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Welcome Spring! 
April is a time when the earth wakes again and springs forth new life. 

This month at Faith, much is happening! 

Faith begins the month with worship and a congregational forum to 

follow on April 3. Each quarter Faith conducts a congregational forum. 

The forum is an opportunity to hear what’s happening at Faith and to ask 

questions about any topic that is important to you. Grab a coffee and 

donut. Let’s talk! 

Are you good with trivia? Do you know people who are? Get a group 

together and come to Faith on April 9 for a trivia competition and a 

dessert auction. The funds raised will benefit the Hoppe family as Emily 

is currently experiencing health challenges. It is sure to be a fun evening! 

The streets were covered in palm leaves … Palm Sunday is April 10. 

Look for palm leaves at the door at Faith as you come to worship on 

Palm Sunday, April 10. We will honor our Lord as Holy Week begins. 

The next worship opportunity will be Maundy Thursday, April 14. We 

will remember the disciples and their evening with the Lord and the 

Lord’s Supper. Our children have been studying for first communion. We 

will join in celebrating first communion with our children at Faith. 

A tough day for our Lord, Good Friday, is April 15. We will gather to 

remember the difficult day of our Lord’s death. The 6:30 p.m. worship 

service includes songs and vignettes about the day. 

Easter Sunday on Sunday, April 17 will be a glorious day! We’ll 

remember with grateful hearts the Lord Jesus Christ. His wounds are 

healed, and he is risen from the tomb!  

The last Sunday in April is reserved for Confirmation of 11 youth at 

Faith. These students have studied and tested the last 3 years and are 

now ready to profess their belief to the congregation. Join us on April 24 

when we receive these youth as confirmed members of Faith. 

Spring on into Faith this month! We look forward to seeing you. 

May God bless you richly!  

http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
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Pastor Ben Unseth 

Celebration Days and Calibration Days 
Let’s think about two different kinds of days—Celebration Days and Calibration 

Days. 

We love Celebration Days - Mother’s Day, Easter, Graduation. Some Celebration Days mark great 

achievements, like Graduation. Some Celebration Days are monuments to precious relationships, 

Birthdays and Mother’s Day. Some are old holidays, like Easter or Memorial Day, and we may wonder 

what they are all about. 

Celebration Days mean getting to see people we care about. Celebration Days often have a great meal 

and thousands of calories. I love Celebration Days. They are days with sweet experiences, but the next 

day often means going back to normal life - same old, same old. 

Calibration Days are something more. A Calibration Day may be a Celebration Day, but it is also a 

day of change. Your life recalibrates, shifts, adjusts. When a teenager gets that first driver’s license, it 
is a Calibration Day. The day before, the teen can get a big fine for driving alone around the block. 

With a driver’s license, the teen can drive to Sioux Falls or Des Moines with no problem. Their world 

has changed. 

A Wedding is a Calibration Day. Before that day, someone may be congratulated for getting dates with 

multiple people. After the Wedding, if you ask someone else out on a date, you deserve the blowback 

you get. Your world has changed. 

So what is Easter? Is it only a Celebration Day, or is it a Calibration Day. The Bible describes it as a 

Calibration Day. Paul tells us:  

“We know that when Jesus was raised from the dead it was a signal of the end of death-as-the-end. 

Never again will death have the last word. When Jesus died, he took sin down with him, but alive he 

brings God down to us” (Ro 6.9-11, Message). 

If Easter is a human-designed Celebration Day, it is a waste of your time. But Easter is a Calibration 

Day: Jesus actually rose from the grave. He conquered sin, death, and the power of the devil. And he 

longs to change your world. 

Join us at 9:00 am Easter Sunday - and every Sunday - to meet people whose lives are changed by 

the miraculous fact of Resurrection and the person of Jesus Christ. 
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Women’s Bible Study: Experiencing God’s Peace 

Tuesday, April 12 
1:30 p.m. in the SON Room 

 

We continue to learn from Paul in studying the last verses of Philippians 3. Paul 

shares words of wisdom with us describing “friends of the cross” and “enemies 

of the cross”. How do these two groups differ? Who is a model for you that 

shows what it means to be a true follower of Jesus? Who can you be a model for? As we read the first 

few verses of Philippians 4, Paul gives us 3 steps on how to handle a rift between co-workers that 

then causes a rift in the church or work place. 
 

Let’s join together and discuss God’s word and see what Paul advises. 

All are welcome! 

