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Peace on Earth! 

Here we are at the end of 2021! Faith Lutheran has had a big 

year! We saw the retirement of our first pastor and worship 

director, called our second pastor, and are moving right along! 

December is looking to be a good month with good things 

happening. 

Mid-week Advent WoW! community meals and worship 

services begin on December 1. Each week at 5:30 – 6:30 p.m., a 

team will serve a meal for a free-will offering to be used for a team 

ministry. At 6:30 p.m. worship begins. The worship services will 

provide something for everyone! 

Sunday, December 5 Pastor Ben Unseth will be installed as 

Faith’s second pastor. Be sure to stay after worship for lunch as 

the day becomes Pork Sundae Sunday! Want to know what a Pork 

Sundae is? Head over to the fellowship area for lunch! 

Many of us look forward to the Children’s Christmas Program 
each December. Make plans to be at Faith on Sunday, 

December 12 for the program “Glory to God in the Lowest.” 

Marlee and Sunday School teachers have been working with the 

children each week to prepare. Come see what ‘glory in the lowest’ 

is all about! 

Christmas Eve is such a special time. Faith will have 

candlelight worship for the newborn king on Friday, 

December 24 at 5:30 p.m. What a wonderful gift God sent to 

earth for us - simple human beings! Let’s gather to sing and 

worship! 

May God bless you richly during the Christmas season. Peace on 

earth and goodwill to all!  

http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
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Pastor Ben Unseth 

Jesus ... The Meaning of Christmas 

It was Christmas Eve, and I was not done with my Christmas shopping. So I 

got in the car and headed out. Driving to the mall was horrible. Driving 

through the mall parking lot was even worse. Once in the store, the aisles 

were crowded. I searched and searched, found what I wanted, and headed to 

the long cashier lines.  

In front of me were a couple women much more frustrated than I. Exasperated, one of them huffed to 

the other, “I just can’t wait till blankety-blank Christmas is over!!” I think she was missing something 

about Christmas. She was belting out loud what a lot of people feel. 

Christmas can become a burden or a drudgery, too many same-same parties, too many gift 

obligations. This might be you. It is definitely some people you work with, or friends you hang out 

with, family you love and pray for, or a lonely neighbor. 

If I were Dr. Christmas, I would offer a prescription to the worn-out woman in the shopping line; to 

your searching coworker, friend, family member and neighbor; and to your heart if it’s heavy. I would 

prescribe a Silent Night; some Joy to the World; a pilgrimage to far Away in a Manger, in O Little Town 

of Bethlehem, where Of the Father’s Love Begotten an Infant Holy, Infant Lowly was born for you and 

for me. I would prescribe a late night encounter with Angels We Have Heard on High announcing God 

Rest You, Merry! (pssst … This song is saying that God wants to make you merry, not that God wants 

to give rest to merry gentlemen.) God did not give us Christmas as a sentimental holiday In the Bleak 

Midwinter. The core of Christmas is Mary’s Boy Child. 

These are the things that I Wonder As I Wander. When I worship at our Advent services and on 

Christmas Eve, I will whisper in wonder, “What Child Is This?” 

I have two pleas for you this month: 1) O, Come All Ye Faithful. 2) Who can you invite and bring with 
you to hear some great Christmas music and to encounter Jesus as the meaning of Christmas? 

Sunday, Nov. 28 - 1st Sunday of Advent 

Wednesday, Dec. 1 - Advent meal - 5:30 p.m. | Midweek service at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 5 - 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Wednesday, Dec. 8 - Advent meal - 5:30 p.m. | Midweek service at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 12 - 3rd Sunday of Advent - Children’s Christmas Program 

Wednesday, Dec. 15 - Advent meal - 5:30 p.m. | Midweek service at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 19 - 4th Sunday of Advent 

Wednesday, Dec. 22 - Advent meal - 5:30 p.m. | Midweek service at 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 24 - 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Sunday, Dec. 26 - Worship  
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Birthday Blessings 

December 3 Nicole Griffin 

December 4 Tim Egland 

December 6 Cryss Quanbeck 

December 7 Gene Englin 

December 8 Dan Lockhart 

December 10 Reid Tigges 

 Mallory Anderson 

December 11 Troy Rosendahl 

December 12 Bruce Simons 

 Larry Wigen 

December 13 Donna Fredrick 

December 14 Olivia Schuster 

December 16 Stan Anderson 

 Mark Freeman 

 Justin Heikens 

December 17 Cherie Banks 

 Marci Sandven 

 Carl Simons 

December 18 Jerome 

    Christianson 

 Del Christman 

 Syndee Patten 

December 22 Kyle Rouse 

December 23 Cayann Knoer 

December 25 Randy Enge 

December 26 Greg Lear 

December 28 Conner Essick 

 Gavin Patten 

December 27 Abigail Sedlacek 

December 30 Lori Wire 

 

