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May at Faith! 

May begins with worship! A great way to start any month! After 

worship on May 1, the congregation will vote on a new digital outdoor 

sign to replace the current sign. We look forward to a good turnout! 

Faith Lutheran Church is hosting a New Member Discovery class and 

lunch after the meeting and vote. How wonderful to have an 

opportunity to share Faith Lutheran Church 

with potential new members! 

May is the month of mothers. Sunday, May 8 

is Mother’s Day. A time to honor and remember 

our mothers. They are an important part of each 

family. 

May is the month of graduations! Faith Lutheran 

is proud to recognize several high school 

students from the area. These graduates will be 

honored on Sunday, May 15 during worship. In 

addition, Faith Lutheran will receive new members on 

Sunday, May 15. What a delight to include new members to 

our flock!  

We truly enjoyed Marlee Nicholson as our interim worship director 

since September 2021. On Sunday, May 22, Faith Lutheran will 

give thanks to Marlee for her help. She’s moving on to other jobs 

and ministries. The Lord is using Marlee to advance the kingdom! 

The United States of America is free because of the sacrifices of our 

military. Memorial Day weekend gives us the opportunity to 

remember those who died for our country. On Sunday, May 29, 

Faith Lutheran will remember these people. Keep these people and 

their families in prayer. 

May is a full month! God’s Blessings!  

http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
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Pastor Ben Unseth 

The Winter That Wouldn’t Let Go 

Read this soon, before you forget how long winter felt. 

As I sit writing on Monday, April 25, the wind is blasting snow. Tonight the 

temperature is forecast to drop to 27 degrees. This past winter did not hand out the harshest cold or 

dump the deepest snow. But it refuses to let go. 

Today, Faith’s high school students are scheduled to freeze to death. Spencer students are set to play 

golf, tennis, soccer and run track…OUTDOORS! Okoboji students are also scheduled to play golf, 

tennis and soccer. Okoboji has shown the good judgment to postpone its track meet. Sioux Central 

students are set to play golf, but track is postponed.  

I remember running cross country meets in the snow in the fall. But spring sports? I never had to run 

a track meet in the white stuff—not even in the Dakotas. Cross country is different anyway. You stay 

warmly dressed until your single event, which then heats you up like a steam engine. When the race 

is over, you enjoy the quick cool down. Then you put your warm clothes back on and drive away. In 

golf, tennis, soccer and track, you are shivering in the elements for a long time. Snow and cold do not 

belong. 

However, by the time you read this in just a few days, freezing temperatures may be gone till autumn. 

Trees may be budding and flowers blooming. Farmers and gardeners may be stirring their soil. 

It is a little like the gulf between Good Friday and Easter. One day is death, then new life breaks 

through! Winter must give way to spring as Good Friday bowed to Easter. If Good Friday told the 

whole story, there would be no hope of new life. Sin, death and destruction would reign. If Good 

Friday were the end, life would be like winter without spring.  

But Easter crushed Satan’s scheme. Easter shouts that sin no longer owns your soul. Easter declares 

that death has been swallowed up in Christ’s victory. Eternal life has begun for God’s children. Easter 

overwhelms Good Friday. 

This winter that wouldn’t let go will have to release its grip…because God made a promise to Noah, 

“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and 

night will never cease” (Genesis 8:22).  

Is today winter’s last gasp? I hope so.  

No matter what, nature’s new life in spring is God’s promise. Easter’s new life is the eternal promise 

for your soul. God’s promises are all guaranteed by Jesus’ resurrection.  

The devil’s winter of sin wouldn’t let go, but Easter began the spring of a new kind of life! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ben Unseth 
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Happy Birthday Blessings to ... 

May 1 Lisa Bengtson 

 Laura Heikens 

May 4 Bill Knoer 

May 5 Mackenzie Rosendahl 

May 7 Ken Hessenius 

 Darla Kurtenbach 

May 10 Shirley Kooker 

May 13 Pamela Egland 

May 14 Katelyn Rye 

 Al Vanderberg 

May 15 Cassidy Hanson 

May 17 Jenn Schuster 

May 19 Dave Simington 

 Brandon Anderson 

 Joey Vos 

May 20 Chase Kooker 

 Jan Larson 

 Courtney Schwartz 

May 21 Karol Gafkjen 

May 22 Kim Wilson 

 Becca Stykel 

May 24 Delaney Weeks 

May 27 Zach Lear 

May 28 Eli Franker 

May 31 Luke Johnson 

 Blake Rosendahl 
 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 

   Wishes to ... 

May 14 Kevin & Sheryl Lee 

May 15 Justin & Christin Lee 

May 19 Ken & Cheryl Hessenius 

May 20 Michael & Sara Ruhs 

May 27 Jared & Nickie Hansen 

May 31 Dennis & Sara DeWitt 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Women’s Bible Study: Experiencing God’s Peace 

Tuesday, May 10 | 1:30 p.m. | SON Room 
We continue to learn how to experience God’s peace in our lives; realizing that each individual 

 Christian needs to possess the personal peace God offers. Only then can there be peace in the 

church. Paul gives us a to-do list for peace in Philippians 4. He also tells us how 

our “thought life” is vital to finding inner peace. 

Have you ever heard or read this? 

Sow a thought, reap an action. Sow an action, reap a habit. 

Sow a habit, reap a character. Sow a character, reap a destiny. 

And how did this destiny come to be? It all began with a thought! 

Come and join in this discussion of God’s word! All are welcome! 

Mother’s Day Basket Fundraiser 
for the Mexico City Mission Trip! 

Bid on your favorite basket beginning 
Sunday, May 1 - Sunday, May 8 by 11:00 a.m.! 