Birthday Blessings 

April 1 Hannah Campbell 

 LaVonne Clark 

April 3 Sara Franker 

 Heidi Skadeland 

April 4 Kevin Swancutt 

April 5 Sara DeWitt 

April 6 Lucy Simington 

April 7 Beth Brockshus 

April 9 Steve Doran 

April 10 Eldon Larsen 

 Dawn White 

April 13 Lindsay 

    Neiderheiser 

 Annie Rouse 

April 14 Kaden 

   Gilley/Harrington 

 Mike Wilson 

April 15 Paul Behrens 

 Austin Crew 

April 18 Brett Eilts 

 Ruby Nitzel 

 Earrian Kelly 

April 19 Lois Christman 

 Kolton Yungbluth 

April 20 Whitney Smith 

April 24 Riley Simcox 

April 26 Alice Nielsen 

 Ruth Ann Vail 

April 19 Annabelle 

   Simington 

 Dorthy Schmidt 

 Penelope Hoppe 

April 30 Otto Maaland 

  

 

 

 

Anniversary Wishes 

April 3 Steve & Theone 

   Quattlebaum 

April 15 Kent & Carol 

   Heazlett 

April 20 Carl & Becky 

   Simons 

April 21 Garold & Lisa 

   Becker 

April 29 Roger & Vickie 

   Godfredsen 

 

 

April Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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The Multi-Church Community Assistance Fund (MCCAF) exists to collaborate 

and coordinate, as a caring community, with Individuals and families at risk 

of utility disconnection and/or eviction to provide supplemental funding as 

determined by assigned screening agencies. 

The MCCAF was created, as a partnership, about 15 years ago, between the 

Upper Des Moines Outreach office in Spencer and the Clay County General 

Relief off along with four (4) interested local churches. This response resulted 

when individuals in need of rental and/or utility assistance were typically 

referred to churches to access additional funding after UDMO and/or General 

Relief gave their allowed contributions, to ask for the balance of rent or utility payment owed to 

satisfy the amount needed.  

 At that time, some churches were over-extending their social ministry budgets and/or had office staff 

overwhelmed by the many visitors to their church asking for money. The MCCAF application was 

jointly developed to gather minimal information to assure churches that their MCCAF contributions 

to an eligible adult were remedying the immediate short-fall in funds for essential housing and 

utilities (electricity, heat, water).  

Participating churches have and continue to determine the amount they wish to provide to the 

MCCAF. An annual award of up to $150 per year per eligible individual or family can be accessed in 

coordination with other government sponsored aid for which they are eligible.  Currently, eight 

churches participate in MCCAF. In this current fiscal year, from October 2021 to February 2022, this 

public-private partnership has assisted 41 families to avoid eviction or disconnection.  

In addition, since December 2021, MCCAF partners, along with local housing organizations, have 

established the Clay County Emergency Housing Team to assist local homeless individuals (especially 

those who are victims of domestic violence, families with children, and adults who have nowhere to 

go) with a short-term motel stay (up to 3 nights) as case management is done to secure a more 

sustainable and affordable housing option. This is yet another opportunity to coordinate public and 

private resources to assist families in Clay County. 

MCCAF appreciates the opportunity to serve in this capacity, the generosity of donor churches, and 

the continued prayers of those who are a part of making a difference through this mission for those in 

our midst, who are in need. 

Meet Your Missions: 
 Multi-Church Community Assistance Fund  

Upper Des Moines Opportunity Food Pantry 

is in need of items for our community. 

They suggest:  

Manwich and Ravioli or Spaghetti O’s! 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity 

Pam Harris, Mission Team leader 

Julie Williams, Denise Lovitt, Kay Iversen 

Kim Wilson, 

Faith’s Mission Team 
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Grand Avenue Community Outreach (GACO), located at 605 Grand Avenue in 

Spencer, exists as a volunteer-driven, non-profit organization that provides 

social services and outreach programs designed to meet physical, spiritual, 

and long-term needs. 

The His Hand Extended Food and Clothing Outreach annually serves 1,000 

households and 2,000 individuals with this wonderful resource for strapped 

budgets. Donated food from the community, rescued food from Fareway, 

HyVee, and Walmart, and bi-monthly orders from the Des Moines Food Bank 

are given out, along with free clothing, the 2nd and 4th Thursdays from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. - free of 

charge. Donated food and gently used clean clothing can be dropped off Monday through Friday 

between 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at the Front Desk bins for weekly sorting. Stained or torn clothing 

items are recycled through One Vision of Clear Lake into rough textiles.  