 

Anniversary Blessings 

December 3 Bruce & Gayle 

    Simons 

December 28 Mike & Kim Wilson 

December 29 Steve & Debbie 

    Zitterich 

December 30 Steve & Jean 

    Oleson 

 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Tuesday, December 14 

 1:30 p.m. in the SON Room 
As we continue our study of Philippians 2 we find Paul (as a parent) instructing 
the Philippians (his spiritual children) that even though he is away (in prison) 
they are to continue living their lives for God. Reminding them who they really 
serve (God, not Paul) and why. 

We will also look at how Paul and Timothy, his fellow servant for the Lord, lived like Jesus and ponder 
how we can follow their examples. 

 All are welcome to come! Come join us! 

For more information, please contact Linda Susie at 712-262-6621 or djslrs74@yahoo.com  

Women’s Bible Study: Experiencing God’s Peace 
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Meet Your Missions: World Mission Prayer League 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity Food Pantry 

is in need of items for our community. 

With winter coming, they suggest: Pancake mix and 

Hamburger and/or Tuna Helper 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity 

Lutheran World Relief 

Hands-on Mission Day  
Wednesday, Dec. 1 | 9:00 a.m. to noon 

Come for fellowship as we sew, tie quilts and assemble kits. 

All Are Welcome! 

We are in need of 6-month sized t-shirts for girls 

to continue making baby care kits! 

Items can be donated by placing them in the yellow Missions box 

inside the church near the front doors.  

The World Mission Prayer League (WMPL) is a Lutheran organization 
with headquarters in Minneapolis, MN. They are committed to know 
Christ, pray for His kingdom, and share the gospel and themselves 
with those who don’t know Him. Their passion is to evangelize the 
world where ever people don’t know Jesus as their savior. To do that, 
WMPL has 100 missionaries in 20 countries around the world. WMPL 
is unique in the approach to raising funds to support these 
missionaries. It does not ask for funds directly or conduct campaigns 
but rather prays for God to supply the necessary means through 
individual donations to send missionaries around the world.  

 
Faith’s Mission Team has chosen to support this mission partner and especially to fund the ministry 
of Neeraj and Nijhar and their seminary. The family came to visit Faith and shared our worship 
several years ago. Their gift of a beautiful tapestry is framed on the fellowship area wall. In the last 
year, Nijhar lost her father and 25 other friends and students to COVID-19. Although the family is 
currently in Minneapolis, they are still teaching at the seminary thanks to technology. 
 
Pray for the Lord to grant fruitful ministry for Neeraj who is visiting till mid-December. He is focusing 
on the school project in preparation to receive children for next school year. In addition, he will be 
conducting seminars and workshops to mobilize prayer for unreached people groups and grow 
engagement in discipleship; he also plans to visit ministry partners, give leadership in a backpack 
library ministry, and develop a scholarship program for children who have lost parents due to 
COVID-19. Pray for wisdom and stamina. 
 
If you would like to read more about WMPL and the missionaries around the world, you can access 
their web site at wmpl.org. Please pray for this mission organization or contact any Mission Team 
member for more information. 
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Mission Emphasis: Mental Health Conditions 

December has its share of highs and lows during the holiday season. For 

some, it is a joyous time of celebrating and seeking out friends and family 

to share the season. For some, it’s a time of loss, for missing those who 

are no longer here, for less than happy memories, illness, and other 

challenges that dull the festivities with pain and challenges.  

As Christians, we know the hope we are given through the Christmas 

story, which reflects God’s love for us by sending His One and only Son to this world to save us from 

our sin. As we recall the simple and lowly way the King came to us, we see the complexities of this 

world and know they are not God’s doing. Our culture is fraught with man-made interpretations of 

what life “should” be in an attempt to distract us from the simple and straight-forward principles God 

has given us to live by. 

For those of us who struggle with a thought life of negativity, depression, and anxiety, it’s easy to forget 

in these moments that Jesus has called us to walk with Him. He continually reminds us of His love 

and His call to accept and readily receive His grace and salvation. 