Highest bidder will wins! | Bid any time the church is open. | Bid often! 

Baskets can be picked up after the 11:00 a.m. deadline on Sunday, May 8. 
All proceeds will go to the International Mission trip to Mexico City, December 3 - 10. 

If you have any questions please contact Eric or Cindy Tigges at ectigges@hotmail.com or 712-260-5806 (Cindy). 

Thank you for helping us share the love of Christ in areas where many of the residents don’t get to know Him. 

mailto:ectigges@hotmail.com
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Lutheran World Relief  

Hands-On Mission Day 
May 4 | 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity Food Pantry 

is in need of items for our community. 

They suggest:  

Spaghetti sauce, Crackers, Toothpaste 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity 

Meet Your Missions:  

May is Mental Health Month 
When May rolls around, we see more signs of spring emerge. Hope for 

warmer days, a successful planting season, signal a rebirth of sorts as 

winter continues to fade to a warmer season. May has been chosen to 

observe the various facets of mental health conditions, which ebb and 

flow like the spring season.  

Mental Health conditions are unique to the individual and family who 

experience them. Hope is a mainstay as lived experiences and challenges of mental health conditions 

threaten the equilibrium of daily life. Mood swings, negativity, unpredictable behavior, increased fears 

and anxiety, a shift in appetite or sleep, or an overwhelming sense of helplessness with current 

circumstances can be the first signs that something more serious is amiss. 

These noticeable changes, especially if present for more than three months, are indicators of a more 

debilitating downward spiral. When caught sooner rather than later, these signs and symptoms can 

be evaluated to determine what may be causing the turmoil and provide relief. Sharing these concerns 

does reduce the isolation and stigma of mental health conditions when we reach out to a trusted 

friend, family member, doctor, pastor, or counselor for help.  

Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,” Plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you. Plans to give you Hope and a Future.” Our sense of hope is stronger when 

we take charge, with God’s help, and develop a plan for recovery with support from others. This is 

“one person at a time” work so make the month of May your opportunity to make a difference for 

someone who struggles with a mental health condition.  

We are in need 12 inch rulers. It is 

requested the rulers also include 30 centimeters. They 

will be which are used in the school kits! 

Items can be donated by placing them in the yellow 

Missions box inside the church near the front doors.  
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Post-Partum Depression 
As we celebrate Mother’s Day, we are reminded of God’s gift of life to us. 

Motherhood has its joy and positive experiences. It may also be 

complicated with pain, heartache, loss, and trauma. Infertility, 

miscarriages, pregnancy complications, still-birth, and SIDS are but a 

few struggles some mothers must face. We pray for God’s mercy and peace for mothers who have 

endured these challenges. We ask for God’s grace to compassionately support them through their 

difficult times. 

For our new mothers, we thank God for this blessing of their newborn. Beyond the hormonal and 

physical changes of pregnancy and birth, new moms now have the new-found responsibility of this 

newborn’s every need. Overwhelming feelings may emerge in this new role. Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us 

to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding: in all your ways 

submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” 

What happens when, as new mothers, we become swallowed up by sleep deprivation, physical 

discomfort, feelings of fear, inadequacy, depression, helplessness, and/or intense anxiety? What do 

we do when these symptoms affect our ability to care for our child, ourselves, and function in our 

world?  

When we may believe we don’t measure up, we are given the command to set our path “straight”. That 

may mean learning more about post-partum depression and seeking treatment. Qualified mental 

health professionals can assist our road to recovery. When we learn coping skills to help us manage 

our roles and responsibilities, we are more prepared for this life-long journey of raising a child.  

“Therefore, do not lose heart … inwardly we are being renewed day by day.” (2 Corinthians 4:16 
paraphrased). Admitting we need help, opening our hearts to God and those trusted supports He puts 

in our life, and accessing counseling to learn new skills are all ways to gain strength through God’s 

grace.  To God be the Glory! 

Mission Emphasis: Mental Health Conditions 

TEAM Restoration Ministries 

TEAM Restoration Ministries has a God-driven 

commitment and passion for facilitating the healing 

and strengthening of marriages, families and 

individuals, both children and adults. They offer 

many different types of counseling. 

Meet Erika Adolph! 

Erika Adolph is a counselor working out 

of Faith Lutheran. She completed both 

her Bachelor of Science degree in 

Psychology and her Master of Arts degree 

in Professional Counseling at Liberty 

University (Lynchburg, VA). Erika is also certified 

through EAGALA (Equine Assisted Growth and 

Learning Association) to provide Equine Assisted 

Psychotherapy which uses horses to assist clients 

in an experiential therapy to work through 

challenges, relationships, and reach therapy goals. 

For more information or to schedule an 

appointment, please call 515-238-9010 

or www.team-restoration.org 

 Atlas of Spencer 

 Falls Community 

Church 

 Friends of Madagascar 

    Missions 

 Grand Avenue 

Community Outreach 

 Mental Health Missions 

 International Messengers 

 LifeKids 

 Lutheran Asian Ministries 

 Go Serve Domestic 

 Operation Serve International / Faith’s 

International Mission Trips 

 World Mission Prayer League 

 Wycliffe Bible Translators 

Faith’s Mission Partners 

http://www.team-restoration.org
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Worship, Music and Creative Arts 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; The unity of heart and mind is like to that 

above… And perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity. 
(Blest Be the Tie That Binds) 

The way God has orchestrated this year of my life has been incredible. Had I not randomly showed up 

(uninvited!) to a softball game last August, and been approached there by Brittany Spieker, I may not 

have landed at Faith. I knew I would be applying to go into missions, but Jesus led me to apply for a 

later start date than I originally planned. I suddenly had a year to fill, no plans, and knowledge of a 

need at Faith Lutheran for a worship director. And, well, you know the rest. 