The GACO Community Kitchen provided over 10,000 free hot meals last year. Food Bank items, 

donated food, and rescued produce and assorted grocery items from Fareway and HyVee are put in 

the hands of skilled kitchen volunteers to make home-made nutritious meals served in the GACO 

Dining Room every Monday and Thursday at 5:00 p.m. Some patrons attending the meal take 

identified shut-ins (loved ones, neighbors) a meal and deliveries are made to infirmed individuals 

with volunteer drivers.  

The Free Clinics of Iowa support a free Medical Clinic held on the 3rd Thursday of the month on a 

first-come, first serve basis. Registration time is 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. A free Dental Clinic is also 

available by appointment only after a medical assessment is done at the free Medical clinic. Local 

healthcare providers volunteer their time and expertise to offer this much-needed service to Clay 

County and beyond. There were 137 individuals served in the Medical Clinic last year and 144 

individuals in the Dental Clinic. 

GACO is also host to eight tenants (AARP Senior Employment Program, All Those Yesterdays, 

Birthright, Family Crisis Center, Hope Haven Day Habilitation, Lutheran Social Services of Iowa, 

United Way, and Red Cross) who offer their services locally.  

GACO is thankful for Faith Lutheran’s mission contribution and your prayers of support to our 

ongoing operational expenses. Individuals providing financial support to this local mission are 

always appreciated as operating expenses (Utilities especially) add up quickly.  

Volunteers are needed to distribute these necessary basic needs so please call 712-580-4732 or 

contact GACO at info.gacoutreach.com for these great opportunities to “Live your Faith” with the 

time and energy you have available to give. GACO especially needs Tuesday morning clothing and 

food workers, hospitality team volunteers, a pool of willing people to do dishwashing and volunteer 

meal delivery driving and live entertainers who can perform at the suppers on Monday and 

Thursday night.  

We are in need of black or blue ball point pens, 

which are used in the school kits! 

Items can be donated by placing them in the yellow Missions 

box inside the church near the front doors.  

Lutheran World Relief 

Hands-On Mission Day | April 6 | 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Meet Your Missions: 
 Grand Avenue Community Outreach 
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Worship, Music and Creative Arts 

I have always been a person that likes to do things on my own. Not in an antisocial way, but in a 

stubborn way. As in, do you need help with that? Nope, I’ve got it by myself! I like to think I have 

things under control and can succeed on my own, without relying on others to help me. In recent 

years, I have gotten better at accepting help, but I still have the tendency to expect myself to do it all. 

Nowhere is this more of a problem than in my walk of faith. I want to be good at this following Jesus 
thing. I don’t want it to be difficult for me to maintain spiritual disciplines or continual growth. Over 

the years I have come to realize this is just not how it works, and it is so much sweeter when reliance 

on God is a necessity.  

This Lenten season, Pastor Ben and I have been structuring worship around our need for God. This 

focus has led me to the song, “He Will Hold Me Fast.” The words of this song are such an anthem for 
my life recently, both revealing my need for Jesus and comforting me with the hope that He’s got me 

covered. The first verse of the song is as follows: 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast 

When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast 

I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path 

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast 

Oh, how often my love is cold. How often I fall short and fail to love Jesus as I should. Over and over 

again, I try to take matters into my own hands and inevitably mess it up. But Jesus is holding me 

through it all. I recently found a quote that sums this concept up nicely: “In the midst of our failed 

attempts at loving Jesus, His grace covers us” (Francis Chan, Crazy Love). 

Sometimes it amazes me that I can’t even follow Jesus without His help. I can’t love Him without Him. 

I can’t believe in Him without His work in my heart and divine intervention. But, even if I could, I’d 

miss out on the joy of relying on Him, and the comfort and hope of being held by Him. One of the 

verses that has meant a lot to me is 2 Corinthians 12:9, “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for 

you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 

weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.” The place of my greatest weakness is where 

Christ can work most powerfully. Praise God that we have such great need for Him! 

Blessings! 

Marlee Nicholson, Interim Worship Director 

 April 10 - Palm Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 

 Maundy Thursday, April 14 - 6:30 p.m. 

(First Communion for Bennet Hansen & Jake Simcox) 

 Good Friday, April 15 - 6:30 p.m. 