So during this holiday season, when the gaiety feels forced, when the joy is absent from tasks and 

events that may have once given us a comfort and peace, let us remember the words of Romans 10:17 

“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing from the word of Christ.” May our faith be enriched by hearing 

God’s voice in the quiet places speaking to us and saying: “Call on me when you are in trouble. I will 

deliver you and you will honor me.” Psalm 50:15 NIV To God be the Glory in these days and the days to 
come. 

Merry Christmas to all our family of Faith. 

TEAM Restoration 
Ministries 

TEAM Restoration Ministries has a 

God-driven commitment and a 

passion for facilitating the healing 

and strengthening of marriages, families and 

individuals, both children and adults. They 

offer many different types of counseling. 

Erika Adolph, a counselor with TEAM 

Restoration Ministries, is working out 

of Faith Lutheran. She completed both 

her Bachelor of Science degree in 

Psychology and her Master of Arts 

degree in Professional Counseling at Liberty 

University (Lynchburg, VA). Erika is also 

certified through the Equine Assisted Growth 

and Learning Association to provide Equine 

Assisted Psychotherapy which uses horses to 

assist clients in an experiential therapy to work 

through challenges. 

For more information about 

TEAM Restoration Ministries or to schedule 

an appointment with Erika, 

please call 515-238-9010 or visit them at 

www.team-restoration.org 

LWR Care Kit 

Supplies Needed 

At Anytime! 

Any fabric, mattress pads or blankets for quilts 

Bath-size towel, dark colored, 
between 20”x40” & 52”x27” 

Bath-size bars of soap 

Adult-size toothbrush 

Metal nail clippers 

Hand towel, dark colored 

Diaper pins  

Cloth diapers (6-24 month) 

Cotton t-shirts 

Socks (6-24 month) 

Receiving blankets 

Long or short-sleeved gowns or any variety 
of sleeper (6-24 month) 

Jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood or 
a baby cap (6-24 month) 

http://www.team-restoration.org
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Worship, Music and Creative Arts 

O Come Let Us Adore Him 

I can’t believe we are almost already to the Christmas season - maybe it’s just me, but this year 

seemed to fly by! Life has a way of doing that to us, doesn’t it? Perhaps it feels that way because we 

keep ourselves so busy. From work, to hobbies, to keeping up with the house, to running kids 

around, to filling up our “free time” with activities and entertainment … it’s no wonder time flies. 

Christmas tends to be a time we keep or even accelerate that pace … making meals and goodies, 

coordinating travel, decorating, purchasing gifts, and doing whatever we feel we need to in order to 

“make the holidays happen.” 

The Christmas Program we are doing this year features primarily original music, but there are bits 

and pieces of traditional Christmas carols mixed in. One of the lines that comes to mind is “O come let 

us adore Him” from O Come All Ye Faithful. As I reflect on this concept of coming to adore Christ the 

Lord, I think about the nature of busyness and how it can get in the way of our relationship with the 

Lord. Adoring someone or something requires a pause of everything else, our focus directed only to 

that person or thing, and delighting in them. It requires full presence in the moment, without concern 

for whatever you’ve been doing or are planning to do next. How often do we truly pause to adore 
Christ? 

Several months ago, I was praying about spending time with God and how much of my time is spent 

doing ministry. God reminded me that spending time doing ministry is not equivalent to spending 

time with Him. Ministry is much less effective without people who are personally spending time with 
the Lord, growing in their love for Him, communicating with Him, and delighting in Him. I often 

struggle with this; it is too easy for me to prioritize things that feel more pressing or are time-

restricted. Even in a ministry setting, when everything we do is for the mission of Christ, we miss it 
when we fail to abide with Him and delight in His presence. 

Philippians 3:7-9a says, “But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 

What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 

my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage that I may gain Christ and be 

found in him.” We were designed to know Christ and make Him known, and our lives were set apart 

for that purpose. Thus, in everything we do, this mission should be central; if it’s not, we are missing 

out on something of greatest value. 

This Christmas season, let’s work to pause and adore our Savior and Lord. Take time to enjoy Him 
and delight in His presence. Don’t let the hustle and bustle of preparing for the holidays cause you to 

miss out on the joy of knowing the One who this season is all about. Come, let us adore Him! 

Blessings, 

Marlee Nicholson, Interim Worship Director 



December, 2021 ~ Page 7 

 

Glory to God in the Lowest 
2021 Christmas Program presented December 12 | 9:00 a.m. 