Working at Faith has been such a blessing to me in so many ways. I have thoroughly enjoyed playing 

worship music as my job (seriously, can it get better than that?), growing in my musical ability, and 

being challenged to try new things. But all of that could have happened at any church. At Faith, I 

have been blessed with freedom to experiment with different ways of doing things. I have been offered 

grace when plans went off course or when my load became too heavy. The community of welcoming, 

encouraging, loving people that surrounded me from the moment I walked in the doors of Faith 

Lutheran is like none I’ve experienced before. Not only am I now walking into a new season of life with 

more experience, but I also get to hold new friendships and warm memories with me. For that and 

more, I want to thank you.  

Many of Paul’s letters include encouragement to the people he’s writing to, but some also include 

mention of how those people had encouraged Paul and his coworkers. Philemon 1:7 says, “Your love 

has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the 

Lord’s people.” I have personally been so encouraged all through this year, and even as I look toward 

my next calling, by the people of Faith Lutheran Church. This is such a valuable ministry. Please do 

not underestimate the power of your encouragement in someone else’s life. I have felt cushioned with 

support and love, and feel incredibly blessed to have been surrounded by such a great cloud of 

witnesses (Hebrews 12:1).  

Many thanks to many people for making this year so amazing. Thank you to Leah, Jared, Kevin, and 

Connor for your commitment, flexibility, and willingness to serve Faith on a consistent basis. You 

have used your gifts to honor our God so well, and we are grateful you have shared them in this way! 

Thank you to Jolynne and Brett for your collaboration and support, and for filling in when needed. 

Your leadership and communication have been such a grace. Thank you to Cheryl, Lori, and Pastor 

Ben for allowing me creative liberties, for implementing ideas so thoroughly and beautifully, for taking 

care to serve the Lord at Faith with great intentionality and using your gifts to the best of your ability, 

and for much more than I can put into words. Thank you to the many, many volunteers who have 

served in the tech booth, on the worship team, in children’s ministry, singing in choir, providing 

special music, and participating with me in projects. The use of your time and talents to serve God is 

so appreciated! 

Faith Lutheran is filled with incredible people, and I am humbled and blessed to have had the 

privilege of getting to know and work with many of you. Thank you, thank you, thank you, for being 

such an encouragement to me these last several months. Keep shining the light of Christ! 

Until we meet again! Your sister in Christ, 

Marlee Nicholson, Interim Worship Director 
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If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, please direct it to the Prayer Team Leaders  

Linda and Dave Susie at djslrs74@yahoo.com or Doreen Scribner at doreenscribner@outlook.com 

If you would like to be included on Sunday’s Prayers of the Church, 

 please contact the church office at 712-580-4316 or office@faithlutheranspencer.com  

Prayer and Praise Corner 

Lift Up in Prayer… 

 High School and College Seniors preparing for graduation and their next steps. 

 Mothers as they seek to fulfill their responsibilities, with or without 

 encouragement. 

 Friends who are considering becoming members of our congregation this month. 

 Ingham Okoboji Bible Camps as they recruit their summer staff members. 

 War-torn Ukraine, and Christians serving in the middle of the danger. 

 Marlee Nicholson, our interim Worship Director, as she finishes her ministry with Faith. 

 Healing for Please bless Pat Swancutt, Luke Ketcham, Tracy Bengtson, Emily Hoppe, Bernard 

Fairchild, Jim Spieker, Gene Lovitt, Neldon Swancutt, Sandy Eickholt, Terry Hanson’s mother and 

all those we name in our hearts. 

 

Reasons for Praise! 

 Give thanks for our new Worship Director, Gloria McKenney, who will begin in mid-August. 

 Thanks for women whom God has used to nurture and mentor you. 

 Thanks for all our devoted members who participated in Confirmation Class this year. 

 Thanks for frequent Spring rain as we approach planting season. 

“Now you are the Body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 

Faith Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for being such a huge support for our family! Many of you 

have emailed, Facebooked, and even called us! These encouragements 

ALWAYS 

Thank you for your love, prayers and financial support! This is helping us 

to move forward where God wants us. Thank you for being beside us in 

this journey.

Thank You! 

Thank you for all your prayers for healing. The cards received are 

uplifting! I still have a long way to go and appreciate everything. 

God bless you and Thank you! 

Pat Swancutt 

Send mail to: The Smiths, 

c/o International Messengers, 

P.O. Box 618, Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Now you are the Body of Christ, and 

each one of you is a part of it.” 
– 1 Corinthians 12:27 

mailto:djslrs74@yahoo.com
mailto:doreenscribner@outlook.com
mailto:office@faithlutheranspencer.com
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2022 Faith Lutheran Confirmands 

2022 Confirmands 
Through Confirmation, a baptized person affirms Christian belief and is admitted as a full member of the church. 

On Sunday, April 24, these 11 youth publicly professed their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Abbey Ann Crew 
Daughter of Pete and Andrea Crew | Baptized on August 19, 2007 

Favorite Bible verse: Proverbs 31:25 - “She is clothed with strength and dignity; 

she can laugh at the days to come.” 

Favorite Bible Story: The story of Adam and Eve 

Favorite Bible Character: Noah’s Ark 

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: Small group discussions, 

Outreaches at Camp, and playing games together like Romans and Christians. 

Person/people who have helped in your faith development: My parents, my brothers and sister, 

my grandparents, my mentor Rachel, Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School, and my church family have 

all helped me in my faith walk.  

