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Bountiful Blessings! 

Faith Life Together 

Blessed 
Thanksgiving! 

Fall is settling in deep around us as the world readies itself for winter. 

Trees teach us the art of letting go by relinquishing their leaves, and 

harvest reminds us of the importance of preparing for the coming months 

and years. And with Thanksgiving just around the corner, we are again 

prompted to give God thanks for all his blessings.  

Saturday, Nov. 5, marks the end of Daylight Savings Time, so make sure 

to set your clocks back an hour before heading to bed that night. 

The first Sunday this month, All Saints Sunday on Nov. 6, is a time for 

us to remember and thank God for the lives of loved ones who have gone 

to be with Him this past year, and honor the work they have done as His 

saints on earth. 

November 13 we are celebrating New Member Sunday, and that Sunday 

will also be Mission Sunday. Falls Community Church, our sister church 

from Sioux Falls, South Dakota, will be joining us in worship. Pastor 

Julius Badigo will give the message that Sunday. We are so grateful that 

we can receive new members and also connect with members from our 

sister church on the same day!  

We at Faith Lutheran would like to invite each of you and all who would 

like to join to the Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, Nov. 23, at 

6:30 p.m. We will join together in thanking God for all the blessings we 

have received.  

A few days later on Sunday, Nov. 27, we begin anticipating Christ’s birth 

as the season of Advent begins. Come join us that day as we celebrate 

the first Sunday of Advent, and then later that week on Wednesday, 

Nov. 30, as we hold our Midweek Advent services. Each of the four 

Wednesdays in Advent, we will have a service beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Come join us as we prepare for the joy of Christmas while also looking 

forward to Christ’s return one day.  

As we journey through this season together, may we each live each day in 

thankfulness as we continue preparing for the moment when we shall one 

day meet our Savior face to face. God’s blessings! 

http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
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Three Reasons to Give Thanks 
“My first day without opioids!” I never thought that I would write that sentence. 

However, I never thought that I would have a surgery and need opioid drugs for 

recovery. Three days of sitting in my easy chair. Three days 

of taking a pill when the pain cranked up. 

Health ~ This morning I woke up, and the sun was shining into the room. I felt 

ok, as long as I lay still. I realized, “Today is a gift to unwrap, and I do not need opioids to do that.” 

Very carefully, I rolled over, maneuvered my elbow just so, and heaved up to a sitting position. I 

paused a few moments, then carefully stood up and monitored my balance. Forty-five minutes later, I 

had showered, dressed and eaten. So I sat down and thought about taking a nap. 

I realized: I have enjoyed sixty years of phenomenal health. I thought about my friends who begin and 

navigate every single day with a disability or multiple disabilities. “God, teach me to be thankful for 

health and the abilities that you have given me!” 

Community ~ On Thursday, a friend from Faith Lutheran Church drove me to Lakes Regional 

Healthcare in Spirit Lake. More friends from Faith gave me supper, bed and breakfast and a ride 

home. On Saturday, another friend climbed my 25 steps to bring me beef stew. On Sunday, friends 

shared pizza with me. Today, Monday, another friend from Faith, picked me up with the Spencer 

Rides bus and took me to visit my mother at Riverview Terrace. After lunch and a long nap, I rode 

home again. 

Now it is late Monday afternoon, and the sky is gray, and the street is wet from providential rain. I 

thought about what to make for supper till I remembered: Friends from Faith Lutheran Church are 

bringing me supper. I write this from a reclining chair on loan from more Faith friends. 

One year ago, I came to Spencer alone, but Faith Lutheran Church has enveloped me with 

community. “God, thank you for this incredible community of Jesus followers that you are creating in 

our congregation!” People tend to be extra nice to me as Pastor. Please, show love to everyone as you 

do to me! Who can you stop by to visit or help with a ride or a meal? 

Addiction ~ As we picture our friends and our families, most of us love someone bound by addiction. 

Some of these loved ones needed painkillers for health problems and got tangled up with prescription 

medication. The life preserver shape-shifted into a ball and chain. Others felt a daily crush of anxiety 

and found a way to escape the pressure until the escape became a slave master. Some of our precious 

ones simply made foolish choices, which have polluted their lives. 

Today I am reminded that this could have been me. I do not like pain! I would rather detour around it 

than go through it. “God, thank you for freedom and for grace for those in the grip of addiction!” 

Sadly, the devil’s detours are expensive and destructive. Every day, God’s Good News is true for me, 

for you, and for your addicted love one: “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 

devil’s work” (1 John 3:8). Jesus offers grace and freedom to each of our precious loved ones. 

Pastor Ben Unseth 
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Happy Birthday Blessings to ... 

Nov. 1 James Johnikin 

Nov. 2 Jeffrey Franker 

 David Hopkins 

Nov. 3 Haley Eilts 

 Ann Lear 

Nov. 5 Albany Anderson 

 Laura Hamann 

Nov. 6 Justin Simcox 

Nov. 7 Sophie Behrens 

 Theone Quattlebaum 

Nov. 8 Wayne Burnham 

Nov. 9 Pam Doran 

Nov. 10 Drew Campbell 

 Cole Milbrath 

 Cierra Johnikin 

Nov. 11 Carolyn Christofferson 

 Jolynne Eilts 

 Mathew Heilman 

 Allison Piercy 

Nov. 15 Colton Christianson 

 Adam Kreutner 

Nov. 16 Norma Johnson 

Nov. 17 Karen Jacobson 

Nov. 18 Barbara Burnham 

Nov. 19 Easton Carlson 

 Gayle Simons 

Nov. 20 Roger Hanson 

Nov. 21 Hannah Milbrath 

Nov. 23 Kris Behrens 

Nov. 24 Norah Hansen 

Nov. 25 Rich Stueven 

 Brooke Erdman 

Nov. 26 Leo Wigen 

Nov. 27 Diane Jamtgaard 

 Kevin Skadeland 

Nov. 30 Colton Vreeman 

 

 

Happy Anniversary Wishes to ... 

Nov. 6 Roger & Phyllis Hanson 

Nov. 10 Aaron & Becca Stykel 

Nov. 22 Del & Lois Christman 

Nov. 24 Doug & Courtney Schwartz 

 Keith & Diane Van Kleek 

Nov. 26 Eldren & Janell Holstad 

 

November Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Women’s Bible Study: A Study of Luke 

Bible Study: 
“Living with Passion & Purpose” 

Tuesday, Nov. 8 

1:30 p.m. | SON Room 
Come and join in the discussion of the book of Luke. What earth-shattering 

announcements were made? To whom? What were the responses of those involved? 

Luke will take us from the birth of John the Baptist to the death and resurrection 

of Jesus. Come along for the journey. 