Directed by Marlee Nicholson 

Dress rehearsal/Happy Birthday, Jesus! Party will be on Saturday, Dec. 11. 

Starting time to be announced. 

When angels appeared outside the town of Bethlehem proclaiming the greatest 

news the world had ever heard, they didn’t deliver their message to the “high 

and mighty,” but to the simple and lowly - shepherds! And, not just any 

shepherds, but easily-disregarded “night shepherds.” Little did they know that 

the promised king, the Messiah from the line of King David, was born that 

night, right there in Bethlehem, and would grow up to be both the Lamb of 

God, and the Good Shepherd! Glory to God In the Highest became Glory to 

God in the Lowest, too, as the very Son of God came to the world He created 

as a tiny baby in a lowly manger! 

The 2021 Children’s Christmas Program! 

Christmas Poinsettias 
8-inch green foil-wrapped pots  

$35 per plant 

Turn in your order form with payment to the red box 

 on the Welcome Center Desk. Make checks payable to 

Faith Lutheran Church and earmark them “Christmas Poinsettias.” 

Name  ______________________________________________________________________________  

Phone  _____________________________________________________________________________  

Number of plants  ________________________  Total $ __________________________________  

In memory of  ______________________________________________________________________  

In memory of  ______________________________________________________________________  

In honor of  ________________________________________________________________________  

In honor of _________________________________________________________________________  
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www.lifekidsspencer.com 

LifeKids Director Radina Jansen 

Blessing from Jesus! 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the LifeKids will be using an Advent booklet, 

“Countdown to Christmas,” for their daily lessons. This Advent booklet was chosen with purposeful 

consideration. Most of the children that attend LifeKids do not attend Sunday School or church. On 

the second day of Advent, the Scripture is Genesis 3: 1-8, telling of the disobedience of Adam and 

Eve, explaining the reasoning for the birth of Jesus. Some of the people we will read about on our 

Advent journey include: Zechariah, John, Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, shepherds, and baby Jesus. 

When Christmas is over, may the countless blessings that Jesus brings, fill us through the year! 

For our November in-service 

day, we went to the Spencer 

Public Library. Kayla Schlichte, 

the youth librarian read a story 

to us about Dewey Readmore 

Books, the Spencer Public 

Library cat. We got to look at a 

scrapbook of Dewey’s life in the 

Spencer Library and see the 

metal lined book drop where he was placed through the 

book slot on a -15 degree winter night as an 8 week old 

kitten. The middle picture shows all the kids around 

the statue of Dewey. After learning about Dewey and 

listening to a Thanksgiving book, the children had an 

opportunity to read and or play with the 

toys in the children’s section. 

When we returned to the church, we 

created Christmas cards for some of Faith’s senior members. A big LifeKids, “Thank 

you!” goes out to Dr. Courtney and Dr. Doug Schwartz for the use of their Thrivent 

Action Team Card to purchase supplies for the cards and to pay for postage. 

A big LifeKids, 

“Thank you!” 

goes out to the 

whole Schwartz 

family. Fleece 

was purchased 

with Dr. Courtney and Dr. Doug’s 

Thrivent Action Team Card. Both 

Mia and Sydney cut and helped 

the children tie and weave a total of 11 blankets for the 

program, Adoptive Support through Lutheran Services 

in Iowa. The children worked hard to weave and tie 

blankets for other children in need of something to 

comfort them during difficult times. 



December, 2021 ~ Page 9 

 

Lift Up in Prayer ... 
 The search for a worship director. 

 Peace in our country and for our elected officials, both local and national. 

 For healing for Tracy Bengtson, Emily Hoppe, Bernard Fairchild, Gene Lovitt, 

Paige Thilges, Christopher Enge and all those we name in our hearts.  

 The families of those who have gone before us, especially the family of  

Sharon Woodford, who joined the Lord on November 20. 

 
Reasons for Praise! 
 For Marlee Nicholson, Faith’s interim Worship Director. 

 Generosity of Faith in support of our missions and ministries through their 

time and efforts, but also for special needs through the Project Tree. 

 TEAM Restoration Ministry offering counseling through Erika Adolph, 

a licensed counselor. 

Prayer and Praise Corner 

Looking for member contact information? 

Sign up to receive access to the online church 
directory and be in the know!  

With SimpleChurch CRM, Faith members can find contact information for those in 

the family of Faith. 