Confirmation mentor: Rachel Simington 

Blaine Robert Erdman 
Son of Jolene and Terry Hansen and Bob Erdman 

Baptized on August 19, 2007 

Favorite Bible verse: 1 Corinthians 9:24 - “Do you not know that in a race all the 

runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it.” 

Favorite Bible story: Jesus walking on the water 

Favorite Bible character: David 

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: Watching the Martin Luther movie. 

Person/people who have helped in your faith development: Grandma Marilyn, parents, 

Justin & Brittany Spieker and mentor Eric Tigges. 

Confirmation mentor: Eric Tigges. 

Olivia Harris 
Daughter of Robbie and Sarah Harris | Baptized on June 22, 2008 

Favorite Bible verse: 1 John 2:7-9 - “Dear friends, I am not writing you a new 

command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old 

command is the message you have heard. Yet I am writing you a new command; its 

truth is seen in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light 

is already shining. Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or 

sister is still in the darkness.” 

Favorite Bible story: The story of Adam and Eve | Favorite Bible character: Saul  

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: Learning about the Bible and God. 

Person/People who have helped in your faith development: My Mom, my Uncle Bill, Rachel. 

Confirmation mentor: Bill Knoer 
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Zachary Kenneth Kooker 
Son of Todd and Shanna Kooker | Baptized in March, 2008 

Favorite Bible verse: John 16:33 - 

"I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 

have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." 

Favorite Bible story: Noah's Ark 

Favorite Bible character: Noah 

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: When we got together for games. 

Person/People who have helped in your faith development: Beth Brockshus. 

Confirmation mentor: Beth Brockshus 

Drew Jerome Piercy 
Son of Darren and Christy Piercy | Baptized on September 2, 2007 

Favorite Bible verse: John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life." 

Favorite Bible story: Noah’s Ark 

Favorite Bible character: Jesus 

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: Playing basketball with the other students 

in the church. 

Person/People who have helped in your faith development: My grandparents. 

Confirmation mentor: Rhonda Vreeman 

Isaac Lee Rustad 
Son of Jesse and Serena Rustad | Baptized on August 26, 2007 

Favorite Bible verse: Philippians 4:13 - "I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me." 

Favorite Bible story: Matthew 12:40 - Jonah and the Whale; 1) We can't outrun 

God, 2) God stays with us, and 3) God is a God of second chances 

Favorite Bible character: Jesus - because of His moral and physical strength. He 

faced all the trials and temptations we face, but proved we can overcome them. He 

went through all we can possibly go through, so He could understand. He did things we deem 

impossible (cure the blind and much more), but sees me as important enough not to leave me. 

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: I'm thankful for finding Faith Lutheran, being 

accepted, and making new friends. 

Person/People who have helped in your faith development: My mom.  

Confirmation mentor: My dad, Jesse 
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Levi David Simington 
Son of Joe and Rachel Simington | Baptized on April 24, 2022 

Favorite Bible verse: Proverbs 21:23 - “Those who guard their mouths and 

their tongues keep themselves from calamity.” 

Favorite Bible story: David and Goliath | Favorite Bible character: David 

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: The lock-in and 

Caleb’s testimony. 

Person/People who have helped in your faith development: My parents, grandparents and 

mentor, Paul Behrens. 

Confirmation mentor: Paul Behrens 

Mia Elizabeth Schwartz 
Daughter of Doug and Courtney Schwartz | Baptized on September 30, 2007 

Favorite Bible verse: 2 Corinthians 5:7 - “For we live by faith, and not 

by sight.” 

Favorite Bible story: The Story of Creation 

Favorite Bible character: Esther 

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: My favorite Confirmation 

experience was having such great discussions with my small group this year. It was a lot of fun and 

great to get to know everyone in my group a little more. 

Person/People who have helped in your faith development: My parents, Korrie Anderson, 

and my grandparents. 

Confirmation mentor: Korrie Anderson 

Ellie Rae Spieker 
Daughter of Justin and Brittany Spieker | Baptized on November 9, 2007 

Favorite Bible verse: Isaiah 41:10 - “So do not fear for I am with you and I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

Favorite Bible story: The story of Esther 

Favorite Bible character: Esther 

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: My favorite memory would be 

when we go into our small groups and we talk about our lives and how God 

corresponds with our life and how God has been the one to help us through each time. 

Person/People who have helped in your faith development: Jolynne Eilts and Denise Laaveg and 

previous camp counselors.  

Confirmation mentor: Vickie Godfredsen 
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Joshua Wayne Vos
Son of Dan and Catie Vos | Baptized on August 31, 2008 

Favorite Bible verse: Joshua 1:9 - “Have I not commanded you? Be strong 

and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD 

your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

Favorite Bible story: Noah’s Ark Favorite Bible character: Paul 

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: Growing in Christ 

with friends. 

Person/People who have helped in your faith development: Pastor Lee Laaveg, My mom, Joe and 

Rachel Simington, Justin Spieker, and my mentor, Dave Solberg. 

Confirmation mentor: Dave Solberg 

Brayden Andrew Yungbluth 
Son of Andy and Laura Yungbluth | Baptized on February 3, 2008 

Favorite Bible verse: Deuteronomy 31:6 - “Be strong and courageous; don’t be 

terrified or afraid of them for the LORD your God is the one who will go with you; 

he will not leave you or abandon you.” 

Favorite Bible story: David and Goliath  

Favorite Bible character: David 

Favorite Confirmation experience or memory: Working with small groups. 

Person/People who have helped in your faith development: Larry Peterson (mentor), Grandparents 

(Dave and Barb Solberg), and Mother and Father (Laura and Andy). 

Confirmation mentor: Larry Peterson 
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www.lifekidsspencer.com 

LifeKids Director Radina Jansen 

April Wrap Up! 