All are welcome! 
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Lutheran World Relief  

Hands-On Mission Day | Wednesday, Nov. 2 
9:00 a.m. to Noon 

The item of the month for Lutheran World Relief is dark colored bath towels 

which are used in the personal care kits. Maximum size is 27”x 52” and 

minimum size is 20”x 40”. 

This November, let’s thank God for the simple things in our lives, which we sometimes take for 

granted, like a towel, which gives us the ability to keep clean and healthy! 

Donated items can be put in the yellow Missions box near the front doors.  

Meet Your Missions: World Mission Prayer League 
The World Mission Prayer League (WMPL) is a Lutheran organization with 

headquarters in Minneapolis, MN. They are committed to know Christ, pray 

for His kingdom, and share the gospel and themselves with those who don’t 

know Him. Their passion is to evangelize the world where ever people don’t 

know Jesus as their savior. To do that, WMPL has 100 missionaries in 20 

countries around the world. WMPL is unique in the approach to raising funds 

to support these missionaries. It does not ask for funds directly or conduct 

campaigns but rather prays for God to supply the necessary means through 

individual donations to send missionaries around the world.  

In the mid-1930s, a band of students, pastors and friends gathered together to pray for the nations. 

Imagine – young people sharing their lives, their hearts, and a passion for the lost. This is exactly how 

the World Mission Prayer League began! That was then, but it is also now because prayer is what 

WMPL is about when missionaries go out into the world.  

Ask For the Nations (AFN) is WMPL’s young adult prayer community based in Minneapolis, gathering 

every week for prayer and fellowship and to participate in the Mission of God. For many young adults 

around the world, participating in the Mission of God can be described in a simple word – pray. Every 

Tuesday night college students and young adults gather together at the mission home in Minneapolis, 

committed to participate in God’s global mission through prayer. Some are nurses, others are 

studying elementary education. Some work in the inner city, others are in graduate school. They meet 

to worship, to pray for one another, and most especially, to “ask for the nations” (Ps. 2:8). Believing 

that the desire of God’s heart is for all people to live within a relationship with him, they stand in the 

gap each week for people around the world, praying passionately for the people, governments, 

struggles, and salvation of specific countries. 

This is also what your Mission Team asks of you, to pray for WMPL and the missionaries that they 

send. Of course, people being sent need resources so Faith’s Mission Team also donates part of the 

offerings from our members to this mission partner. If you would like to read more about WMPL and 

the missionaries around the world, you can access their web site at wmpl.org. Please pray for this 

mission organization or contact any Mission Team member for more information. 

https://wmpl.org
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The confusion and division permeating our society these days can take a 

toll on our mental wellness. As Christians, we may struggle with the 

anxiety of negativity, the unsettling cultural questions that obtrusively 

challenge our moral compass, or the ongoing assault on our source of 

truth, the Bible. For many who have a diagnosed mental illness, these 

stressors trigger additional symptoms of their mental health condition. 

Within our Bible-based church, we are fortunate to hear God’s word regularly which serves to guide 

us by His grace. Romans 12 tells us to “not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 

acceptable and perfect….” It may be a challenge to maintain a positive spirit of goodwill and peace in 
these times but we can do it with God’s help. 

When we experience mental distress, it’s important to remember the coping skills we have been given 

to bring us to a better way of thinking. Our thought lives directly affect our behavior. God gives us the 

ability to reimagine and retrain our “stinkin’ thinkin’” to claim the joy He has given us. We must 

remember “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak 

on His own authority, whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are 

to come.” John 16:13 

If you are in need of some skill-building that will improve your perspective on life and living, please 

consider reaching out to Restoration Ministries or another local counseling service. God wants us to 

enjoy our life and live abundantly. Please take that step toward God’s grace and healing. 

To God be the Glory! 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity Food Pantry 

is in need of items for our community. 
Spaghettios, Boxed Potatoes 

and Spaghetti Sauce 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity 

TEAM Restoration Ministries 

TEAM Restoration Ministries has a God-driven commitment and passion for 

facilitating the healing and strengthening of marriages, families and individuals 

through the blood of Jesus and the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. 

TEAM Restoration Ministries offers many different types of mental 

health counseling for children, adolescents and adults. 

Erika Adolph, a counselor with TEAM Restoration Ministries, is working out of Faith. 

For more information about TEAM Restoration Ministries or to schedule 

an appointment, please call 515-238-9010 or www.team-restoration.org 

Mission Emphasis: Mental Health Conditions 

Candlelight Service of Remembrance 
Warner Funeral Home, Avera @ Home of Spencer Hospital, Abben Cancer 

Center and area churches are sponsoring a Candlelight Service of 

Remembrance  for anyone who has experienced the death of a loved one. 

Monday, Nov. 28 | 6:30 p.m. 
Foundation Church | 1410 West 18th St., Spencer 

http://www.team-restoration.org
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Gloria McKenney 

Worship and Communications Director 

“The time is now / Come church arise / Love with His hands / See with His eyes / Bind it 

around you / Let it never leave you / And they will know us by our love” 

 - Christy Nockels, ‘By Our Love’ 

“Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is your brother Abel?’   

‘I don’t know,’ he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?’” - Genesis 4:9 

God intended us to live in communion, not only with Him, but also with each other. You have 

likely heard the phrase ‘We are the body of Christ’ − evidence that our existence is not meant 

to be solitary. We all belong to Christ, and to each other. This fundamental need for kinship 

is part of God’s integral design, hearkening back to the very beginning of humanity. Creation 

wasn’t complete until God created a family − Adam and Eve at first, and later also their 

children. The common thread woven through the fabric of each family is a sense of care − 

intentionally looking out for the best interest of each other. Cain, out of jealousy, broke that 

strand of connection when he murdered his brother Abel. God asked Cain the rhetorical 

question, “Where is your brother?” − because, of course, God knew exactly where Abel was 

and what Cain had done, but God wasn’t asking about Abel’s location. Rather, He was 

holding Cain responsible for his bond to his family. Cain’s response − “Am I my brother’s 

keeper” − revealed that Cain knew that he had crossed a line and broken his sacred 

relationship with his family but was unwilling to admit his fault. In doing so, Cain denied 

God as the founder of familial love, and so began the rift of broken and hurt relationships 

that perpetuates into today. 

Christ came as a response to the hurt and pain of sin in our world − to restore and repair our 

relationship with God and each other. This demonstrates why the body of Christ is so 

fundamental to God’s restoration plan − it is a picture of how God intended the world to be, 

where we support, love, and encourage each other and meet each other’s needs. As part of 

the body of Christ, we are duty-bound not only to fellow believers, but also to the rest of the 

hurting world around us. As you go about your daily routine, keep love at the forefront and 

intentionally seek to care for fellow siblings in Christ and potential future members of God’s 

family. You’ll find living in rhythm with God’s grand design will bring blessings all around. 

New Church Office Hours 
Beginning Tuesday, November 1, church office hours are changing. 