 Easter Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
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If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, please direct it to the Prayer Team Leaders  

Linda and Dave Susie at djslrs74@yahoo.com or Doreen Scribner at doreenscribner@outlook.com 

If you would like to be included on Sunday’s Prayers of the Church, 

 please contact the church office at 712-580-4316 or office@faithlutheranspencer.com  

Mission Emphasis: Mental Health Conditions 

Our Reward is in Heaven 

As we Christians watch with horror, the pain and suffering of our fellow 

believers throughout the world, we are reminded that life is fragile and 

persecution is very real. We know that harassing, oppressing, or killing 

people because of their believing in Christ, has gone on for centuries in 

this world of sin. Matthew 5:11 tells us that we believers are blessed in spite of the evil that is cast 

against us.  

Because our electronic age brings these images to us so graphically and in real time, some of us, who 

have experienced past traumatic events ourselves, can be triggered with additional symptoms 

associated with our mental health conditions. In particular, individuals, who struggle with post-

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), can be adversely affected with recurring, involuntary, and intrusive 

thoughts, bad dreams, avoidance of certain people and spaces, negative thoughts about one’s self, or 

hypervigilance. PTSD can amplify depressive and anxiety symptoms, including obsessive thoughts, 

compulsive behaviors, and increased substance use. 

PTSD affects 3.6% of the US adult population or about 9 million individuals. About 37% of those 

diagnosed have severe symptoms and women are more likely to experience PTSD than men. Children 

can also experience PTSD. Where signs of PTSD exist, it is helpful to seek out a mental health 

professional and treatment to alleviate symptoms through counseling, self-management strategies, 

and possible use of medication.  

Jesus reminded us that in spite of persecution, we are to “love our enemies, bless those who curse 

you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who mistreat you and persecute you. 

(Matthew 5:44.) It may be difficult to have this mindset. We know, through God’s grace, that our 

victory, as believers in Christ, comes in due time. As Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:11-12 “Rejoice and 

be glad, because great is your reward in heaven.” 

To God be the Glory! 

Prayer and Praise Corner 
Lift Up in Prayer… 

 Eighth-grade students who are preparing for their Confirmation. 

 Students preparing for their First Communion. 

 Our friends, relatives, neighbors and coworkers who need an invitation 

to come to church on Easter. 

 War-torn Ukraine, and Christians serving in the middle of the danger. 

 Our search for a long-term Worship Director. 

 Healing for Luke Ketcham, Bernard Fairchild, Tracy Bengtson, Emily Hoppe, Gene Lovitt, 

Amy Enge Edlow, Neldon Swancutt, Bev Clark, Terry Hanson’s mother and all those we 

name in our hearts. 
 

Reasons for Praise! 

 Thanks for members who installed the base for our outdoor cross, complete with internal lighting. 

 Faithfulness of Fellowship Team and other teams in providing meals for us throughout Lent. 

 Thanks for Spring rain as we approach planting season. 

mailto:djslrs74@yahoo.com
mailto:doreenscribner@outlook.com
mailto:office@faithlutheranspencer.com


April, 2022 ~ Page 8 

 

 

www.lifekidsspencer.com 

LifeKids Director Radina Jansen 

March Wrap Up! 

Lord God, You loved this world so much, that You gave Your one and only Son, that we might be called 

Your children, too. Lord, help us to live in the gladness and grace of Easter Sunday, everyday. Let us 

have hearts of thankfulness for Your sacrifice. Let us have eyes that look upon Your grace and rejoice in 

our salvation. Help us to walk in that mighty grace and tell Your good news to the world. All for Your 

glory do we pray, Lord, Amen. 

I feel truly blessed to be able to take the LifeKids on a glorious Lenten journey to Easter. They have 

thoroughly enjoyed the daily lessons. Each lesson includes a poem with a missing word. The children 

use their mystery decoder lenses to reveal the missing picture/word. It’s hard to see in the example 

above, but in the red circle is the word donkey and a picture of a donkey. The children write the 

missing word in the poem in their book. A volunteer reads the Bible passages, which is also revealed 

by the decoder lenses. I then read the poem, leaving out the missing word. The children read the 

missing word. We end with great discussion and questions, often referencing the picture timeline of 

Jesus’ life on the LifeKids wall.  

LifeKids has applied for re-licensure with the Department of Human Services, DHS.  Jana Drew, the 

DHS Child Care Licensing Consultant will be coming for a site visit the afternoon of Wednesday, 

March 30. She will be reviewing staff and student files along with checking to see if our building is 

meeting state regulations. She will be reviewing documentation of monthly fire and tornado drills, 

monthly checks of fire extinguishers, snack menus, weekly lesson plans, and all LifeKids forms. 