Oh where, oh where has the school year gone? Oh where, oh where did it go?  

It’s hard to believe that we are wrapping up our second year of LifeKids on May 27th.  

We are currently taking registrations for the 2022-2023 school year for 

children in grades Kindergarten- 5th. The registration form can be found at 

lifekidsspencer.com. Please help promote the LifeKids after school program by 

picking up one or more of the LifeKids brochures from the Welcome Center 

and give them to someone that could benefit from affordable, Christian after 

school care. 

The DHS licensing visit went well. The strengths noted in the report included that the program is 

organized and structured. There is good staff that are engaged with the children. The children seem 

to enjoy and want to be at the program. Staff work well as a team and have a good relationship with 

the families that they serve. There is open communication with the parents through the use of the Pro

-Care app. Staff members were observed to have great interaction with the children. They actively 

played with the children, interacted with them at their level, providing praise and offered the children 

choices. 

Two items need to be addressed. 

1. Additional information is needed in one student file. 

2. Testing for radon needs to be completed. 

These items are being corrected. 

Our new two-year license is hanging on the bulletin board on the LifeKids wall! 

We had our last full day of programming for this school year on April 18th. 

We keep busy inside since the weather was cold, snowy, and then wet and 

muddy. The children enjoyed the egg relay race and many other games 

throughout the day. 

The gourds were finally ready to be made into bird houses. The children 

were so excited to work on this project, almost 6 months after choosing the 

gourds at the pumpkin patch.  A big LifeKids, “Thank you!” goes out to 

my husband for his help with this project! He hung the gourds from the 

rafters in our garage to dry and when they were dried, he drilled 2-inch 

holes in each gourd. There was prep work needed prior to painting the 

gourds. I hand sanded the gourds, the children scooped out the inside 

with a spoon and then shook them over the garbage. Next, they sanded 
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the hole to make it nice and smooth for the finches 

that will make these bird houses their home. The 

children had a great time painting their gourds, each 

one a unique creation! After I will finish the gourds 

by spaying on a clear coat and drilling a hole for 

leather cord lacing for hanging the children will take 

them home and wait for a finch to make it her home! 

You are Invited ... 

Support LifeKids - Feed Your Family 
LifeKids is selling Pasquale’s pizzas! 

Our goal is to sell 1000 pizzas. 

All pizzas are 12-inch & $10. Choose your favorite topping!  

Single ingredient pizzas include: 1) Sausage 2) Hamburger 

 3) Pepperoni 4) Canadian Bacon 5) 3 Cheese 

Combination pizzas include: 1) Pasquale’s Special 

 2) Sausage & Pepperoni 3) Sausage & Mushroom  4) Garlic Cheese 

Breakfast pizzas include:  1) Sausage & Bacon 2) Ham & egg 

Pizzas with chicken include: 

 1) Buffalo Chicken 2) Bacon Chicken Ranch 3) Chicken Alfredo 

Order forms are on the Fellowship tables or at the Welcome Center. Please give the order forms 

to Barb Enge or Radina Jansen at the Welcome Center. 

Orders must be placed before Wednesday, May 11, at 7:00 p.m. 

Pizza pickup will be Tuesday, May 17, at the VFW (15 E. 21st St.) from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.     

If this time does not work, please make arrangements with Radina (712-580-4316) or 

Courtney Schwartz (712-298-0417) prior to the pickup day. 

Help 
LifeKids 

finish 
strong! 
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Stewardship ... Stewards of the Month: 
Mark and Mary Speidel 

Let’s celebrate another of our wonderful couples at Faith, Mark and 

Mary Speidel, our May Stewards of the Month! As with many couples 

we write about, there are the projects and interest they’ve done apart, 

and then all the things they do together. But our stewards this month 

have done many, many projects together as you will see. 

As you all know, our gifts come from God and I believe the passions we have stem from those gifts. We 

wouldn’t be passionate about things if we weren’t good and gifted toward them. This month that 

shows with our stewards. Mark Speidel leads the Properties Team and many projects really stemming 

from his passions and wisdom of the business world coming from Speidel Flooring. He has the 

business mindset of what to do in the present and more so how to prepare for the future, and he 

didn’t leave that when retiring because that’s exactly how he's been taking care of Faith while leading 

the Properties Team.  

Mark and Mary have been able to enjoy their retirement years by visiting different places, and yet no 

matter where they are Mark still connects via Zoom for Council meetings, still works on projects no 

matter where he is, and he may be out of the state but he still takes the time to get quotes and 

maintains projects at Faith no matter what. Mark may be soft spoken, but he is a good listener, very 

kind, his dedication and commitment are second to none, and you won’t find anyone that’s easier to 

work with.  

Specifically, Mark and Mary’s handiwork is on numerous places around the church. Mark leveled the 

floor in the SON Room, laid the carpet while Mary helped, and then they even painted the SON Room. 

They both have done abundant projects outdoors including the “décor” in the corners by our front 

entry so barn swallows don’t nest on the building (and don’t dive at us anymore!), they’ve cleaned the 

accumulating dead bugs out of the outdoor light fixtures so our lights shine as bright as they can, 

and they spray the parking lot for weeds. Indoors, Mary made the curtain that covers the water 

equipment in the SON Room and she writes the minutes for the Properties Team meetings. They also 

worked with the Olesons to install the doors on the southeast storage area.  

Rev. Robert Blezard: Resurrection Reset  

Getting rid of ‘all the [clutter]’ 
And Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 

consist in the abundance of possessions.” - Luke 12 

The father of small children was commiserating about how hard it is to keep the house clean with 

energetic, active, creative kids at home.  