At the October 12th Council meeting, Council decided 

to change the hours to: 

 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  
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St. John’s Lutheran Church of Depew is celebrating 

150 years and they are inviting Faith Lutheran to be a part 

of the festivities! 

Sunday, Nov. 6 | 9:00 a.m. Food and fellowship 

10:30 a.m. Worship 

Noon: Catered meal in the Parish Hall 

Pastor Lee Laaveg will give the message and Denise Laaveg will play special music. 

If you plan to attend, please contact St. John’s Congregational President, 

Tim Naig at 712-298-0986 or tjnaig@ncn.net 

Directions to St. John’s 

• Take Highway 18 East past Cylinder 

• Take a left at 530th Ave. 

• Take a left at 320th St. 

• St. John’s is on the right side of the road. 

Saint John’s Invites Faith Lutheran to Celebration 

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, 

please direct it to the Prayer Team Leaders  

Linda and Dave Susie at djslrs74@yahoo.com or 

Doreen Scribner at doreenscribner@outlook.com 

If you would like to be included on Sunday’s Prayers of the Church, 

please contact the church office at 712-580-4316 or 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com  

Lift Up in Prayer… 

• As we approach Thanksgiving, ask God to cultivate thanksgiving in your heart. 

• Pray for Nicki Lange, our new Finance Coordinator & Church Administrator. 

• Pray for our Nominating Team as they talk to God, to each other, and to church members 

about serving. 

• Pray for discernment in joining a Small Group. 

• Pray for wisdom as we prepare to vote on Election Day. 

• Pray for those who are praying for discernment about joining our congregation.  

• Healing for Tracy Bengtson, Carolyn Christofferson, Dawn White, Jim Spieker, Drew Stuhrenberg 

and all those we name in our hearts. 

• Comfort for the families of Sharon Woodford, Steve Zitterich, Wayne Wilcoxon, Bernard Fairchild, 

Ruth Ann Vail, Ken Ricklefs, Connie Sorbe, and Joe Froiland. 

 

Reasons for Praise! 

• Thanks for our new staff members: Gloria McKenney, Jacob Weeks and Nicki Lange. 

• Thanks for full-to-the-brim enrollment with LifeKids. 

• Thanks for God’s guidance in recruiting new staff members. 

Prayer and Praise Corner 

mailto:djslrs74@yahoo.com
mailto:doreenscribner@outlook.com
mailto:office@faithlutheranspencer.com
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www.lifekidsspencer.com 

LifeKids Director Radina Jansen 

October Highlights! 

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. ~ Romans 8:28 

The last month and a half has been a journey of many twists and turns. My 

son, Drew, his wife, Brenna, and their 2 ½ yr. old son, Luka, had gone to 

Wisconsin for vacation on Sept. 12. Drew went into the hospital on Sept. 13th 

in Baraboo. The afternoon of Sept. 15th he was transferred to St. Mary’s 

hospital in Madison. At 6:15 a.m. on Sept. 16th he tested positive for flesh 

eating bacteria. He was rushed into surgery as his condition was limb and life 

threatening. After the surgery we were told he would die. His fever was over 

105. All his organs were failing. With many more ups and downs and lots of 

people praying, Drew was released from the hospital on October 6th. The 

surgeons were able to save his arm. Donor skin was taken from both of his thighs to graft onto his 

arm. His fingers, wrist, and elbow as well as the top side of his arm from his wrist to his elbow and 

the bottom side of his arm from his elbow to his armpit are affected. He has outpatient occupational 

therapy 3 days a week. I am grateful to all who prayed for Drew during this uncertain journey. I’m 

grateful to the parents of the LifeKids for making other arrangements for childcare so I was able to 

be with my son and daughter-in-law. I thank God every day that my son’s life was spared. I’ve 

included a picture of my first visit with Drew after he was home.  

 

Emily Campbell was hired in September to help at LifeKids on 

Mondays and Wednesdays. Emily is a senior at Spencer High School. 

Her interests include making crafts, sewing, and painting on canvas. 

She plans to take a gap year after graduation to work locally and 

save money for college. She wants to attend college out of state, 

major in computer science and then work and live in a large city. 

I am grateful for Emily’s help. She works well with the children and 

jumps in where needed! In the picture, Emily is helping during 

pumpkin painting. A big LifeKids, “Thank you!” goes out to Kevin 

and Heidi Skadeland for donating pumpkins for all the LifeKids 

children.  

 

The LifeKids are blessed to have Gloria 

McKenney, worship director, teaching them 

songs on Wednesdays. Gloria sings and plays 

the guitar as the children sing and do actions to 

fun engaging songs. It’s great to see the 

children praising God through song. A big 

LifeKids, “Thank you!” goes out to Gloria for 

sharing her talents with the LifeKids 
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Highlights from October’s LifeKids activities! 

Left: Hiding 
painted rocks at 
Deerfield Park. 
 
 
 
Right: Fishing at 
Scharnberg Park 

Left: Pour painting 
rocks. 
 
 
 

Right: Hiding 
painted rocks in 
East Leach Park. 

Left: Field trip to 
Little Sioux 
Apple Orchard. 
 
 
Right: Playing at 

Little Sioux 
Apple Orchard. 

Support LifeKids and Feed the Family! 
LifeKids is selling Pasquale’s pizzas! 

Proceeds from this fundraiser pay for field trips, snacks and supplies for craft 

projects. Order forms are available on the Fellowship tables, at the 

 Welcome Center or at the Church Office. Please give the order form and 

check or cash to Radina Jansen or the Church Office. 

Orders must be placed before Thursday, Nov. 3, at 5:30 p.m. 

Pick up your pizzas on Tuesday, Nov. 8, at McCreary’s Creative Catering, 

1900 Grand Ave. (Northgate Mall − Use outside entry #4 − south side of building) 

from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. If this time does not work, please make arrangements with Radina by 

calling 712-580-4316 or email her at director@lifekidsspencer.com. 

Thank you for helping LifeKids grow young witnesses for Jesus! 
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Faith Lutheran Church Photo Directory 

Won’t you consider 
sending us a photo to 
share in a new 
directory. 

Please keep in mind: 

1.The size of the group 
in the picture you want 
to send. Someone may 
get cut off. 

2.Keep the group close 
yet giving a bit of 
space to get individual 
head shots. 

3.You can send an 
updated photo at any 
time! 

Use the online form at  

https://bit.ly/3Nbqs6d 

 or use the QR code 
below to upload your 
picture. We’ll add it to 
your Simple Church 

Size received by the office 

How individual members will show in their individual 

 Actual size of how the 
family will show in the 

directory & family 
records. 

If you need help, please 
contact the church office at 

712-580-4316 or email: 
office@faithlutheranspencer.co

Take Note!! 
Faith Lutheran Church has a  

New Mailing Address 

Please note the mailing 

address for 

Faith Lutheran is 
P.O. Box 1322 

Spencer, Iowa 51301 

“Thank You, Faith Lutheran!” 