LifeKids went on a field trip to the Sanford Museum and Planetarium on Monday, March 21. They 

learned about prehistoric life of Northwest Iowa, at a time before which people left written accounts of 

their lives. The early inhabitants of this area are known to us only through the artifacts they left 

behind. Our trip to the museum was very hands on. The children leaned, touched, and experienced 

some of the ways prehistoric people lived. 

The children rotated through stations: Grinding corn, flintknapping (making stone tools), and playing 
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aiming games to train for hunting. 

The children commented that they 

are glad they didn’t live back 

then. It was hard work!  

After learning about how 

prehistoric people lived, the 

children got to learn about fossils 

from Iowa in the prehistoric sea 

exhibit. We learned that a Paleontologist studies fossils while an archaeologist studies human 

artifacts. The children got to use paleontologist’s tools (safety glasses, hammer, pick, and brushes) to 

dig a fossil out of rock. They were so excited to take the fossil home. Some fossils found included 

bones, shells, and shark teeth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We got to go into the planetarium and learn about object movement in our sky. We heard about the 

seasons, tracked the sun’s movement during the seasons, looked at the details of the moon and its 

phases and saw constellations that are visible from Iowa.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big LifeKids, “Thank you!” goes out to Linda Susie for speaking to the children about Lutheran 

World Relief and giving the children an opportunity to tie quilts to send to refugees.  

Thank you for supporting Faith’s outreach! 
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Our April feature for Stewards of the Month are Bruce and Gayle 

Simons. This couple was very instrumental and helpful in the search 

for Faith to have a permanent location in the early years of our 

church and all the ways they helped show the love they have for us 

and our Lord. 

Bruce Simons, good with his hands and all things electrical, was guided by our Lord, along with the 

others, to find the location that Faith needed for a permanent building. Once the building was found 

and acquired, the work was far from over. Bruce was huge in helping with all the renovations needed 

for us to be able to worship there, especially with getting it to current building codes. The number of 

hours Bruce put into making our building a home for so much ministry couldn’t be counted, and even 

if we asked, I’m sure there would have been a few hours left out for the passion and love of giving back 

to Faith Lutheran, even though attention to detail is of his nature. 

Beyond the building for Bruce, he also helped install the first technology equipment, acted in the early 

years of the Last Supper drama at Faith, participates in the prayer chain, greets and ushers for us, 

and has quite the sense of humor when you get to know him best. But as for Bruce, he would rather 

not focus on himself and always asks how you’re doing in personal conversation because he is more 

about others.  

Gayle has always been a supportive wife who is very intelligent and has her own wheels turning for 

projects and ways to be a good steward. In the beginning years of our building, Gayle was right beside 

Bruce helping with the renovations and look of the building. When more people were around, you 

could then find her in the kitchen preparing to feed our hungry workers with meals and 

encouragement for the hard work needed, even though she too was putting in the hard work needed. 

It’s no secret that Gayle is fond of hard work herself as she is an executive on the fair board, always 

putting in her own long hours for making sure the fair is what everyone is looking forward to. Gayle 

also has a passion for missions and has helped on different quilting projects along with personal care 

kits. Gayle has helped on the Fellowship Team, has helped with funerals, is a care minister, greets 

and ushers for us, and participates in our prayer chain. 

We couldn’t find a nicer couple who has worked hard for Faith to be where we have gotten today. We 

thank you both for the countless hours you’ve invested in us and with us and appreciate all the 

prayers you’ve put before the Throne of God. Thank you, good and faithful servants, for laying the 

foundations, quite literally, for where Faith is today. Blessings to you both! 

Stewardship ... Stewards of the Month:  
Bruce & Gayle Simons 

Rev. Robert Blezard: Resurrection Reset  

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 

death? Therefore we have been buried with Him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

- Romans 6:3-4 

Christ is Risen! Risen, indeed! Alleluia!  

The triumphant words we cherish every Easter signal more than just Jesus’ victory over the 

grave. They announce for us the end of deadness and the start of a new life, a fresh beginning, in 

our earthly pilgrimage. Jesus was raised from the dead so that we, too, might walk in newness of 

life.  

From Jesus’ resurrection, our lives take on a new trajectory, a turn away from the values and 

precepts of the world and toward the kingdom of God. As we walk, our lives progressively align with 

the purposes and mission of God.  
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April is here!! Spring is here!! Easter is this month! The greatest gift of all, that our 

Savior died and rose again, for you and me and all who believe and confess Him as 

our Lord. 