If you are interested in online access via computer or mobile phone, please sign 

up at the Welcome Center or use the QR code to sign up online today! We will 

send out login information soon. 

Printed copies of the church directory are available on the Welcome Center. 

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, please direct it to the Prayer Team Leaders  

Linda and Dave Susie at djslrs74@yahoo.com or Doreen Scribner at doreenscribner@outlook.com 

If you would like to be included on  Sunday’s Prayers of the Church, 

 please contact  the church office at office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

A memorial donation given to LifeKids was used to purchase Bibles for Cattelya 

and Shane Taylor. They were so excited to receive their first Bible! 

I look forward to teaching the Advent lessons and hearing the reactions and 

questions that arise from this inquisitive group of children! 

May the light of His love 

shine upon you this Christmas season! 

mailto:djslrs74@yahoo.com
mailto:doreenscribner@outlook.com
mailto:office@faithlutheranspencer.com
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Stewardship ... Steward of the Month: 
Korrie Anderson 

The Giving Christian: Chapter 5 -  

Giving the Gift of Strength 

If you’re looking to model someone with great dedication, then look no 

further than our last Steward of the Month for 2021, Korrie Anderson! 

Our Children’s Ministry Team leaders in the past have been faithful 

workers that put the kiddos before everything else and make them their 

top priority along with Faith’s top priority. It is one of the team leader 

positions on council that is hardest to fill because of the amount of work 

needed for such active little members of ours! Korrie was a find three 

years ago when she answered God’s call to lead the next Children’s Ministry team because of the 

faithfulness and dedication she puts in to all the activities of the team including Sunday School, the 

Christmas Program, Vacation Bible School, First Communion, the Nursery and all the kickoffs for fall 

programing. Beyond all of that for her own team, her willingness to help other teams is above and 

beyond. You can find her skills anywhere they are needed when someone asks for help.  

Outside of Children’s Ministry, Korrie also uses her gifts and talents by reading Scripture on Sundays  

and most recently being a vocalist for leading worship music. Also, with her kiddos growing up so fast 

and becoming more involved, entering activities of their own, Korrie also helps on Wednesday nights 

with Confirmation.  

We are blessed to have this beautiful sister and her family, Dan, Stella, and Kora, as part of our 

congregation. Her persistence, strength, and creativity, are such exquisite additions to us at Faith and 

we couldn’t be more blessed that she uses her gifts along-side us. On Korrie’s Facebook, she quotes 

Corrie ten Boom, “Any concern too small to be turned into a prayer is too small to be turned into a 

burden.” Seems appropriate for any team leader! We hope leading your team and sharing your faith 

with us all is just as much of a blessing for you as it is for us. Well done, good and faithful servant, 

and thank you, Korrie, for serving not just the little ones but us all because of how much we are 

blessed by our Faith Lutheran kiddos! 

In our Blessings Calendars last month, we had a question to answer that read “Who did God put in 

your path to reach out to today?”  Depending on who it was and what their need was, it could be 

exactly what we are talking about this month to be more of a Giving Christian. 

 The first time anyone had ever reached the summit on Mt. Everest, began Kirk Nowery, was on May 

29, 1953.  The summit was conquered by Edmund Hillary, a New Zealand beekeeper by occupation.  

Hillary didn’t do it alone, he definitely had help and his helper possibly did even more than Hillary 

did because I’m sure at some point Hillary didn’t want to continue, but his Nepalese helper had to 

encourage him beyond belief to finally get to the top.  Tenzing Norgay, a shepherd from Nepal who 

served as a guide all the way up the ascent, definitely didn’t get all the praise that Hillary did but 

Hillary couldn’t do it without him. 

Someone in the Bible was all about encouraging others to get accomplish a job.  Nehemiah, who has 

his own book of the Bible (check it out if you want to learn how to have strength and give strength to 

others at the right time), had received news that his hometown’s protective wall had been destroyed.  

He was working for the most powerful man in the world at the time, the king of Persia, and needed 

time off, but he had to ask at the right time for things to fall into place correctly.  What do you think 
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The Giving Christian: Chapter 5 - 

Giving the Gift of Strength 

by 
Kirk 
Nowery 

he did?  He prayed and sought out a right time to ask.  Because he did so, the king 

of Persia not only let him take the time he needed to go to his hometown and take 

care of business, but the king also gave him all the supplies Nehemiah needed to 

build that wall.  When he arrived, he assessed the situation and then went to the 

people, leading and guiding them in what they needed to do together.  His words 

gave strength and courage for them all to face the opposition from their enemies…

the ones who destroyed the wall in the first place.  With all he did and the 

encouragement he used to get people all on the same agenda, they built the wall in 

52 days!  We aren’t just talking about a fence; we are talking about a security 

wall…usually many stories higher than their homes and thicker than any normal 

wall and it went all the way around an entire town! 