From August 2 through October 4, Lutheran Services 

of Iowa (LSI) conducted a foster parenting class in 

the Discipleship Room. They appreciated the use of 

our building! 

WAYS 

to 

GIVE 

at 

Faith 

Mail−In 
Mail your offering: 

Faith Lutheran, P.O. Box 1322, 
Spencer, IA 51301 

Online 
Giving 

Go to: http://bit.ly/33RXUbH  

and please follow instructions! 

 Text “give” to 

712-214-4317. 

You will receive a link 

 For the first time, click “sign in” 

 Click “register for an account” – 

follow prompts to receive your 

secure PIN 

 Select the fund where you want 

your donation to go – enter the 

donation amount – enter payment 

information 

 Tap “save payment” to use for 

future gifts 

Text Giving 

https://bit.ly/3Nbqs6d
mailto:office@faithlutheranspencer.com
https://www.simplechurchgiving.net/App/Giving/fait2912198
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Reverse Advent Calendar 

A Reverse Advent Calendar! That must be a misprint! No, it’s not. A Reverse Advent Calendar is a 

project that Faith Lutheran’s Missions Team is planning for our Faith family. This is a fun project 

where anyone who wishes can take part. 

So, beginning December 1 through December 24, each person, group or family who decide to do this, 

will put a non-perishable food item in a container. That will be 24 food items all together (no home-

canned products, please, due to health and safety concerns). You may choose to collect the food items 

day by day and bring them to church once a week. Or, you may choose to collect all 24 items before 

you bring them in, whatever works best for you. There will be a special area for the food items on the 

north side of the worship area by a Christmas tree. 

We will give these food items to the Upper Des Moines Opportunity and Grand Avenue Community 

Outreach food pantries. And, if there is someone in our Faith family that could use some of these food 

items, we would be very happy to share them with you. 

We encourage you to take part in our Reverse Advent Calendar if this works for you. It will be one of 

Faith’s ways to share God’s love to our community this Advent season. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please call Alice Nielsen at 712-363-1380. Thanks for being a 

part of our Reverse Advent Calendar! Here is a possible list you can use or choose your own items! 

Alice Nielsen – Mission Team member 

December 1 Box of cereal 

December 2 Peanut butter 

December 3 Jelly 

December 4 Boxed potatoes 

December 5 Macaroni & Cheese 

December 6 Canned fruit 

December 7 Canned tomatoes 

December 8 Canned tuna 

December 9 Cake mix 

December 10 Canned frosting 

December 11 Pancake mix 

December 12 Syrup 

December 13 Canned beans 

December 14 Box of crackers 

December 15 Package of rice 

December 16 Package of oatmeal 

December 17 Package of pasta 

December 18 Pasta sauce 

December 19 Chicken noodle soup 

December 20 Canned corn 

December 21 Canned green beans 

December 22 Catsup 

December 23 Box of instant pudding 

December 24 Box of hot chocolate mix 
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OVER 40! Over forty kids we have taking over Faith Lutheran every Wednesday evening! Please take a 

second and give God the glory for providing this many kids to our program and opening their hearts 

to learn more about him! How incredibly amazing is that!!! God has surely blessed us with such a 

great group of confirmands and high schoolers!  

Walking into church on Wednesday night is one of the highlights of my week. Listening to the worship 

team practicing, kids burning energy in the basketball court, being welcomed by screaming 8th grade 

girls yelling “Hi Britt!” It feeds my soul. Watching as Joe and Rachel corral the confirmation kids into 

the son room to start the night off, it gives me hope, it gives us promise and it’s our future. As I have 

watched and prayed for Joe and Rachel to develop this confirmation program, I can’t stop but be so 

grateful for such amazing servants to invest so much heart into these kids. Of course, this has taken 

up a ton of their time, but truly it’s their hearts that they have invested the most. They don’t want 

recognition, they want outcomes, they want impact, reliance and guidance. It is God driven. My 

personal favorite part of their program is their mentor mentee model that they use. The relationships 

that come out of this are impactful, they are so special and they are lifelong. There is something so 

incredibly special about having your brothers and sisters in Christ pour into your kids.  

This past weekend I attended a Women’s Day Away conference that a special sister in Christ spoke at. 

She challenged us with question: Who has invested in your life to help you become who you are? 

I had a flood of people come to mind, my parents, Justin, Ellie and Noah, my sisters and brothers in 

Christ. But then God popped this image of Rita Hessenius, and Tim Obermeier in my head … my 

youth group leaders. I kept thinking, what is something they taught me? What devotional did we do? I 

couldn’t remember anything specifically like that, but I remembered how they made me feel. Heard, 

loved, special, promising. They made me feel that I had a purpose and they believed in me. They 

invested their time into an energetic, loud, dramatic (I know you are all surprised) but God driven girl. 

I would like to say their investment paid off.  

If God is tugging at your heart strings to be involved in the youth, please do not hesitate to reach out 

to myself, Joe or Rachel, I promise it will be the most rewarding gift God will bless you with!  

I pray God guides all of this to fulfill his will. These youth are our future, they are the church, they 

are the hands and feet of God and it is up to us to build them up, fill them with this word and make 

them leaders to continue to spread Gods love.  

Hebrews 10:19-23 – (NIV) – “A Call to Persevere in Faith: 19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we 

have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened 

for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our 

hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 
23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.” 

Give ’em Jesus! 

 

Youth Ministry - Brittany Spieker 
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Pictured Right: This cross picture was taken by 

Corbin Maaland, who is in 8th grade. She noticed it 

hanging in a tree where her vehicle was parked. 
Please continue to pray that God helps our students 

use their gifts and also that He helps them see Him 

in all of their lives. 

Pictures of the Faith Lutheran Youth Group 
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As we wrap up our Staff Spotlight in this month of November, we have plenty to be 

thankful for, especially our staff and these three new comers that are already 

blessing us in ways we never anticipated!  

Gloria McKenney is our full-time Worship and Communications Director and has a 

position that’s two-fold. On the worship side she plans and leads music for every 

Sunday service while coordinating Wednesday rehearsals. She also leads music for 

the Sunday School kiddos, directs the pop-up choir, and handles the Children’s 

Christmas program. On the communications side of the position, Gloria oversees 

most forms of communication both within the church (such as this newsletter!) and 

outside the church with various advertisements or social media. Her favorite part of 

the position so far, since she’s only been our employee for 2 months and there are parts of her position 

that she hasn’t been able to experience yet, is the time she gets to spend with the kids making music. 

Whether she is practicing the Christmas program, teaching the LifeKids “Days of Elijah” or inviting kids 

up for the occasional Noisy Band, it makes her heart sing to see the younger generations praising God 

and having FUN! 