First Communion classes began March 20 and will conclude on Palm Sunday. These 

students will be able to take their first communion at our Maundy Thursday service. 

To see one accept Christ as their Lord and Savior is such a special blessing. A 

banquet will be held celebrating 

their completion of the classes. Volunteers to serve 

and clean up would be appreciated. Contact Angie 

Friedrich at 

712-363-3153. 

The nursery is open. We would love to have your 

infants up to 4 years old come and enjoy this space 

during church service. There is a sign-up sheet on 

the welcome center if you have an interest in 

serving in Faith’s nursery. 

Reminder that VBS is scheduled for week of June 

20th. Time held will be 12:30 pm to 5:00 pm. We 

have contracted with Ingham Okoboji Lutheran 

Bible Camp again this year but will need 

volunteers to help. 

Ann Lear has agreed to be the local director this 

year. The pre-school for VBS will be run by Rachel 

Simington and Kirby Fueston again this year. 

Lunch for IOLBC staff and afternoon snacks 

for the kids will needed. If you can help in any way, 

please let Ann Lear (712-363-2454) or  

Patty Ellsworth (712-260-1867) know. 

Children’s Ministry News of the Month 

Rev. Robert Blezard: Resurrection Reset - continued  

For a steward-disciple of our Lord, the implications are many. As we walk in newness of life, we 

might find ourselves 

 Re-examining our relationship to “stuff” – our money, our possessions, the things that might 

have given us a sense of security or worth. Jesus is our security and our worth. 

 Drawing closer to family and friends. True wealth is measured by the love we give and 

receive. Our lives effervesce with the love we receive from God. 

 Contributing more to church and charity. Jesus frees us from the grip that possessions have 

upon us. We can more freely give. 

 Gathering into our lives what Paul calls the fruits of the spirit: “Love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). 

May your lives as steward-disciples take a resurrection reset. Christ is risen! Risen indeed! Alleluia! 

--Rob Blezard  

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
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Faith Lutheran Council 

Faith 
Lutheran 
Council 
Minutes 

March 9, 
2022 

 

Did You 
Know ... 

 
... A list of your 

Council members 

are on the bulletin 

board near Pastor 

Ben’s office. 

 

... Council 

members are also 

found on the 

church’s website 

under the “Team” 

button. 

 

Website:  

www.faithlutheran

spencer.com 

The meeting was called to order by President Paul Behrens at 7:10 PM.  

Members present were Eric Tigges, Brett & Jolynne Eilts, Laura Heikens, Patty 

Ellsworth, Joe Simington, Pam Harris, Becky Simons, Roger Godfredsen, Kay 

Iverson, Brittany Spieker (via Zoom), Mark Speidel (via Zoom), Andrea Crew, 

Kevin & Heidi Skadeland, Randy Enge & Pastor Ben Unseth. 

Devotions were given by Becky Simons.  The meeting was opened with prayer by 

Becky Simons. 

Minutes from last month’s meeting were reviewed. Motion was made by Randy 

Enge, seconded by Patty Ellsworth. Motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

January & February financials were reviewed.  Becky gave a new report overview 

and where the numbers come from regarding designated and general giving. 

Becky will do team reports quarterly to give the leaders an overview of their 

committee’s finances. Motion made by Jolynne Eilts to approve January 

financials, seconded by Heidi Skadeland.  Motion carried. Motion made by Eric 

Tigges to approve February financials, seconded by Pam Harris.  Motion carried. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor to preach here through the end of May and not preach at Zion in Ruthven 

once/month. LCMC will allow Eric to do communion at Ruthven. Encouraged 

council members to introduce themselves to new faces on Sundays.  Pastor 

meeting with Spencer PD Chief, Mark Warburton & the officers next week. Pastor 

did multiple community engagements & outreach items in February. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Welcome to new members and thank you for serving. 

TEAM REPORTS 

 Stewardship – looking for someone to do a presentation on financial 

planning. 

 Worship – looking for volunteers for altar prep & children’s sermons. 

 Missions – looking for new committee members.  Have 4 on committee, 

would like 7-10. Meeting next Tuesday, March 15. 

 Discipleship – have 10-15 people attending adult bible study. 

 Children’s Ministry – looking for more teachers. Lost 2 teachers. Would 

like to have 4/Sunday. There are 5 open slots through the end of the year 

on any given Sunday that need filled. Note: after the meeting, all slots were 

filled. 

 Caring Ministries – meeting this month. Easter cards will be coordinated to 

go out to shut-ins. Meal train was set up for Ketcham’s. Meals picked up at 

the church by them on Mondays & Wednesdays around 4:30 through 

March.  