Maybe you don’t think this is for you because you don’t have to lead an entire 

group of people, but in my world just my toddlers feel like an entire group of 

people! Beyond that, friends, just remember that the same God who led Nehemiah 

in his obstacles in life is also leading you!  You may not need the same things 

Nehemiah did, but they are still just as important to you as his town was to 

Nehemiah.   

Above all, when in a situation where our encouragement to others is necessary, we 

have to have the strength to look to Christ, and not to ourselves.  To help with 

that, remember the story where Peter wanted to walk out to Christ on the water?  

Christ was walking on water in a storm and Peter wanted to join him, so Christ 

told him to walk out to him.  When Peter tried, he saw the wind and the waves and 

the storm and started sinking.  Christ grabbed his arm as he was sinking, but 

Peter needed to remember to look to Christ and not his own insecurities. 

We can encourage others to good works, or scripture sometimes reads provoke…

provoke one another to good works.  We aren’t called to just push and encourage, 

it has to be for the good works God calls us to.  Have the strength to look to Christ 

and be a giving Christian, giving others encouragement for the strength they need 

too.  

The Altar Prep Team is asking 
men and women to be a part of the team! 

Typically, 2 members serve per month once or twice a year. 

Duties consist of: 

 Preparing the communion elements and placing them on the altar, which is usually done on 

Saturday.  

 Setting up for gluten free and the prepackaged wine and grape juice.  

 Cleanup following the service.  

 Making sure the candles have oil. 

For more information, please contact: 

Lora Johnson: 712-299-2301 or lorajohnson1@hotmail.com 

or 

Linda Conlon: 251-979-5920 or lconlon29@gmail.com 
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Faith Lutheran Council 

Faith 
Lutheran 
Council 
Minutes 

October 13 
2021 

7:00 p.m. 

In person 
and via 
Zoom 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Larry Wigen. Those in attendance were 

Heidi and Kevin Skadeland, Pam Harris, Paul Behrens, Laura Heikens, Korrie 

Anderson, Brittany Spieker, Kirby Fueston, Greg Lear, Kay Iversen and Mark 

Speidel. Online: Becky Simons and Randy Enge. 

Opening prayer was given by Brittany Spieker. 

September minutes were approved, moved by Korrie, seconded by Kirby. 

September finances were reviewed by Becky. Moved by Brittany, seconded by Randy. 

Team reports were given – Randy talked about concern for young adults and 

involvement. Mark talked about the cross and monies received for the base. Also 

sliding door repairs. 

Old Business: Paul will contact Pete Crew about how the Nominating Team is 

coming. 

Marlee Nicholson and Leah Kreutner are doing a great job. Still looking for a worship 

director. 

Joe and Rachel Simington are doing Confirmation with Pastor Renee Behrends from 

Trinity Lutheran. WoW! services were talked about. 

The Leadership Retreat, Sunday, Nov. 14, was talked about and plans continue. 

Talked about the Constitution Team and their progress and steps needed to be 

taken to approve and present to the congregation. 

New Business: Talked about Ben Unseth and starting, hope to hit the ground 

running. Heidi moved, Korrie seconded, to attach the revised offer to Ben for the 

records (attached). Email vote was taken and passed 11-1 prior. 

Closing prayer given by Larry. 

Motioned by Kevin and seconded by Britt to adjourn. 

Submitted Larry Wigen 

Faith 
Lutheran 
Council 
Minutes 

November 10, 
2021 

7:00 p.m. 

In person 
and via 
Zoom 

Vice President Paul Behrens called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Members 

present: Randy Enge, Pam Harris, Becky Simons, Kevin and Heidi Skadeland, Mark 

Speidel, Brittany Spieker, Pastor Ben Unseth, Brett and Jolynne Eilts, Korrie 

Anderson, Roger Godfredsen, Kay Iversen, Kirby Fueston and Laura Heikens. 

Pam gave the devotions. 

Minutes from October 13 were amended. Brett Eilts was at the last meeting on 

October 13, 2021. Laura motioned to approve amended minutes, seconded by Pam. 