Gloria is the oldest of 6 kids. Some of you may remember her parents, Troy and Kim, or even remember 

her red-headed brothers running around the church. Since they’ve moved out to the Black Hills of 

South Dakota a few years ago, their newest adventure as a family is enjoying the various hiking trails. 

They also enjoy playing games when everyone is home, such as 5 Crown or Pinochle. But in getting to 

know just Gloria, she would sum up her life in six simple words by saying, “I love Jesus, kids and cats.” 

She recently graduated from Augustana University in 2021 with an Elementary Education degree. 

Although she’s not currently in the teaching field, she loves that her job intersects her love for Jesus 

with her love for kids; the best of both worlds! As for cats, that love is plastered all over her apartment 

walls with photos and posters, while the real queen of her dwelling is her beautiful Siamese cat, 

Jasmine. 

If you ever have some time that needs to be filled (maybe while we’re counting a vote at a congregational 

meeting?), Gloria’s hidden talent is being able to generate a story on the spot based on kid’s requests. It 

could be a spooky scary story based on dragons and Legos, or a romantic story of a bumble bee who 

wants to be pink instead of yellow. No matter the topic, Gloria will have you covered … though it might 

not have a deep plot or make much sense, it will keep kiddos (and kids at heart) entertained. More so, 

Gloria enjoys puzzles, books, staying cozy & warm, and is trying to convince herself that she likes 

running. She may even sign herself up for a half marathon in June. When asked about any other 

hobbies, she would add eating chocolate (if that could be considered a hobby!!) and experimenting with 

gluten free dessert recipes. Granted, those last two hobbies may not jive well with a half marathon, but 

it’s still a part of Gloria that we can learn about! 

When asked where God has been evident at Faith lately, Gloria said, “Some days when I plan music, it 

feels like nothing really goes well with the sermon. But there have been a handful of times where I’ve sat 

down to plan my music, and God handpicked each of the songs as they fell into place faster than they 

could have on my own. After the service, it’s cool to hear how God used that particular song to speak to 

someone’s heart or remind them of a truth God has for them. It’s just a reminder for me that I can’t do 

this job on my own – it’s really God doing the work, and I’m just putting it together!”  

Gloria wants to thank everyone for being so welcoming and supportive as she’s transitioned into 

this position at Faith, but Gloria we want to thank you for taking this position. Thank you for being 

a vehicle that God is using to lead us in worship, to teach our kiddos about Jesus using amazing songs 

that they sing all week long, and a wonderful steward of music and communication. Gloria, 

you are one faithful disciple of Christ and we couldn’t be more excited to see how God uses you amongst 

us. Well done, good and faithful servant, for saying “yes” to the call God has for you at 

Faith. Blessings always! 

Stewardship ... Staff Spotlight: 
Gloria McKenney, Nicki Lange & Jacob Weeks 
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Our newest staff person is Nicki Lange, Church Administrator and Finance 

Coordinator. Nicki will assist in scheduling events, facilitate communication between 

teams, organize council reports, process weekly giving, pay invoices and payroll, 

maintain Simple Church member database and other financial reports. So far, Nicki 

really loves working with our people who are all so kind and friendly! 

Nicki and her husband Justin live on a small acreage 10 minutes south of town. They 

have 3 daughters who keep them on the go: Haleigh is 9, Nora just turned 8 and Emma 

is 5. When they have some free time, you’ll find them outdoors fishing, hiking, biking, 

swimming, or at any playground in the surrounding area! Personally, Nicki really 

enjoys being a busy mom.  

One fun fact about Nicki is her family has a diner during the Clay County Fair where they sell homemade 

pies, so she can whip out a pie pretty quickly. During her free time, Nicki loves being crafty, whether 

making signs or shirts or anything in between.  

Finally, Nicki wants us to know that she puts her heart in everything she does and she will do the best 

job she can possibly do for Faith. We don’t have any doubts about that, Nicki, so thank you for accepting 

God’s call to work with and for our congregation. May everything go smoothly as we transition from Lori’s 

work and talents to yours. May your stewardship of this new position be a blessing to us all, but mostly 

to God who’s blessed us with everything you have to offer. 

Well done, Nicki, a good and faithful servant of Christ who’s now blessing us as well! Blessings to you and 

your family! 

Last, but certainly not least, is our Technology Coordinator, Jacob Weeks, who has 

served us so well these last two months. Jacob organizes volunteers and oversees all 

that happens in the tech booth, specifically on Sunday mornings, but also at rehearsals 

on Wednesday nights while coving other duties he has. In addition to the sound booth, 

Jacob also manages the IT needs of our staff, so if it involves computers or technology 

Jacob is involved. 

When enquiring what he likes most in his new position with us, Jacob enjoys the 

community of faith and how great it is to work with everyone. He stated, “I have also 

enjoyed the chance to step into a new role with a fresh set of eyes and ideas, and do it 

along with several other people that have a fresh perspective. Not to change things, but 

to bring new ideas or experiences from elsewhere. I already have a few fun tech project ideas in my head.” 

We can’t wait to see what ideas you have for us at Faith, Jacob! 

On a more personal level, Jacob graduated from LeTourneau University in 2016 with a degree in Missions 

Aviation. He also received his commercial pilot certificate and aircraft maintenance license. He has spent 

the years since then working as an aircraft mechanic on both airliners and private piston aircraft. Jacob’s 

long term ministry desire is to be a missionary pilot serving missionaries and translators in remote areas.  

So far, we have only seen Jacob behind the buttons serving in our tech booth, but Jacob has spent plenty 

of time on the other side … on the stage. Between high school and community theater, he has been on 

stage for 7 different musicals, most recently in “Mamma Mia” for the Tulip Fest night show in Orange 

City. Jacob also plays French Horn and often joined the brass praise team at his previous church. 

Beyond that, Jacob is completely into training and competing in triathlons during the summer. When 

time and money allow, you can find him up in the air getting some flying time in. 

Jacob has seen God at work at Faith simply in how servant hearted everyone at Faith is. “There are so 

many people willing to give their time to help others, especially seeing the number of volunteers that work 

with the youth passing their faith along to the next generation,” stated Jacob. 

Well Jacob, these hidden talents will need to come out soon. So please get things set in the tech booth 

and get on stage to share a few of these other things God has blessed you with! Even if that doesn’t get to 

happen very soon, we really enjoy having you part of our staff. Well done, good and faithful servant, for 

accepting the call to our tech needs and leaning on God for all you do. Blessings now and always! 

Stewardship ... Staff Spotlight –  continued  
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A Budget is a Statement of Faith 
by Rev. Robert Blezard 

Amazon Shoppers ... Consider Supporting Faith! 
Faith Lutheran has always made a point to shop local whenever possible and encourages all church 

members to do the same. We take pride in our community and want to support our businesses! 

