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WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Inviting all people to faith ... Come and Worship - Go and Work 
 

Pastor - Lee Laaveg | Ministers - All 

Phone: 712-580-4316 2912 Highway Blvd, Spencer, Iowa 51301 

June 20, 2021  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Email us at: office@faithlutheranspencer.com  

Catch us on the Web: www.faithlutheranspencer.com | YouTube Live Stream 

Follow us      @flcspencer  

Like us on Facebook      Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: Monday @ 8:30 p.m. and Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m. 



Prelude 

*Opening Song - “Blessed Be Your Name” 

Welcome 

Prayer 

Song - “This Is My Father’s World” 

*Invocation 

We meet in the strong name of our God, 

We praise You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

*Litany 

God of love, 

Today we ask your blessing on all who give their lives with a father’s love. 

Bless new fathers and wise grandfathers. 

Bless loving uncles and caring godfathers. 

Bless fathers who await the birth of their child with joy. 

Bless men who did not expect or want to become fathers. 

Bless men who embrace fatherhood through adoption or foster parenting, 

remarriage or single parenthood. 

Bless men still waiting and hoping to become fathers. 

Bless fathers whose work takes them away from their children. 

Bless fathers whose work is with their children. 

Bless fathers whose lives are shaped by war, poverty, or violence. 

Bless fathers who work for peace, freedom, and justice. 

Bless teachers and mentors who serve as father figures. 

Bless priests and ministers who lead as loving parents. 

Bless men who are separated from their children, by force or choice. 

Bless families without fathers and all who love in abundance in their absence. 

Bless fathers who have lost a child. 

Bless families who have lost their father. 



Bless all whose fathers were loving. 

Bless all whose fathers failed to meet their needs for love. 

Bless all who celebrate today. 

Bless all who struggle today.  

In the name of the Trinity – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – we pray. Amen. 

*Prayer of the Day 

Lord God, all life comes from You, our Creator. You are our Father, and we thank 

You for the gift of life. Thank You that You wait for us with open arms and an open 

heart. Teach us to depend upon You in all things. You are a good, good Father. 

Thank You that we belong to You and that we are a part of Your family. We offer 

our lives back to Your service. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

First Lesson - Deuteronomy 6:6-9 

Second Lesson - Galatians 4:4-7 

Gospel - Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Children’s Message 

Song - “Good, Good Father” 

Sermon - “Christ’s Church ... The Waiting Father” 

Song - “Way Maker” 

*Confession of Faith 

Prayers of the Church 

*Words of Institution for Holy Communion 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Holy Communion 

Distribution Songs 

“Father, I Adore You” 

“How Deep The Father’s Love For Us” 

*Blessing 

*Closing Song - “Sing Wherever I Go” 

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

*Please stand if you are able. 



WELCOME! 
The church office is open 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Monday through Friday. 

Please contact the church office 

at 712-580-4316 or 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

for any questions or concerns. 

First Lesson - Deuteronomy 6:6-9 
6 These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 7 And you 

shall repeat them diligently to your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house, 

when you walk on the road, when you lie down, and when you get up. 8 You shall also 

tie them as a sign to your hand, and they shall be as frontlets on your forehead. 9 You 

shall also write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

 

Second Lesson - Galatians 4:4-7 
4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born un-

der the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might 

receive the adoption as sons and daughters. 6 Because you are sons, God has sent the 

Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying out, “Abba! Father!” 7 Therefore you are no long-

er a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. 

 

Gospel - Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near Jesus to listen to Him. 2 And 

both the Pharisees and the scribes began to complain, saying, “This man receives 

sinners and eats with them.” 3 And so He told them this parable, saying, 11 “A man had 

two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the 

estate that is coming to me.’ And so he divided his wealth between them. 13 And 

not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a 

journey to a distant country, and there he squandered his estate in wild living. 14 Now 

when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he 

began doing without. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 

country, and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he longed to have his fill of 

the carob pods that the pigs were eating, and no one was giving him anything. 17 But 

when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired laborers have 

more than enough bread, but I am dying here from hunger! 18 I will set out and go to 

http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer


Pastor’s Ponderings ... 
1. Is it easy or hard to think of God as our Father in heaven? 

2. Was your relationship with your earthly father good or not? 

3. Spiritually, have you ever gone on a prodigal journey away from our Father? 

4. How does the heart of our Father always invite us home? 

5. What awakened you to come home to God? 

6. What is your favorite part of this story Jesus told about the Prodigal Son 

and the Waiting Father? 