Approved. 

Becky gave the financial report. We are ahead of last year but behind of this year’s 

budget. She brought up budgets from last year. Team leaders need to get them to 

Becky before the November 14. There is $43,000 left on the mortgage. A motion to 

approve the financial report was made by Brett, seconded by Kirby. Approved. 

Team Reports: 

Pam – Missions Team – to meet on Nov. 16 at 7:00 p.m. to determine the mission 

partners to pair up with in 2022. 

Kirby – Evangelism Team - welcomed 4 new families. 
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Next Council 

Meeting is 

December 8 

7:00 p.m. 

In person & 

Zoom 

Council 

Members: Please 

submit your 

team reports to 

the office 

(office@faithluthe

ranspencer.com) 

by Monday, 

Dec. 6, at 

12:00 p.m. 

(noon). 

Faith Lutheran Council 

Faith 
Lutheran 
Council 
Minutes 

November 10, 
2021 

continued 

General 
Offering  

January 1 - 
November 21, 
2021 | Year to 

Date: $289,160.15 

Thank you for 
generously giving 

in 2021! 

Brittany – Youth Ministry - Have 25 kids for Outreach and are feeding 25-30 

kids every Wednesday.  

Mark – Properties Team - $10,000 in donations have been received towards 

the digital sign. 

Randy – Discipleship Team – Adult Sunday School class is now 20 people. 

LaVonne – Worship Team – College care package shipping cost alone is $200-

$300, asking for donations. Randy said the Discipleship Team will help out. 

Pastor Ben would love to come to a team meeting for all the teams. He is 

getting to know the schedule for council leaders. 

Old Business: 

The worship leader is to announce the noisy jar. 

We will continue to wait on passing the offering plates. 

Roger suggested to set second table out by aisles. 

Sunday, Nov. 14, Leadership Retreat starts at 11:30 a.m. 

The Nominating Team has all 2022 open positions filled except for the vice 

president. 

New Business: 

The Constitution requires a review of our financials. An outside review will be 

done by the annual meeting. Discussion regarding a full audit – cost of at 

least $6,000 – vs. a review at $500-$1,000. 

Pastor Ben is attending the LCMC Iowa Gathering in Altoona. 

Installation of Pastor Ben will be December 5. Pastor Anenson will do the 

installation and give the worship message. There will be a meal following the 

service for a celebration. 

Pastor Ben’s housing allowance for 2022 would be $11,000. Roger motioned 

to approve, Brett seconded. Approved. 

Aflac is offering insurance for staff, must have at least 3 people in order to get 

it. Motion made by Heidi, seconded by Brittany. Approved. 

December 1 Midweek Advent Worship starts – service will be 6:30-7:00 p.m. 

and meals at 5:30-6:15to serve. Becky, Finance Team, will do the Dec. 1 meal; 

Brittany and Korrie, Youth and Children’s Ministries, will do the Dec. 8 meal; 

Kevin and Heidi, Stewardship Team, will do the Dec. 15 meal; and Kirby, Brett 

and Jolynne, Evangelism and Music & Creative Arts teams, will do the Dec. 22 

meal. Kids eat at 5:15-5:30 p.m. 

Brittany – Fundraiser trivia night in February for the Hoppes. 

Stewardship will send out Time & Talent sheets along with the Thanksgiving 

Blessings Calendar with questions to fill out for the Thanksgiving Eve service. 

Looking for a secretary for council. 

Motion to adjourn made by Roger, seconded by Korrie. Approved. 

Pastor Ben gave the closing prayer. The meeting ended at 8:12 p.m. 

Submitted by Paul Behrens 
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The Project Tree 

While these named projects need support, please know that other teams may appreciate 

support as well. Check out the Project Tree and let God inspire you to support in a way 

that works for you. 

Properties Team 

 Finish top moulding office: $400 

 New ceiling fans in the Worship area: 

$3,500 - $4,000 

 Sheetrock back of Worship wall: 

$3,000 - $3,500 

 Resurface North/South exterior walls to match 

front: $37,000/side or $75,000 for both 

 Repaint & sandblast North/South exterior 

walls: $18,250 

 Repaint & sandblast East exterior wall: 

$11,200 

 Floor covering (hard surface or carpet): in the 

Worship area: Estimate $55,000 - $60,000 

 Paint remaining duct work 

 in Worship area: $3,000 

 New digital sign - $30,000-35,000 

($10,000 already received) 

 Shelves in storage area: $500 - $700 

 Repair duct work to Pastor Ben and Eric’s 

offices and General Maintenance - $5,000 

Caring Ministries Team 

 College Care Packages - $200 for shipping. 