Still, there are times when we look to online vendors like Amazon for particular items. If you are an 

Amazon shopper, please consider supporting Faith Lutheran. 

 Log on to smile.amazon.com using your current login information. 

 Choose a charity to support – Faith Lutheran Spencer 

 Shop as normal.  

 Up to 0.5% of each qualified purchase is sent to Faith! 

What does your church’s annual budget represent? Is it a proud menu of the hopes, dreams and 

missionary ministries your congregation wants to accomplish in the year to come? Or is it a life-

support prescription for how the congregation expects to pay the staff, keep the lights burning, the 

staff paid, and property maintained? 

In a workshop when she was stewardship officer for the Episcopal Church, the late Terry Parsons 

gave this “Devil’s Dictionary” definition of a church budget: “It is the means by which we notify the 

Lord of the limitations we intend to impose on his gifts for the coming year.” 

If we view the budget - and present it to our congregations - as an administrative necessity to ensure 

proper financial management, then we shouldn’t be surprised to wind up with bare-bones measures 

that are grudgingly funded. If funded at all. But if we present the budget to our congregations as 

opportunities to invest in the Reign of God and stretch ourselves to see how much we can do with 

even the nickels and dimes God has given us, then the possibilities increase. 

In the end, a budget is a statement about how a congregation views the future. Do your people trust 

that ours is the God of abundance who rewards faithful stewards and will stand behind servants 

who proclaim the Reign of God? If an outsider looked at your budget, what would he or she conclude 

about your congregation’s faith? And what would be a “God’s Dictionary” definition of a church 

budget? How about, “It is the means by which we make the most of the abundance the Lord is 

giving us.” Hmmm. That will look nice on the cover of the annual report. 

 − Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2016, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 

He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

Via de Cristo … What is that? 
A Spanish phrase meaning "Way of Christ," Via de Cristo weekend is three days, beginning on 

Thursday evening and ending the following Sunday evening. Pilgrims live, study, worship and dine 

together. Fourteen talks are given, nine by lay people and five by clergy. Following each talk, small 

round table discussions focus on the main points of the talk and a poster is done. Via de Cristo 

gives those attending a living understanding of basic Christian truths. There is music and singing, 

food and fellowship, a time for laughter and for prayer. 

For more information, please talk to Justin or Brittany Spieker, Patty Ellsworth or Joe Simington. 

Men's Via de Cristo is January 12 @ 7:00 p.m. to January 15 @ 4:00 p.m. 

Women's Via de Cristo is January 19 @ 7:00 p.m. to January 22 @ 4:00 p.m. 

Please send Pilgrim Applications to: Cryss Quanbeck, 2404 Lakeside Ave., Milford, IA 51351 

cryssq@yahoo.com | 612/570-0518 

Download an application at 2023 Via de CristoPilgrim Application.pdf 

http://smile.amazon.com
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
mailto:cryssq@yahoo.com
http://www.iowavdc.com/sites/default/files/2023%20Via%20de%20Cristo%20Pilgrim%20Application_0.pdf
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Sunday School is in full swing!! I’m happy to report that all is going smoothly with 

Sunday School this fall. We had 20 children within the 3 classrooms on the first week. 

Our goal this year is to be teaching the books of the Bible, starting with Genesis. Each 

room is taking their own approach and it all seems to be going well. The schedule we 

are hoping to keep is as soon as church is over, music with Gloria on the rug will be 

10 minutes and then into the classroom. Hopefully, the kids will be out shortly after 

11:00 a.m. It will be a short fall session in the classrooms, with practices beginning 

October 30th for the Christmas program.  

We could use some help with costumes and props, once we know which children will play which part 

in the Christmas program. Here is a list that some of you might think about to either donate or lend 

to us: 

A superhero costume with a large letter G on front At least 3 cowboy/cowgirl costumes  

At least 2 cheerleader costumes At least 2 pirate costumes 

Traditional costumes for Mary and Joseph Soldier (optional) 

Sailor (optional) Prince/Princess (optional) 

Clown (optional) Dancer (optional) 

Stick horse (ideally one for each of the magi/cowboys) Football player (optional) 

Pompoms (enough for each angel/cheerleader) Stuffed fox 

Doll w/blanket (baby Jesus) Blankie 

If you happen to have any of the above, please let myself or Gloria know and we will make 

arrangements to get them and label them if you need them back.  

Thank you so much, Faith family! Your generosity and interest in investing in the Kingdom is greatly 

appreciated! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patty Ellsworth 

Children’s Ministry News of the Month 

… is arranged by David T. 

Clydesdale and created by 

Celeste Clydesdale.  

An Out-of-the-Box Christmas 

will spark the imagination 

with the creativity and child-like faith. When boxes show up at a 

dress rehearsal with all the wrong costumes, the kids have no 

other choice than to think out of the box. Encourage kids and 

adults alike to share the good news of Jesus Christ with 

An Out-of-the-Box Christmas! 

Acts: 

Places Everyone! 

This is Bizarre! This is Berzerk! 

Giddy-Up 

A Super-Duper Hero of the Faith 

Are You Ready for Some Good News? 

Yo-Ho-Ho and Away We Go! 

A Christmas Love Song 

A Night to Remember with Are you Ready for 

 Some Good News? 

Are You Ready for Some Good News?  
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Congregational Forum − October 9, 2022 
Congregational Forum − Faith Lutheran Church – October 9, 2022 

Leadership Retreat & Nominating Team Update 

Paul called the meeting to order at 10:16 AM. 

Lavonne Clark, Larry Wigen, Larry Peterson, Barb Solberg, & Stephanie Essick are on the Nominating 

team and will be calling on people to fill some vacancies. There are openings in Discipleship, Music & 

Creative Arts, Properties, Youth Ministry, Finance (this would include the Treasurer’s position as well 

pending passing of the Constitution), & Leadership Support. A few of the terms of these positions will 

need to be adjusted due to COVID. 

Pastor Ben spoke to the group about the Affirmation of Faith being used during services. We use the 

Apostle’s Creed currently. The three most commonly used are the Nicene Creed, Athanasian Creed & 

Apostle’s Creed. Pastor also talked about the use of robes and altar & candles during the service and 

that these are permitted but not required per Martin Luther. Worship elements that are essential: 

read from the Bible, preach the Good News, pray & sing as well as Communion. Pastor state that the 

priorities in planning a service are to be in the interest of the young and those that are still becoming 

Christians or need strengthened in their faith. Some Sundays we have been using the explanation of 

the Apostle’s Creed as found in Luther’s Small Catechism. Pastor is wanting to use different 

Affirmations to get people to stop and think about what they are saying and confirming what they 

believe. Pastor has compiled an Affirmation based on several Bible verses as well as some statements 

that address some of the things that society is trying to tell us. Pastor just wanted us to know why he 

is encouraging the use of different Affirmations of Faith and get the Congregation’s feedback. Opened 

for questions and there were none at the time. 