7. What qualities or characteristics in your life bear a “family resemblance” 

to our Father in heaven? 

my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 

heaven, and in your sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; treat me as one of your hired laborers.”’ 20 So he set out 

and came to his father. But when he was still a long way off, his 

father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and 

embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, 

I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, 

‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring 

on his finger and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, 

slaughter it, and let’s eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was 

dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’ And they began 

to celebrate. 25 “Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and 

 approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he summoned one of 

the servants and began inquiring what these things could be. 27 And he said to him, 

‘Your brother has come, and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because 

he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he became angry and was not 

willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him. 29 But he 

answered and said to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving you and 

I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you never gave me a young 

goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who 

has devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’ 
31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. 
32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 

has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.’” 



Ingham Okoboji Lutheran 

Bible Camp Counselors are excited 

to be coming to Faith starting  

tomorrow for VBS Day Camp! 

Our theme is 

“Brand NEW Auto Shop” 
and we will be looking at how Jesus 

makes us like “Brand NEW” when 
we trust in Him. 

VBS is for youth who just completed 

Pre-school - 6th grade. 

Faith Lutheran children are free 

Non-members are $30 per child. 
 

Register 3 ways: 

 Use the scan code to the left 

 Use the link:   https://bit.ly/2QRnwUw 

 Or fill out a paper copy on the Welcome Center! 

(Didn’t get camper(s) register today? Come tomorrow! 

You can register your camper(s) then!) 
 

A few notes for this week: 

 Campers will need a sack lunch for each day. 

Juice and a snack will be provided. 

 Have your camper bring a non-perishable food item for our VBS fundraiser! 

 There will be a program on Thursday, June 24, at 12:00 p.m. Invite friends 

and family to come watch what our campers have learned. Once the program 

is done, campers can go home with their families. 

We can’t wait to see you tomorrow! 
For questions or concerns, please call the Church Office at 712-580-4316. 

VBS starts tomorrow! 
Monday - Thursday | June 21-24 

 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

https://bit.ly/2QRnwUw


Your Help 
is Needed 
for VBS!  

Can you help fill 

the supply list the 

kids are going to 

need for activities during 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday -Thursday, 

June 21-24 

 Boxes - 1 per child 

(ice cream tubs, pop tart 

boxes, or other small 

product boxes) 

 Bottle caps - 4 per child 

(water bottle, pop caps) 

 Old newspapers or 

magazines to cut up  

 Crayons, colored pencils, 

washable or permanent 

markers 

 Irons - to borrow 

 Please bring items to 

the Church Office by 

Sunday, June 20 

FAMILY-TO-FAMILY 
EDUCATION CLASS 

FREE 8-week course for family members of individuals 
with: Major  Depressive Disorder , Bipolar  Disorder ; 

Borderline Personality Disorder; Schizophrenia and 
Schizoaffective Disorder; Anxiety, Obsessive Compulsive 

Disorder; Post-traumatic Stress Disorder; Co-occurring 
Brain Disorders and Addictive Disorders 

Classes begin Monday, June 21 | 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. | Faith 
Lutheran Church | SON Room 

Leaders: Jamie Crum - 712-229-714 
Email: jcrum@cherokeermc.org 

and Tonya Draper - 712-229-5425 
Email: tdraper@cherokeermc.org 

For more information call Jamie or Tonya. Class size is limited. 

Watch a very brief video at: 
https://www.nami.org/Find-Support/NAMI-Programs/NAMI-

Family-to-Family 

Pastor Lee records a message for the 

Christian Crusaders radio broadcast. His next 

message, “Touching Jesus” can be heard on 

Sunday, June 27: 

 WNAX 570AM, Yankton, 9:00 a.m. 

 KWMT 540AM, Fort Dodge, 8:30 a.m. 

 WHO 1040AM, Des Moines, 7:05 a.m. 

All messages are available on the Christian 

Crusaders website - www.christiancrusaders.org 

Five women at Faith are involved in 

Christian Woman Speaks. They are Rachel Simington, 

Linda Susie, Cheryl Hessenius, Nancy Ketcham 

and Alice Nielsen. 

Christian Woman Speaks broadcasts over 

KICD-AM on Sunday, June 27 at  

9:20 a.m. featuring Alice Nielsen 

If you would like to be a part of this ministry, 

please contact Alice Nielsen at 712-264-0727.  

mailto:jcrum@cherokeermc.org
mailto:tdraper@cherokeermc.org
https://www.nami.org/Find-Support/NAMI-Programs/NAMI-Family-to-Family
https://www.nami.org/Find-Support/NAMI-Programs/NAMI-Family-to-Family
http://www.christiancrusaders.org


Do you play the piano? 

Do you know of someone 
that plays piano? 