 

Technology Team 

 New projectors and system in 

worship area - $150,000 

 

Youth Ministry 

 Gift Cards for meals (like Taco Bell, 

McDonalds, Burger King, any pizza 

establishment) - Typically the youth are 

coming from sporting or school activities and 

have not eaten. 

 Money for snacks for Confirmation youth 

 Cabin cost at IOLBC for a youth weekend trip 

 Paint ball costs at IOLBC 

This Christmas, Amazon Shoppers 
 - Consider Supporting Faith! 

Faith Lutheran has always made a point to shop local whenever possible and encourages all 

church members to do the same. We take pride in our community and want to support our 

businesses! 

Still, there are times when we look to online vendors like Amazon for particular items. If you are 

an Amazon shopper, please consider supporting Faith Lutheran. 

Logon to smile.amazon.com using your current login information. 

Choose a charity to support – Faith Lutheran Spencer 

Shop as normal.  

Up to 0.5% of each qualified purchase is sent to Faith!  

http://smile.amazon.com
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There always room for more! 

Register for LifeKids! 
Monday - Friday LifeKids 

from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

To register your child/children, 

please visit the online registration form: https://bit.ly/3w5hSxy  

Outreach Night 

For youth in 6th-12th grades | 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. | $4.00 per person for food costs 

RSVP by 4:00 p.m. the Thursday before the Outreach Night 

December 5 - Christmas Mystery | January 30, 2022 - Winter Games 

 

Fall Retreats ... 

Winter Crafting Retreat - January 28-30, 2022 

Marriage Retreat - February 11-13, 2022 

 

Pre-registration is required for some events. Please check their website: www.okoboji.org 

Or call 1-800-656-2654 (Okoboji Camp) or 712-867-4170  

CPR/AED & First Aid Certification Class 
Who: Anyone that wants to learn a life-saving skill, needs it for work or wants to recertify. 

When: Zoom class: Thursday, Dec. 9, from 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. that covers all of the course work 

In person, hands-on portion: Saturday, Dec. 11 at Faith Lutheran. 

 Please register each person attending the class separately 2 days prior to the Zoom class. 

Links for the Zoom class and additional information are sent out to all registrants. 

The hands-on portion will be in person at Faith Lutheran on Saturday, Dec. 11. Matthew 

will be scheduling participants in small groups at 20-minute intervals starting around 3:00 

p.m. until approximately 6:00 p.m.  

Cost:  $45 per person via cash, check, or Square Reader invoice.  

Registration Link: osmanager4.com/advcustomerlanding.aspx?co=1&cid=3923428 

If you can't make the Zoom Class options are available. Please contact Matthew Nagler. For any 

question, please feel free to reach out Matthew at 1-402-681-9559/mattsafetytraining@gmail.com    

For more information, please visit: www.topnotchtrainingcourses.com  

 Instagram Youth Page: 

spencerfaithlutheranyouth 

 Facebook Youth Page: 

Information and happenings 

with Faith Lutheran Youth  

can be found at ... 

https://bit.ly/3w5hSxy
http://www.okoboji.org
https://osmanager4.com/advcustomerlanding.aspx?co=1&cid=3923428
mailto:mattsafetytraining@gmail.com
http://www.topnotchtrainingcourses.com/
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Pastor: Ben Unseth 
pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship Pianist: Leah Kreutner 
leah@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 
techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Interim Worship Director: Marlee Nicholson 
marlee@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 
office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

LifeKids Director: Radina Jansen 
director@lifekidsspencer.com 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei 
churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Stephen Ministry and Visitation Director 
Lay Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, Ruthven: 
Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 
custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Email us at: office@faithlutheranspencer.com 
www.faithlutheranspencer.com 

Like us on Facebook 
Follow us at: @flcspencer 

Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 
Watch us on SMU: 

Monday @ 8:30 p.m. | Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m. 

Faith Lutheran Church 

2912 Highway Blvd  

Spencer, IA 51301 

Births | Baptisms | Confirmed  

Deaths: Pam Englin, October 28, 2021; Sharon Woodford, November 20, 2021 

Marriages | New Members 

Faith Lutheran Church - Staff 

Faith Lutheran Church - November, 2021 