Lori is retiring at the end of this month & with that, we realized that we can’t find one person to do 

everything that she does. The Council decided to break the position apart. Jacob Weeks is the Tech 

Coordinator, Gloria McKenney is doing Worship and Communications & we just hired Nicki Lange as 

our Finance Coordinator. Gloria has grown up in Spencer and in this Church. She went to Augustana, 

graduated with her degree in Elementary Ed & has been at camp as a YMT. She is our Worship 

(replaced Marlee) & Communications Coordinator (taking over from Lori). Jacob is originally from 

Humboldt. Moved to Illinois and was in east Texas for college getting his degree as a pilot/mechanic. 

Recently, he was working at Camp as a YMT and will now be our Technology Coordinator. If anyone is 

interested in volunteering in the tech booth, please let him know and he will be happy to train. Cheryl 

will continue in her duties but want everyone to know the new faces and their positions. 

Question was asked about the Apostle’s Creed and whether it was always going to be in the service or 

not. Pastor’s thought would be that we use that around half of the time. Pastor stated that he still 

wants our kids to continue to learn and use the Apostle’s Creed – it will not be replaced with these 

other Affirmations of Faith. 

Question was asked about the administrative portion of Lori’s job and if we are still looking for 

someone for that. We do have someone in mind for that and working on it. These positions are not all 

full time positions. 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:47 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jolene K. Hansen, Church Council Secretary 
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Faith Lutheran Council Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order by Paul Behrens at 7:00 PM. 

Members present were: Greg Lear, Laura Heikens, Kay Iversen, Pam 

Harris, Brett & Jolynne Eilts, Patty Ellsworth, Roger Godfredsen, Randy 

Enge, Paul Behrens, Pastor Ben Unseth, Heidi Skadeland (via Zoom), Eric 

Tigges (via Zoom) & Mark Speidel (via Zoom). Brittany Spieker showed up 

after Youth Group was done at 8 PM. 

Devotions were given by Brett Eilts. The meeting was opened with prayer 

also by Brett. 

Minutes from last month’s meeting were reviewed. Motion to approve 

made by Jolynne. Patty seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Becky Simons) – Becky is not here to give a 

review but members reviewed the attached reports. Paul stated the 

numbers for September were down slightly which is typical. Team 

expenses were less than expected. Paul noted some things that he felt 

needed some input from Becky so he suggested that we wait to vote on 

this. 

PASTOR BEN’S REPORT – He has been doing Bible study with some 

young college students. In September, we had 3 funerals. Waiting for new 

members’ paperwork & hoping to have them join in November. Working 

on putting together small group leaders & hosts. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Paul Behrens) – Nothing to add to the report. 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

 Evangelism (Eric Tigges) – Nothing to add to the report. 

 Stewardship (Skadelands) – Nothing to add to the report. 

 Discipleship (Randy Enge) – Nothing to add to the report. 

 Children’s Ministry (Patty Ellsworth) – Down payment was given 

to the Camp for VBS. 

 Youth Ministry (Brittany Spieker) – The youth group has tripled 

in size. Currently have 17-23 kids coming. Looking for more adults 

to help with this as well as help with activities. 

 Caring Ministries (Laura Heikens) – Held a Caregiver’s class thru 

ISU with 10 people in attendance. Going to see if there is an 

interest in having a 6-week class in January. 

 Fellowship (Godfredsens) – Roger asked that if you use the kitchen 

to make sure you clean it up and keep the doors closed. 

 Music & Creative Arts (Eilts) – Nothing to add to the report. 

 Properties (Mark Speidel) – Mark has a sign update – November 3 

is the ship date & to arrive in Sioux City a few days later. Hoping 

that we will have it between the 6th-10th of November. Rep has 

been working with Gloria on the content/instructions/set up. 

October 12, 

2022 

Council 

Meeting 

Minutes 
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Council Minutes - October 12, continued 

 Technology (Kay Iversen) – Nothing to add to the report. 

OLD BUISINESS 

1. Discussion 

 a. Current worship services – None. 

 b. Current church operations – None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Tim Tebow Special Prom – Trinity Lutheran Church is hosting a 

night for HS students and adults with special needs. They are in 

search of a venue for this event & prefer to have it at a church. 

Members present were in support of helping with this event and 

offering our church to hold the event. 

2. Leadership Retreat – looking at November 6 after Sunday school. 

This is for the new Council members/nominees and their teams. 

It’s a time to review/establish their budgets & go over the duties 

and goals for the coming year. Suggestion was made to get 

someone from LCMC to speak to the group to address best 

practices to the teams. Will get pizza for the retreat. 

3. Lori Krei departure – Lori would like it to be very low-key on the 

30th. Laura is taking care of cake & ice cream. Brittany/Pam is 

taking care of the gift. 

4. Pianist honorarium – We are paying $75/Sunday for a fill-in 

pianist (this includes the Wednesday night rehearsal). Leah’s wage 

would remain the same. Randy motioned to approve that cost and 

Laura seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

5. OSI Fundraising – Spaghetti supper/trivia night was as well 

attended as they had planned. Postponing the trip until July 

2023. The need for help in Mexico City is great but so is COVID 

right now. One bag of food for a family runs $20; a present for a 

kid is around $10. Would like to challenge every family at Faith to 

donate $30 to this cause. We would need to have the funds to OSI 

before the end of November. We raised around $2,000 from the 

Spaghetti feed and would like to see that doubled. Eric is willing to 

talk to the congregation a few Sundays prior to the service to 

present the challenge. Thinking of setting up a table in the back 

with their mission team to collect the funds. Eric to get with 

Pastor to determine the Sundays to do this. 

6. Check signers 

7. Add Nicki Lange– Motion was made by Jolynne added as a check 

signer. Patty seconded. Motion carried. 

8. Remove Lori Krei – Motion made by Randy to remove Lori 

effective November 1. Laura seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

October 12, 

2022 

Council 

Meeting 

Minutes 

Continued 

from page 19 
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GENERAL OFFERING  

January 1 through October 23, 2022 

2022 Budget: $389,684.00 

Year to Date: $110,505.27 

Thank you for generously giving 

in 2022! 

Next Council Meeting is  

November 9 | 7:00 p.m. 

In person and Zoom 
 

Council Members: Please submit your 

team reports to the office by Monday, 

November 7, at 12:00 p.m. (noon). 

Council Minutes - October 12, continued 

9. Church Administrator position – Nicki has stated that she would 

be willing to take this position on as well. She has 3 small children 

so her hours would be limited (9 – 3) and it may not be the best fit. 

Cheryl is here from 9 – 2. Summer hours may be a little more 

limited. Question was asked if this position should be someone 

from the Congregation to have a grasp on who we are. Paul noted 

that with the new staff set up, we are financially at the same 

budgeted amount. 