 Fellowship – 53 people signed up for the meal tonight & we had over 70 

people. Paul suggested planning for 75 each Wednesday. Paul has some 

leftover items from VDC that can be used for meals. 

 Evangelism – meeting tomorrow for the first time. Plan to draft letters to all 

members calling them back to worship at Easter as some members have 

drifted away due to COVID. We want to make them comfortable and 
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Next Council 

Meeting is  

April 13 

 7:00 p.m. 

In person 

and Zoom 

Council 

Members: Please 

submit your 

team reports to 

the office 

(office@faithluthe

ranspencer.com) 

by Monday, 

April 11 at 

12:00 p.m. 

(noon). 

Faith Lutheran Council 

Faith 
Lutheran 
Council 
Minutes 

March 9, 
2022 

Continued 

 

General 
Offering  

January 1 -  
March 20, 2022  

2022 Budget: 
$389,684.00 

Year to Date: 
$83,040.99 

Thank you for 
generously giving 

in 2022! 

address any concerns members may have concerning how our church 

has made changes to accommodate everyone since COVID. Need to line 

up a new member Sunday.  

 Music & Creative Arts - looking for pianist for Easter Sunday. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 1.Discussion 

  a. Current worship services – nothing new 

  b. Current church operations – nothing new 

 2. Wednesday evening Lent meals – encouraged to use up food 

available; contact Roger with questions. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Congregational forum dates are tentatively set for April 3, July 10, 

October 9 after the service. Motion made by Patty Ellsworth to 

accept those dates, seconded by Laura Heikens. Motion carried. 

Bank signature approval. Motion made by Roger Godfredsen to 

approve the below listed individuals as signers, seconded by Eric 

Tigges. Motion carried. 

Bank signers:  Paul Behrens-President, Joe Simington-VP, 

Rebecca Simons-Treasurer, Lori Krei-Church Administrator 

Bank Deposit box access. Roger Godfredsen motioned to approve 

Paul, Joe, Rebecca & Lori to access the box, seconded by Kevin 

Skadeland. Motion carried. Second motion was made by Roger to 

have 2 people present to access the box, seconded by Eric.  Motion 

carried. 

Permission to access safe deposit box: Paul Behrens-President, 

Joe Simington – VP, Rebecca Simons-Treasurer, Lori Krei – 

Church Administrator. 

Pastor’s review – Paul & Leadership to handle that in the coming 

month. 

Worship Director position – we will be advertising for this coming up 

very soon. 

Worship seating – Some chairs were moved from the west side to the 

east. Consensus was to leave the way it is. 

Offering – adult noisy jar with stand. A stand is being made to put the 

noisy jar on top of as well as to put offerings in to eliminate the 

open offering plates in back with no one there to watch them. First 

week of noisy jar offering was $19. 

Pastor Ben’s schedules – noted above. 

Pastor closed the meeting in prayer at 8:06 PM. 

Motion to adjourn made by Kevin Skadeland, seconded by Roger 

Godfredsen. Motion carried. 
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Walk Through the Bible One Chapter a Day! 
We will read one chapter a day and we will understand the whole Bible from beginning to end. We will 

read chapters that can be understood on their own. We will read chapters from the Old Testament 

that tell the story of God’s work among his people and chapters that point us to Jesus - the Messiah 

and Savior. As we read key chapters from the Old Testament, our Sunday readings will be weekly 

visits to the New Testament.  