The Worship and Music Director Call Team would 

like to ask those in our Faith family if they could 

help us find an interim pianist. 

We need you to help this church SING! 

Please contact: LaVonne Clark at 712-363-2798 

Brett Eilts at 712-551-7829 

Jolynne Eilts at 712-551-7830) 

Roger Godfredsen at 712-330-1829 

Korrie Anderson at 712-363-3556 

Save the date! 

Retirement Party for Pastor Lee and Denise 

Sunday, July 25 

Happy Birthday 
to ... 

June 20 

Doreen Scribner 

June 21 

Mia Schwartz 

Justin Spieker 

June 22 

Rachel Skadeland 

Casey Vanderberg 

June 23 

Cheryl Stueven 

June 25 

Grayson Hansen 

Sarah Harris 

June 26 

Pam Harris 

Happy 
Anniversary to ... 

June 20 

Larry & Shirley Nelson 

June 21 

Dave & Linda Susie 

June 24 

Jake & Karen Jacobson 

June 26 

Gene & Denise Lovitt 

2021 Call Team 
Joe Simington, Call Team Leader 

712-346-7834  

Ross Brockshus Molly Crew 

Patty Ellsworth Autumn Erdman 

Jared Hansen Cheryl Hessenius 

Seth Knoer Ann Lear 

Troy Rosendahl Kyle Rouse 

Barb Solberg Dave Susie 

Cindy Tigges 
Council Representative: 

 Brittany Spieker 

Pray for this team as they seek God’s leading 
in calling our next pastor.  



LifeKids 
Fundraiser 

Saturday, 
August 14 
Reserve a table for 

6 for $100 or a 

single seat for $20. 

To make dinner 

reservations, please call 

Radina Jansen,  

LifeKids Director, at 

712-580-4316. 

To Register 
for Fall 

LifeKids! 
Monday - Friday LifeKids 

from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

will start when Spencer 

Community School 

starts in the fall. 

To register your child (or 

children), please visit the 

online registration form: 

https://bit.ly/3w5hSxy  

Frank King The Mental 
Health Comedian 
Monday, June 28 

Clay County Regional 
Event Center 

The Seasons Center for Behavioral Health is hosting a 

Suicide Prevention Summit on June 28 

at the Clay County Events Center! 

The summit will occur in two sessions: 

 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. will be for healthcare providers, 

faith leaders, and human service workers. For 

this event, register at https://bit.ly/3aUkd5B 

 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. will be for members of the 

farming and agriculture community, including 

ag businesses. For this event, register at 

https://bit.ly/3vDm4nv 

Erika Adolph

Temp
Erika Adolph, MA, tLMHC, is a counselor working out of Spencer in Northwest Iowa where 
she has resided for over 18 years with her husband, David, and their 2 children. Erika has 
her temporary license in Mental Health Counseling in the State of Iowa. She completed both 
her Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology and her Master of Arts degree in Professional 
Counseling at Liberty University (Lynchburg, VA). Erika is also certified through EAGALA 
(Equine Assisted Growth and Learning Association) to provide Equine Assisted Psychothera-
py which uses horses to assist clients in an experiential therapy to work through challenges, 
relationships, and reach therapy goals. Erika truly desires to see clients grow in their rela-
tionships with others, self, and God.
Serving: Spencer 

TEAM Restoration Ministries 

TEAM Restoration Ministries has a God-driven 

commitment and passion for facilitating the healing 

and strengthening of marriages, families and 

individuals, both children and adults. They offer 

many different types of counseling. 

Meet Erika Adolph! 

Erika Adolph is a counselor working out of 

Faith Lutheran in Spencer where she has 

resided for over 18 years with her 

husband, David, and their 2 children. 

Erika has her temporary license in Mental 

Health Counseling in the State of Iowa. Erika truly 

desires to see clients grow in their relationships with 

others, self, and God. 

For more information or to schedule an 

appointment, please call 515-238-9010 

or www.team-restoration.org 

https://bit.ly/3w5hSxy
https://bit.ly/3aUkd5B
https://bit.ly/3vDm4nv
http://www.team-restoration.org


Faith Lutheran Church Staff: 
 

 Pastor: Lee Laaveg 

 pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 
 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 

custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship Director: Denise Laaveg 

worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 

techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 
 

 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

LifeKids Director: Radina Jansen 

director@lifekidsspencer.com 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Stephen Ministry and Visitation Director 

Lay Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, Ruthven: 

Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

GENERAL OFFERING AND ATTENDANCE - $392,819.00 

 GIVING YEAR TO DATE ATTENDANCE 

APRIL $27,885.61 $112,997.01 158 

MAY $29,311.32 $142,308.33 135 
 

June 1-6 $  5,745.00 $148,053.33 121 

June 7-13 $  4 837.00 $152,890.33 107  

SUNDAY, JUNE 13: YOUTUBE LIVE-STREAMING COMPUTERS - 15 

Thank you for generously supporting Faith Lutheran in 2021! 