10.Church building hours – When Lori is done, are we OK with the 

hours being 9 AM – 3PM? Gloria leaves at 5 (works Tuesday – 

Friday & Sunday) and Cheryl leaves at 2. Motion made by Heidi to 

have the office hours be from 9 – 3. Roger seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. 

Concerns and/or Celebrations – Planning a meal for Falls Church group 

along with our Council members on November 13. Pam would like a head 

count for this meal so please let her know by October 15. 

Closing Prayer was given by Pastor Ben. 

Adjournment – Roger made the motion to adjourn. Brett seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jolene K. Hansen, Church Council Secretary 

October 12, 

2022 

Council 

Meeting 

Minutes 

Continued 

from page 20 

LEADERSHIP RETREAT 

Sunday, Nov. 6 | 11:30 a.m. | SON Room 

This meeting is for all Council team leaders and their team members. 

Lunch will be provided. 
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Walk Through the Bible in 2022 – One Chapter a Day 

Month Date Day Book Ch. Chapter Summary 

November 1 Tuesday 2 Corinthians 9 Whoever Sows Generously Will Reap Generously 

November 2 Wednesday Galatians 5 Stand Firm in Freedom 

November 3 Thursday Galatians 6 Carry Each Other's Burdens 

November 4 Friday Ephesians 2 Salvation by Grace, Not Works 

November 5 Saturday Ephesians 4 Keep the Unity of the Spirit 

November 6 Sunday Psalm 16 I Keep My Eyes Always on the Lord 

November 7 Monday Philippians 2 Christ, in Nature God, Made Himself Nothing 

November 8 Tuesday Colossians 1 
God Has Rescued Us from 
 the Dominion of Darkness 

November 9 Wednesday Colossians 2 All God's Fullness Lives in the Son 

November 10 Thursday 1 Thessalonians 4 The Lord Will Come Down from Heaven 

November 11 Friday 1 Thessalonians 5 The Day of the Lord Will Come Like a Thief 

November 12 Saturday 2 Thessalonians 3 Avoid Idle Believers 

November 13 Sunday Psalm 19 The Law of the Lord Is Perfect 

November 14 Monday 1 Timothy 3 Qualifications for Church Leaders 

November 15 Tuesday 1 Timothy 6 The Love of Money Is the Root of Evil 

November 16 Wednesday 2 Timothy 2 Paul Appeals to Young Timothy 

November 17 Thursday 2 Timothy 3 All Scripture Is Inspired by God 

November 18 Friday Psalm 103 All That Is Within Me Bless His Holy Name 

November 19 Saturday Psalm 37 Delight Yourself in God 

November 20 Sunday Psalm 42 Why Are You Cast Down, O My Soul? 

November 21 Monday Psalm 29 The Voice of the Lord 

November 22 Tuesday Psalm 133 How Good and Pleasant Is Unity 

November 23 Wednesday Psalm 136 His Love Endures Forever 

November 24 Thursday Psalm 139 I Am Fearfully and Wonderfully Made 

November 25 Friday Proverbs 1 Solomon Exhorts His Children 

November 26 Saturday Proverbs 3 Trust in the Lord with All Your Heart 

November 27 Sunday Isaiah 9 To Us a Child Is Born 

November 28 Monday Titus 2 Teach What Is Sound 

November 29 Tuesday Philemon 1 Paul Appeals to Free a Slave 

November 30 Wednesday Hebrews 3 Jesus Is Greater Than Moses 
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 Instagram Youth Page: 

spencerfaithlutheranyouth 

 Facebook Youth Page: 

Faith Lutheran Church Youth 

Information and happenings 

with Faith Lutheran Youth  

can be found at ... 

The Project Tree 

While these named projects need support, please know that other teams may appreciate support as 

well. Check out the Project Tree and let God inspire you to support in a way that works for you. 

Properties Team 

• Finish top moulding office: $400 

• Sheetrock back of Worship wall: 

$3,000 - $3,500 

• Resurface North/South exterior walls to 

match front: $37,000 per side or 

$75,000 for both 

• Repaint & sandblast North/South exterior 

walls: $18,250 

• Repaint & sandblast East 

exterior wall: $11,200 

• Floor covering (hard surface or carpet): in 

the Worship area: 

Estimate $55,000 - $60,000 

($550 received) 

• Paint remaining duct work 

 in Worship area: $3,000 

• Shelves in storage area: $500 - $700 

• Repair duct work to Pastor Ben and 

Eric’s offices and General Maintenance - 

$5,000 

 

Technology Team 

• New projectors and system in 

worship area - $150,000 

($3,900 received) 

 

Youth Ministry 

• Gift Cards for meals (like Taco Bell, 

McDonalds, Burger King, any pizza 

establishment) - Typically the youth are 

coming from sporting or school activities 

and have not eaten. 

• Money for snacks for Confirmation youth 

• Cabin cost at IOLBC for 

a youth weekend trip 

• Paint ball costs at IOLBC 

 

Pre-registration may be required for some 

events. Please check the IOLBC website: 

www.okoboji.org 

  or call 

 1-800-656-2654 (Okoboji Camp) or 

  712-867-4170 (Ingham Camp). 

 

Outreach Night 

Sunday, Nov. 6: Secret Agents 

Who: 6th - 12th grades | When: 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. | Cost: $5 

RSVP to Rachel Simington or Brittany Spieker by noon on 

Thursday, Nov. 3 

Recharges 

• Nov. 5-7: Recharge for 6th-9th grades at Okoboji 

• Nov. 12-14: Recharge for 6th-9th grades at Okoboji 

• Nov. 19-21: Recharge for 9-12th grades at Okoboji 

Crafting Retreat 

Nov. 18-20: Fall Crafting Retreat  

http://www.okoboji.org
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Faith Lutheran Church 

2912 Highway Blvd. 

P.O. Box 1322 

Spencer, IA 51301 

Baptism: Oct. 2 − Indiyah Moana Rae Enge| Births: Oct. 4 − Sophia Lynn Corinne Ruhs 

Confirmed | Deaths | Marriages: Oct. 15 − Whitney Nelson and Isaiah Gray | New Members  

Faith Lutheran Church - Staff 

Faith Lutheran Church - October, 2022 

Pastor: Ben Unseth 
pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

LifeKids Director: Radina Jansen 
director@lifekidsspencer.com 

Church Administrator & Finance Coordinator: 
 Nicki Lange 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 
finance@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Stephen Ministry and Visitation Director 
Lay Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, Ruthven: 
Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship & Communications Director: Gloria McKenney 
worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

media@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 
custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Coordinator: Jacob Weeks 
techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 
office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Email us at: 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Find us online at: 

www.faithlutheranspencer.com 

Like us on Facebook: 

Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Follow us on Instagram: 

@flcspencer 

Watch us on SMU: 

Monday @ 8:30 p.m. | Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m. 


