-service days, as his
responsibilities have changed at Faith and at Zion. With Eric not being available to drive the bus
daily, either a driver or drivers will need to be hired or another option would be to work with Rides to
provide transportation from the middle school to Faith. I will keep you updated as options unfold, and
decisions are made.
I am sad to report that the grant for books that I applied for was not received. I will be reapplying in
July for only non-Christian books as the foundation board agreed they liked the LifeKids program, but
they are prevented from contributing funds for religious purposes.
I am working to inform the community about LifeKids by speaking to local organizations. I spoke to
the Delta Kappa Gamma (DKG) group on a Saturday morning in May. Delta Kappa Gamma is a
professional honor society of women educators that spans worldwide. I shared an overview of the
program using a power point presentation, followed by a time for questions and answers. Please let
me know if you would like me to speak to a group you belong to.

A chance to support Faith’s outreach!
Thrivent Action Team Cards needed – LifeKids would benefit from the use of
Thrivent Action Team Cards to help purchase food and auction items for the fundraiser.
Please let me know if you are willing to help in this way.
Auction items – If you have any items that you would like to donate to the
LifeKids Fundraiser auction on Saturday, August 14, please let me know.
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Stephen

Youth News with Brittany Spieker

The exciting time of Youth transition
May brings the start of the season of transition! Even if we are not ready
for it. Our seniors have out grown the senior Youth, 8th graders are being
initiated into the High school youth and our 5th graders are finally getting
to join the big kids. As a youth leader this can also be an odd time. You experience this void with
the seniors that you have spent every Wednesday with, you pray that we took full advantage of every
minute in that mezzanine, that you prepared them spiritually and faithfully. Then you have this big
sense of Joy and anticipation with the upcoming kids. You want them to experience everything and
more. You want to fill them with God’s love and help them understand God’s nudges, You want to
help prepare that faith journey for them, and you want to create a sense of family in the youth
group. God has already been working diligently in our Youth group and it’s so fun to watch!
One of my favorite things to do with the youth is to support and encourage them in their personal
life. For some of the youth, they view this past time of mine as embarrassing, but for me, I feel as if
belting out God’s love for them is a great reminder. For example: Fun fact about Faith youth is that
we have some amazing athletes, and I love to go and watch them excelled in their God gift. If that
means bringing my hot pink megaphone to ensure that they hear my support then so be it!
Truthfully though there isn’t a better feeling then having the opportunity to pray over an individual
during an event, meet, game or match. I want all of our youth to look at our Faith Family with Joy
and anticipation, and even though maybe a little embarrassed that members of the youth committee
are acting like crazy Christians that deep down they are feeling loved and supported and are happy
we are there.

Rejoice always! Pray constantly. Give thanks in everything, for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus. - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
In these verses, there are three directives and one reason that combine to show us the way to a
joyful life: First, rejoice always. More than a command, this is a reassuring encouragement that we
can find something to be joyful about in every circumstance. Lead with your will and let your
emotions follow along. Second, pray without ceasing. If you took this seriously, you’d never sleep,
eat, or study. That’s probably not what Paul meant. Surely he meant that there is never a situation
for us in which prayer is not proper and powerful. Third, in everything give thanks; not for
everything, but in everything. In all situations give thanks to the Lord, and you’ll cultivate a joyful,
thankful attitude that rises above any circumstances.
This is the will of God in Christ for you. The Lord joins you in your rejoicing, He communes with you
when you pray, and He blesses you when you thank Him. He is most desirous of an intimate,
personal relationship with you, and He knows that these things serve to deepen that relationship.
As we prepare for this season of transition, rejoice, pray, and be thankful. In doing so, you are
fulfilling God’s will for your life today.
Brittany Spieker

Information and happenings
with Faith Lutheran Youth
can be found at ...
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Instagram Youth Page:
spencerfaithlutheranyouth




Facebook Youth Page:

Graduation

A time when one journey ends

Faith Lutheran honors these youth as they graduate from High School:

Colton Christianson is a graduate of Spencer Community School.
Colton is the son of Jerome and Kristine Christianson.

Titan Coleman is a graduate of Spencer High School.
Titan has enjoyed many sports in high school such as
football, wrestling, track, and power lifting. He is also a
member of the National Honor Society and the
Iowa National Guard. Titan has been drilling one weekend
a month until he leaves for military training in September. He is currently
working on his certification from the National Academy of Sports Medicine
and plans to work as a personal trainer this summer until leaving for basic
training. After leaving for basic training in September, he goes on to AIT job
training through the Army to learn a job as a 13F military occupational
specialist. Titan well be a fire support specialist which is primarily responsible
for leading, supervising or serving in intelligence activities such as target
processing for artillery units and brigade maneuvers. He has been accepted to Iowa State University
and will pursue a degree in Psychology.
Titan’s parents are Tracy Coleman and Larry Wigen.
Molly Crew is a graduate of Spencer High School.
Molly’s extracurricular involvements include the National Honor Society,
Speech and Drama, Cross Country, Track and Field, Student Council,
4-H, and choir. After graduation she plans to attend Iowa State University
majoring in pre-medicine. After that, Molly plans to attend medical school.
Molly is the daughter of Peter and Andrea Crew.