10 And He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you 

leave town. 11 Any place that does not receive you or listen to you, as you go 

out from there, shake the dust off the soles of your feet as a testimony 

against them.”- Mark 6:10-11 

While these named projects need support, please know that 

other teams may appreciate support as well. Check out the 

Project Tree and let God inspire you to support in a way that 

works for you. Projects from the Properties Team include: 

Finish top moulding office: $400 

Door on southeast storage area: $500 - $600  

New ceiling fans (Worship area): $3,500 - $4,000 

Landscape around cross: $10,000 

For more projects, please see the Project Tree bulletin board! 

The Project Tree 



Dear Visitors, 

We are glad you are 

worshiping with us today! 

We’d love to connect with 

you. Please share your 

contact information, and a 

member of Faith will be in 

touch with you soon. 
 

Please put this form in the 

offering bowl at the back of 

the church. - Thank you! 
 

Name/Family Names: 

 _________________________  

 _________________________  

Phone Number: 

 _________________________  

Email: 

 _________________________  

Address: 

 _________________________  

I’d like to ... 

 Learn more about 

opportunities at Faith. 

 Learn about becoming a 

member. 

 Join a small group. 

 Visit with the Pastor. 

 Other:  _______________  

 _________________________  

 _________________________  

 _________________________  

Thanks for 

worshiping with us! 

Thank you to today’s ...  

Worship Leader Eric Tigges 

Scripture Reader Greg Lear 

Children’s Message Pastor Lee 

Prayers of the Church Linda Susie 

Communion Servers Dave and Sharon Simington 

Prayer Intercessors Dennis Larson, Bill Nitzel,

 Steve and Theone 

      Quattlebaum 

Altar Prep Lora Johnson, Linda Conlon 

Camera Kent Heazlett 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 

Fellowship Cindy Essick, Larry Peterson 

Fellowship Set-up Cindy Essick 

Greeters/Ushers Troy and Anne Rosendahl 

 

Next Sunday, June 27 

Worship Leader Barb Solberg 

Instrumentalists Denise Laaveg, 

 Jared Hansen, 

 Kevin Skadeland, 

 Conner Essick 

Vocalists Rachel Simington, 

 Kirby Fueston, Brittany Spieker 

Scripture Reader Jim Paulsen 

Children’s Message Doug Schwartz 

Prayers of the Church Joe Simington 

Altar Prep Lora Johnson, Linda Conlon 

Camera Cindy Tigges 

Lead Tech Lori Krei 

Fellowship Lee and Nancy Ketcham 

Fellowship Set-up Nancy Ketcham 

Greeters/Ushers Eric and Sheila Weeks 

Faith Lutheran Church Videos on SMU 

Each week our worship service is broadcast 

on SMU Channel 3 on Monday and Tuesday. 

The service may also be viewed on the SMU website. 

A handy link is provided here: https://bit.ly/3aj4jyq 

https://bit.ly/3aj4jyq


This Week at Faith! 
 

Today - Sunday, June 20 

 9:00 a.m. Worship 

 10:30 a.m. Fellowship 

 6:00 p.m. VBS meeting 
 

Monday, June 21 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School 

 12:00 p.m. (noon) Faith Life Together Newsletter Article Deadline 
 6:00-8:30 p.m. NAMI Family to Family Education Class - SON Room 
 

Tuesday June 22 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School 
 

Wednesday, June 23 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School 

 1:00 p.m. Staff meeting 

 7:00 p.m. High School Youth 
 

Thursday, June 24 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School 

 9:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Coffee Fellowship 

     Location change - today only due to VBS! 

     Countryside Condos - 1102 Saint Luke Dr. 

     Park on west side, use west entrance, take elevator to 

     second floor. Question: Carolyn Christofferson at 

     712-240-3048 

 6:15 p.m. Stephen Ministry Supervision Group meeting 
 

Saturday, June 26 

 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 

Upcoming Events! 
 

June 21 - 6:00 p.m. - NAMI Family-to-Family Education Class 

July 11 - Congregational Forum - Immediately after Worship Service 
 

Please contact the church office (712-580-4316) for a current calendar of events. 

Or, check the online calendar at www.faithlutheranspencer.com/events 

http://www.faithlutheranspencer.com/events/