“What really gets to me about cleaning the house,” he said, “is all the [clutter].” 

[Clutter]. Not just the toys and stuffed animals that overflow from toy bins, under beds and closets. 

The adult stuff, too – the gadgets crowding the kitchen, the cleaning products jammed under the 

sink, the stuff crammed in the medicine cabinet, the yard junk all over the lawn, and on and on.  

The [clutter] factor comes to mind in Jesus' parable of “the rich fool” in Luke 12:17-20. The fool has 

so much stuff, he wants bigger barns to hold it all. The parable should strike a chord with us in 

America, where accumulation is such a big problem that self-storage (our “bigger barns”) is booming 

business. 

A man of few possessions, Jesus kept everything simple. He must have known how hard it is to focus 

on godly living when our lives are cluttered with stuff. Of course, Jesus’ parable talks about 
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May in Iowa. That means the end of a school year and Sunday School. The 

last day of Sunday School will be May 15. We will end the year with a Spieker 

speaker. Brittany will be joining us that day. We will also be serving up some 

ice cream for our final treat. This will also, SADLY, be our last time to sing 

with Marlee. We all wish her well but will miss her sparkling ways. 

Vacation Bible School is 

coming up FAST!!! VBS is 

scheduled for the week of 

June 20. We are mailing 

out fliers to local 

churches, will advertise in 

the Shopper and on the 

radio, on our church 

website and Facebook 

page. Watch for the 

bulletin inserts and sign 

up online before May 20! 

The theme is “Anchored in 

Hope.” Your littles won’t 

want to miss it and ... it’s 

FREE!!!!! 

Children’s Ministry News of the Month 

Rev. Robert Blezard: Resurrection Reset - continued  

Hopefully the Faith sign will be lit at the time of this newsletter thanks to Paul 

Wire helping with it. The bottom sign is in need of much repair and Properties has 

been proposing a new digital sign to replace it. 

Joe and Eli put the lights in the cross base this past month. Thanks for the help. 

A furnace issue occurred on April 15. Hanson Plumbing repaired it promptly within a few hours. 

The Properties budget is in great shape as snow removal as been at a minimum this year. 

Thanking all team members, 

Mark Speidel 

Properties Team 

possessions, but the same principle applies to the mind and heart’s clutter of ideas, loyalties and 

desires that distract us from God. 

How cluttered is your house? Your mind? Your soul?  

For the month of May, consider a house cleaning to get rid of unneeded, unnecessary stuff. And 

prayerfully consider what “clutter” may be in your mind, heart and soul as well. What needs to be 

tossed out, recycled or donated in order that your house and your spirit can focus on what’s truly 

important? That is, the things of God. 

 - Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

Aberdeen, MD, and as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org 

Monday thru 
Thursday 
June 20-23 

12:30 to 
5:00 p.m. 

Faith 
Lutheran 

For more information,  

Patty Ellsworth 

(712-260-1867) or  

Ann Lear (712-363-2454) 

Summer Day Camp 2022 - “Anchored in Hope” 
Come discover the hope we have in Jesus!! 

Registration deadline is May 20! 

Register at https://bit.ly/3KoG5Fk or 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
https://bit.ly/3KoG5Fk
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Faith Lutheran Council 

Faith 
Lutheran 
Council 
Minutes 

April 13, 
2022 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Paul Behrens at 7:00 PM. Members present were 
Pastor Ben Unseth, Greg Lear, Kevin & Heidi Skadeland, Becky Simons, Eric Tigges, Joe 
Simington, Patty Ellsworth, Kay Iverson, Pam Harris, Laura Heikens, Roger Godfredsen, Jolynne 
Eilts (via Zoom), Randy Enge (via Zoom) & Mark Speidel (via Zoom). Brittany Spieker joined 
later after Youth Group around 8:30. 

Devotions were given by Laura Heikens. The meeting was opened with prayer by Laura Heikens. 

Minutes from last month’s meeting were reviewed. Motion to approve made by Eric Tigges. Patty 
Ellsworth seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

General giving is up from last month. Team expenses are under budget so teams are doing well. 
Team reports will be going out this month so look for those in your email. Becky provided a quick 
look spreadsheet for the group to look at total income & expenses. Online giving has increased 
quite a bit and in house giving is also increasing as more people are coming to church. Motion was 
made by Patty Ellsworth to approve & seconded by Pam Harris. Motion carried. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor has started Bible study with some of the college students on Monday evenings. Meeting 
with a couple of boys on First Communion. Also assisted the Lenten speakers prepare for their 
messages. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT -  Report is in the packet. 

TEAM REPORTS 

Evangelism – we have 5-6 people waiting to join. Looking to get an orientation and/or service 
to make them members. Eric will work with Pastor on getting this in motion. 

Missions – report in the packet. 

Worship – report in the packet. 

Stewardship – put together a Trivia night team for the Hoppe benefit. 

Discipleship – inviting everyone to join the adult Bible study. They have a nice, personable 
group on Sunday mornings for this (8-15 people). 

Children’s Ministry – Patty suggested taking the kids out of church after the children’s 
message and doing Sunday school during the rest of the church service for next year’s 
Sunday school. Open for suggestions. 

*Youth Ministry – report in the packet. 

*Caring Ministries – Laura expressed her appreciation for Roger’s efforts during the Lenten 
meals.  

*Fellowship – April 6 was 108 people served. We had around 100 people on average during the 
Lenten services. The freezer is empty so looking to get that restocked if anyone would like to 
donate. Still looking for people to volunteer. 

*Music & Creative Arts – report in the packet. 