Seth Knoer, a graduate of Spencer High School, plans to attend basic
training and AIT for the Army.
His extracurricular involvement was football.
Seth is the son of Jen and Bill Knoer.

*Lucas Kuehler, a graduate of Spencer High School, plans to work at
B&I Electric after graduation. He was a member of the swim team.
Lucas is the son of Kelly and Joe Kuehler.
*Though not a member, this student has been a part of youth group.
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Thank You!
The family of Keith Dannett would like to thank you for all your prayers throughout
the six years of his illness. Thank you to all of you who sent cards of kindness at this
most difficult time.
Thank you and blessings to you.
Sharon Simington

Women’s Bible Study: A Study Based on Philippians
Monday, June 14 | 1:30 p.m. | SON Room
At our last women's get-together we decided to begin a Bible study. We chose
"Experiencing God's Peace." This is a study based on the book of Philippians.
It offers us a chance to us discover God's perfect and lasting peace in every
area of our lives - no matter how turbulent.
Won't you come and join us? All are invited!

New Email Addresses for Faith & Pastor Lee
Faith Lutheran: office@faithlutheranspencer.com

Pastor Lee: pastor@ faithlutheranspencer.com
As of June 1, Spencer Municipal Utilities eliminated email as a service. When
an email address changes for you and/or your family, please send it to the
church office. We'll update our records!
A reminder to all: If you are still receiving the Friday worship email at your
old address, you will need to unsubscribe from the email list.
To find the unsubscribe link, please scroll all the way to the bottom of the
email and click the link “unsubscribe from this list.”

Register for Fall LifeKids!
Monday - Friday LifeKids from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. will start when
Spencer Community School starts in the fall.
To register your child/children,
please visit the online registration form: https://bit.ly/3w5hSxy

“Re-New”
Okoboji Bible
Conference 2021
July 31 - August 6
Brochures available on
the Welcome Center.
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Faith Lutheran Council
Those in attendance were: Pastor Lee, Greg Lear, LaVonne Clark, Kay Iversen,
Roger and Vickie Godfredsen, Laura Heikens, Heidi Skadeland, Brittney Spieker,
and Larry Wigen. Those attending via zoom were: Becky Simons, Mark Speidel and
Korrie Anderson.

Faith
Lutheran
Council
Minutes

Larry called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Kay Iversen opened the meeting with
a devotion and a prayer.
A motion was made by Mark, seconded by Roger to approve the minutes, voted, all
ayes.
A motion was made by Heidi, seconded by LaVonne to approve the financial report,
voted, all ayes.

May 13,
2021

Pastor's report was read and team updates were given. A Call Team update was given by Brittany with input from Larry.

7:00 p.m.

A motion was made by Roger Godfredsen to contact Mark Neuman to be Intentional
Interim Minister for Faith Lutheran Church, seconded by Becky Simons. Voted, 1
aye, 1 nay. Motion died.

In person
and via
Zoom

A motion was made by Brittany Spieker seconded by Heidi to move forward with
hiring of intentional interim pastor for 12 months splitting with Trinity at a
max of 60/40 for total package. Voted, 7 ayes, 1 nay. Motion carried.
Other items discussed were, communion; traffic flow for those masked and unmasked, the project tree; explanation, team manuals; available for all teams, housing form; needed signatures, and the ten year celebration on June 6th; the possibility of someone catering the celebration.
Closing prayer was said by Pastor Lee.

Next Council Meeting | June 9 | 7:00 p.m. | In person & Zoom

Council Members: Please submit your May team reports to the office
(office@faithlutheranspencer.com) by Monday, June 7, at noon.

General
Offering

Council
Members

January 1 - May 23, 2021 | Year to Date: $137,542.62
Thank you for generously giving in 2021!
President - Larry Wigen
Vice President - Paul Behrens
Council Secretary - Vickie Godfredsen
Caring Ministry - Laura Heikens
Children’s Ministry - Korrie Anderson
Discipleship - Randy Enge
Evangelism - Kirby Fueston
Fellowship - Roger & Vickie Godfredsen
Finance - Becky Simons

Leadership Support - Greg Lear
Missions - Pam Harris
Music and Creative Arts - Brett & Jolynne Eilts
Properties - Mark Speidel
Stewardship - Kevin & Heidi Skadeland
Technology - Kay Iversen
Treasurer - Becky Simons
Worship - LaVonne Clark
Youth Ministry - Brittany Spieker
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Call Team
Present: Larry, Joe, Cheryl, Ann, Patty, Barb, Troy, Ross, Dave, Brittany,
Cindy, Jared.
Absent: Molly, Kyle, Autumn, Seth
Joe opened with prayer 7:15PM
We went over the Interview Questions, prioritizing and grouping similar topic
questions together. Cheryl and Barb will work together to organize and collate the
questions.
The Job Description was then discussed, with changes offered. Dave will make those
changes and send a revised edition via email to committee members to look over.