Through the Bible in 2022 – One Chapter a Day 

Month Date Day Book Ch. Chapter Summary 

April 1 Friday John 6 Jesus Says: I Am the Bread of Life 

April 2 Saturday John 7 Jewish Leaders Try to Arrest Jesus 

April 3 Sunday John 8 Jesus Says: I Am the Light of the World 

April 4 Monday John 9 Jesus Physical and Spiritual Blindness 

April 5 Tuesday John 10 Jesus Says: I Am the Good Shepherd 

April 6 Wednesday Habakkuk 3 Habakkuk Stands in Awe of God 

April 7 Thursday John 11 Jesus Raises Lazarus from Death 

April 8 Friday John 12 
Jesus Anointed for Death, 
 Enters Jerusalem as King 

April 9 Saturday John 13 Jesus Washes His Disciples' Feet 

April 10 Sunday John 14 Jesus Says: I Am the Way, Truth, Life 

April 11 Monday John 15 Jesus Says: I Am the True Vine 

April 12 Tuesday John 16 Jesus Predicts His Death and Resurrection 

April 13 Wednesday John 17 Jesus Prays That His Followers Will Be One 

April 14 Thursday John 18 Jesus Is Arrested and Questioned 

April 15 Friday John 19 Jesus Is Crucified and Buried 

April 16 Saturday 1 Corinthians 15 
Of First Importance: Christ Died and Was 

Raised 

April 17 Sunday John 20 Jesus Rises and Appears to Followers 

April 18 Monday Joshua 6 The Jews Build an Altar 

April 19 Tuesday Joshua 24 The Jews Renew God's Covenant 

April 20 Wednesday Judges 4 Deborah Frees the Jews 

April 21 Thursday Judges 6 God Calls Gideon 

April 22 Friday Judges 7 Gideon Frees the Jews 

April 23 Saturday Ruth 1 Ruth Commits Herself to Naomi 

April 24 Sunday John 21 Jesus Reinstates Peter 

April 25 Monday Ruth 2 Ruth Meets Boaz 

April 26 Tuesday Ruth 4 Ruth Marries Boaz 

April 27 Wednesday 1 Samuel 1 Hannah Dedicates Samuel to God 

April 28 Thursday 1 Samuel 3 God Calls Samuel 

April 29 Friday 1 Samuel 9 Samuel Anoints Saul as King 

April 30 Saturday 1 Samuel 10 Israel Coronates King Saul 
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 Outreach Night: For youth in 6th-12th grades | 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

$4.00 per person for food costs 

RSVP by 4:00 p.m. the Thursday before the Outreach Night 

Sunday, April 10 - Church vs. Church Dodgeball 

 Spring Recharges: April 8-10 and April 22-24 Grades 6-9 

 Spring Crafting Retreat - April 1-3 

Pre-registration is required for some events. Please check their website: www.okoboji.org 

Or call 1-800-656-2654 (Okoboji Camp) or 712-867-4170 

 Instagram Youth Page: 

spencerfaithlutheranyouth 

 Facebook Youth Page: 

Faith Lutheran Church Youth 

Information and happenings 

with Faith Lutheran Youth  

can be found at ... 

The Project Tree 
While these named projects need support, please know that other teams may appreciate support as 

well. Check out the Project Tree and let God inspire you to support in a way that works for you. 

Properties Team 

 Finish top moulding office: $400 

 New ceiling fans in the Worship area: 

$3,500 - $4,000 ($3,100 received) 

 Sheetrock back of Worship wall: 

$3,000 - $3,500 

 Resurface North/South exterior walls to 

match front: $37,000 per side or 

$75,000 for both 

 Repaint & sandblast North/South exterior 

walls: $18,250 

 Repaint & sandblast East 

exterior wall: $11,200 

 Floor covering (hard surface or carpet): in the 

Worship area: Estimate $55,000 - $60,000 

($250 received) 

 Paint remaining duct work 

 in Worship area: $3,000 

 New digital sign - $30,000-35,000 

($11,330 received) 

 Shelves in storage area: $500 - $700 

 Repair duct work to Pastor Ben and Eric’s 

offices and General Maintenance - $5,000 

 Furnace for the SON Room - $12,500 

 

Technology Team 

 New projectors and system in 

worship area - $150,000 

($3,000 received) 

 

Youth Ministry 

 Gift Cards for meals (like Taco Bell, 

McDonalds, Burger King, any pizza 

establishment) - Typically the youth are 

coming from sporting or school activities and 

have not eaten. 

 Money for snacks for Confirmation youth 

 Cabin cost at IOLBC for a youth weekend trip 

 Paint ball costs at IOLBC 

http://www.okoboji.org
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Pastor: Ben Unseth 
pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

LifeKids Director: Radina Jansen 
director@lifekidsspencer.com 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei 
churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Stephen Ministry and Visitation Director 
Lay Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, Ruthven: 
Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 
custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship Pianist: Leah Kreutner 
leah@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 
techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Interim Worship Director: Marlee Nicholson 
marlee@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 
office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Email us at: office@faithlutheranspencer.com 
www.faithlutheranspencer.com 

Like us on Facebook 
Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: 
Monday @ 8:30 p.m. | Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m. 

Faith Lutheran Church 

2912 Highway Blvd  

Spencer, IA 51301 

Births | Baptism | Confirmed  

Deaths | Marriages | New Members 

Faith Lutheran Church - Staff 

Faith Lutheran Church - March, 2022 