*Properties – working on the outdoor sign project – information later in the meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 1. Discussion 

  a. Current worship services – None. 

  b. Current church operations – None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Worship Director position – Gloria McKinney has been a member of our church and we 
would like to offer her a package. She would be able to start sometime in the middle of 
August. She is leaning towards moving to Spencer. She has an elementary education 
degree which will help with the children & youth. She would be the Worship Director/
Communications Assistant. We will need to discuss how to handle the summer months. 

General 
Offering  

January 1 -  
April 24, 2022  

2022 Budget: 
$389,684.00 

Year to Date: 
$118,402.93 

Thank you for 
generously giving 

in 2022! 

Next Council 

Meeting is  

May 11 

 7:00 p.m. 

In person 

and Zoom 

Council 

Members: Please 

submit your 

team reports to 

the office 

(office@faithluthe

ranspencer.com) 

by Monday, 

May 9 at 

12:00 p.m. 

(noon). 
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Council Minutes - March 13, continued 
There is the possibility of having Leah do this but we are still looking into how to fill this. Gloria has some other 
opportunities so we need to act on this now. 

a Compensation - $32,000, 10 days paid vacation 
b Technology position – may train 6 people from the congregation to handle this? 
c Budget – we have $34,000 in the budget for the Worship Director & Tech/Comm position. 
Kevin Skadeland motioned to offer Gloria the position. Seconded by Patty Ellsworth. Motion carried. 

2. SYC Fundrasier – November 19 – Special Youth Challenge is an organization that takes disabled kids hunting. They 
would like to rent our facility again this year. We charged them $400 last year. Roger made a motion to charge them 
$600 and they will receive $200 back if things are cleaned up to our satisfaction. Becky seconded. Motion carried. 

3. Sunday morning – locking the south door at 9:10 AM. This isn’t being done and for security reasons, we need to have 
this done. Paul suggested having 3-4 dedicated people that do this every Sunday. Discussed adding a “security” 
volunteer on Sundays or having the “head usher” do this. Pam suggested having Rich do this each Sunday and if he 
needs to find a replacement, he can let one of the team know.  

4. Safety deposit box – Opened this up at Fostoria. Have put the deed and abstract in there. They are making a second 
key for us for dual control. 

5. Flagfest – June 11 parade – We will make a decision on this at the May meeting. 

6. Outdoor digital sign – The sign is aging, warped, using bulbs and in need of replacement. Mark has gotten quotes for 
this from Toft’s & SMU. Jason Remillard with SMU suggested running it from the panel and was given a price of 
$11,000 from SMU to bore. The estimate to hang the sign is $2,000. The sign cost is at $23,000. We currently have 
$13,300 designated for the sign. The sign has a keyboard that we would control internally & is totally weatherproof. 
It comes with a 5-year warranty, lifetime support. It can be angled so it’s more visible to the traffic. There was 
discussion about doing a fundraiser to get the remaining money to pay for it or we can borrow the money with a line 
of credit. Paul has started a letter to the congregation regarding this project. Randy made a motion to see financially 
what we are needing/committing to if the money were to be borrowed to complete the project which he retracted after 
some discussion. We do have undesignated gifts of over $10,000 that could potentially be used for this project. Pastor 
said we should present this to the congregation as 2 separate decisions: 1) replacing the sign & 2) how do we want to 
raise the remaining money needed. Becky to look into loan options to present to the congregation. Roger said people 
will start to give as the members see progress and work being done. Motion made by Eric Tigges to take the $36,000 
sign project to the congregation on May 1 as a 2 part process along with the different options for fundraising, moving 
money and/or borrowing money. Seconded by Patty Ellsworth. Motion carried.  

7. Membership – voting vs. associate – we have approximately 388 members so we need around 98 people for a 
quorum. If we could move some of our members that no longer are coming to associate members, that could cut the 
quorum down to 60-70. There is a letter that has been drawn up to go to potential “associate members” to explain this 
transition. Members that fall into this category would be those that haven’t been to church, active in the church or 
donated in the prior year. We would then follow up with a phone call if we don’t get a response from the letter. We 
have around 15-22% of our members that fall into this category. Motion was made by Patty Ellsworth to go forward 
with this to follow the current Constitutional guidelines & send the letter to these members. Seconded by Pam Harris. 
Motion carried. 

8. City of Spencer is doing a City wide clean up day on April 22. Is there any interest? Eric said it’s short notice. Roger 
suggested putting it in the bulletin. 

9. Constitution update – Becky’s group is working on this. Becky made copies and is giving them to the council tonight 
asking for comments/additions/deletions by next Wednesday, April 20. Grayed areas are ones that have been 
changed/added by her group. Red are suggestions made by the Executive team last week. Barb Enge, Matt Essick, 
Kay Iverson & Becky have spent quite a bit of time going through this.  

Concerns and/or Celebrations  

*Eight 8th graders showed up tonight for their 1st Youth Group!! 

*$10,537 was raised for Beau & Emily Hoppe at the fundraiser last Saturday. 

Emily came home today from the hospital. 

Closing Prayer was given by Pastor  Ben. 

Adjournment – Kevin Skadeland made the motion to adjourn. Roger Godfredsen seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned at 9:05 PM.      Respectfully submitted, Jolene K. Hansen, Church Council Secretary 
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Walk Through the Bible One Chapter a Day! 
We will read one chapter a day and we will understand the whole Bible from beginning to end. We will 

read chapters that can be understood on their own. We will read chapters from the Old Testament 

that tell the story of God’s work among his people and chapters that point us to Jesus - the Messiah 

and Savior. As we read key chapters from the Old Testament, our Sunday readings will be weekly 

visits to the New Testament.  