Faith
Lutheran
Call Team
Minutes
April 20,
2021

Faith’s Church Profile was discussed with some corrections/changes offered.
Jared will make those changes and also send a revised edition via email to committee
members.
It was decided that the Job Description and Church Profile would be sent via email so
the members could all look at them. They can then give their approval or suggestion in
the emails. The idea being it would not be needed to meet in person next week, so that
the information could be all ready to go to be placed on LCMC web site and Faith’s
website by May 1st. The deadline for applications returned is May 31, 2021. Joe is
going to contact the people whose names had been offered up and let them know that
if they would be interested, the job opening is posted on the LCMC website.
Ann and Cindy offered to be the Correspondence group. They are hoping to develop a
gamil account just for the call committee/candidate correspondence. The paper copy
applications will go to Ann’s house and electronic applications to the gmail account.
It was suggested that we prepare an information packet of church information,
Spencer chamber info and the Lakes Area info. We will give one of these packets to the
in-person interviewees.
Cindy reported that she and Joe will be on a phone conference with Church Doc
Ministry the next day (April 21). They will bring a report from the phone conference to
the next meeting.
Council President Larry was joined by council members Paul Behrens and Greg Lear
to answer questions regarding the email Larry had sent out concerning the council’s
feelings of an intentional interim pastor. There was much discussion about this and
the time line in hiring a new pastor that the council offered to the call committee.
After much discussion Ross made a motion to approve the intentional interim pastor
as council has proposed (but not officially voted on) which they feel is necessary due
to the timeline, being able to continue current programs, burn out of volunteers etc,
etc. Patty seconded. There were 6 yes votes and 5 no votes.
There was a general consensus for council to do as they feel necessary for a
congregation forum regarding the Intentional Interim Pastor, but were encouraged to
do so to keep the congregation informed.
The next meeting is scheduled for May 11, 2021 at 7:15 PM.

Joe closed in prayer at 10 PM.
Respectfully submitted by Barb Solberg
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Call Team
Call Committee Members present: Autumn, Brittany, Joe, Cheryl, Barb, Patty,
Ann, Troy, Dave, Cindy, Ross, Jared.
Call Committee Members absent: Molly and Kyle.
Council Members presents: Larry, Paul, Greg, Kay, Kirby, LaVonne, Roger,
Laura, Becky, Kevin and Heidi and Mark.
The meeting was started at approximately 7 pm.
Larry introduced Rev. H Mark Neumann.

Faith
Lutheran
Call Team
Minutes
May 11,
2021

Pastor Mark gave a presentation on the objectives of an Intentional Interim
Pastor. Listing the goals for transition renewalMaintain viability of church
Resolve feelings of grief
Reinforce ministry of laity
Clarify mission of church
Deals with special needs of congregation
Emphasize fellowship and reconciliation
Strengthen denominational ties
Increase potential for a successful ministry by next called pastor
Pastor Mark talked about three types of transition- 6-12 month Transition as
Issue Focus, 12-18 month Transition as Developmental and 18-24 month
Transition as Frame Bending.

After his presentation the floor was opened to questions and comments.
It was decided the Larry will give a Temple Talk to the congregation about an
Intentional Interim Pastor.
There is a time frame as Pastor Mark needs to decide his next position.
Jared made a motion for the Call Committee to support council to bring to the
congregation the hiring of an Intentional Interim Pastor for up to 12 months.
Ross seconded the motion. Individual ballots were collected with 11 yes votes
and 1 no vote.
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM.
Respectfully submitted by Barb Solberg

2021 Call Team
Joe Simington, Call Team Leader
Troy Rosendahl

Autumn Erdman

Dave Susie

Jared Hansen

Cheryl Hessenius

Ann Lear

Barb Solberg

Ross Brockshus

Patty Ellsworth

Molly Crew

Cindy Tigges

Seth Knoer

Kyle Rouse

Council Rep.:
Brittany Spieker
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Faith Lutheran Church
2912 Highway Blvd
Spencer, IA 51301

Faith Lutheran Church - May, 2021
Births | Baptisms: May 16 - Jesse Dibble; May 23 - Joey Vos | Confirmed
Deaths | Marriages | New Members

Faith Lutheran Church - Staff
Pastor: Lee Laaveg
pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg
worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com

Technology Director: Lori Krei
techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com

Church Administrator: Lori Krei
churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven
office@faithlutheranspencer.com

Custodian: Rich Stueven
custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com

Stephen Ministry and Visitation Director
Lay Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, Ruthven:
Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com
LifeKids Director: Radina Jansen
director@lifekidsspencer.com
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Email us at: office@faithlutheranspencer.com
www.faithlutheranspencer.com
Like us on Facebook
Follow us at: @flcspencer
Faith Lutheran Church LCMC
Watch us on SMU:
Monday @ 8:30 p.m. | Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m.