Through the Bible in 2022 – One Chapter a Day 

Month Date Day Book Ch. Chapter Summary 

May 1 Sunday 1 Corinthians 12 Spiritual Gifts Are for the Common Good 

May 2 Monday 1 Samuel 15 God Rejects Saul as King 

May 3 Tuesday 1 Samuel 16 Samuel Anoints David as King 

May 4 Wednesday 1 Samuel 17 David Fights Goliath the Giant 

May 5 Thursday 1 Chronicles 10 Saul Dies 

May 6 Friday 2 Samuel 9 David Honors Saul's Family 

May 7 Saturday Proverbs 5 Love Your Wife - Only 

May 8 Sunday Proverbs 31 A Noble Mother 

May 9 Monday 2 Samuel 11 David Commits Adultery 

May 10 Tuesday 2 Samuel 12 Nathan Rebukes David 

May 11 Wednesday 1 Chronicles 29 David Names Solomon as King 

May 12 Thursday 1 Kings 3 Solomon Asks for Wisdom 

May 13 Friday 2 Chronicles 6 Solomon Dedicates the Temple 

May 14 Saturday 2 Chronicles 7 God Appears to Solomon 

May 15 Sunday 2 Peter 3 
The Day of the Lord Will 

Come Like a Thief 

May 16 Monday 1 Kings 11 Solomon Marries 700 Wives 

May 17 Tuesday 1 Kings 12 Northern Jews Reject King Rehoboam 

May 18 Wednesday 1 Kings 14 God Rejects King Jeroboam 

May 19 Thursday 1 Kings 18 Elijah vs the Prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel 

May 20 Friday 2 Kings 2 Elisha Succeeds Elijah 

May 21 Saturday 2 Kings 4 Elisha Raises a Boy from the Dead 

May 22 Sunday Acts 20 Paul Says Farewell and Raises the Dead 

May 23 Monday 2 Kings 5 Elisha Heals an Enemy General 

May 24 Tuesday Jonah 1 Fleeing Jonah Swallowed by Fish 

May 25 Wednesday Jonah 3 Jonah Obeys and Preaches in Nineveh 

May 26 Thursday 2 Kings 17 Assyria Conquers Northern Jews 

May 27 Friday Nahum 1 God Will Judge Nineveh 

May 28 Saturday 2 Chronicles 34 King Josiah Discovers Bible 

May 29 Sunday 2 Peter 1 
Prophets Spoke Carried Along 

by the Holy Spirit 

May 30 Monday Isaiah 1 God Calls Jerusalem to Repent 

May 31 Tuesday Isaiah 2 Isaiah Prophesies Judgment 
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 Outreach Night: For youth in 6th-12th grades | 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

$4.00 per person for food costs 

RSVP by 4:00 p.m. the Thursday before the Outreach Night 

Sunday, May 1 - Capture The Flag 

Pre-registration is required for some events. Please check their website: www.okoboji.org 

Or call 1-800-656-2654 (Okoboji Camp) or 712-867-4170 

 Instagram Youth Page: 

spencerfaithlutheranyouth 

 Facebook Youth Page: 

Faith Lutheran Church Youth 

Information and happenings 

with Faith Lutheran Youth  

can be found at ... 

The Project Tree 

While these named projects need support, please know that other teams may appreciate support as 

well. Check out the Project Tree and let God inspire you to support in a way that works for you. 

Properties Team 

 Finish top moulding office: $400 

 Sheetrock back of Worship wall: 

$3,000 - $3,500 

 Resurface North/South exterior walls to 

match front: $37,000 per side or 

$75,000 for both 

 Repaint & sandblast North/South exterior 

walls: $18,250 

 Repaint & sandblast East 

exterior wall: $11,200 

 Floor covering (hard surface or carpet): in the 

Worship area: Estimate $55,000 - $60,000 

($400 received) 

 Paint remaining duct work 

 in Worship area: $3,000 

 New digital sign - $30,000-35,000 

($13,030 received) 

 Shelves in storage area: $500 - $700 

 Repair duct work to Pastor Ben and Eric’s 

offices and General Maintenance - $5,000 

 Furnace for the SON Room - $12,500 

 

Technology Team 

 New projectors and system in 

worship area - $150,000 

($3,000 received) 

 

Youth Ministry 

 Gift Cards for meals (like Taco Bell, 

McDonalds, Burger King, any pizza 

establishment) - Typically the youth are 

coming from sporting or school activities and 

have not eaten. 

 Money for snacks for Confirmation youth 

 Cabin cost at IOLBC for a youth weekend trip 

 Paint ball costs at IOLBC 

http://www.okoboji.org
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Pastor: Ben Unseth 
pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Church Administrator: Lori Krei 
churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Stephen Ministry and Visitation Director 
Lay Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, Ruthven: 
Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 
custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship Pianist: Leah Kreutner 
leah@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Director: Lori Krei 
techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Interim Worship Director: Marlee Nicholson 
marlee@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 
office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

LifeKids Director: Radina Jansen 
director@lifekidsspencer.com 

Email us at: office@faithlutheranspencer.com 
www.faithlutheranspencer.com 

Like us on Facebook 
Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Watch us on SMU: 
Monday @ 8:30 p.m. | Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m. 

Faith Lutheran Church 

2912 Highway Blvd  

Spencer, IA 51301 

Births | Baptism: April 24 - Levi Simington | Confirmed: April 24 - Abbey Crew, Blaine Erdman, 

Olivia Harris, Zachary Kooker, Drew Piercy, Mia Schwartz, Levi Simington, Isaac Rustad, 

Ellie Spieker, Joshua Vos, Brayden Yungbluth | Deaths | Marriages | New Members 

Faith Lutheran Church - Staff 

Faith Lutheran Church - April, 2022 


