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Welcome Advent! 

Faith Life Together 

Christmas Blessings 

With the calendar year entering its final month, it can be an ideal time to 

look back at the past year and see all that God has done − battles He won, 

hardships He endured with you, celebrations God rejoiced in alongside you. 

As you consider this past year, may you be in awe of how God was present 

during every moment, and may that realization strengthen your faith that 

God will be with you through every moment yet to come.  

Here at Faith we have many exciting items planned for the month of 

December. Advent begins on November 27. We will have an Advent 

supper and service each Wednesday during Advent. November 30 will be 

our first Advent service, with the meal at 5:30 p.m., followed by the 

service at 6:30 p.m. We will also have Advent meals and services on 

December 7, 14, and 21. This time is a special time to hear from some 

excellent guest speakers and begin preparing our hearts for the Christmas 

season and Christ’s return.  

The children and youth of Faith have been working diligently to learn their 

lines and memorize song actions for this year’s Christmas program. For 

those involved with the Christmas program, the dress rehearsal is 

Saturday, Dec. 10, at 2:00 p.m. Pizza will be provided after the rehearsal 

to wrap up everyone’s hard work. The children will perform “An Out-Of-The

-Box Christmas” for your enjoyment on Sunday, Dec. 11 at 9:00 a.m. 

Come ready to have a delightful time learning about what the Christmas 

story is all about! 

In addition to the Advent meal and service on December 21, Council will 

also meet that night at 7:00 p.m. If you have items you would like council 

to consider, or have questions about the happenings at Faith, talk to one of 

the council members prior to their meeting. 

December 24 at 5:30 p.m., we will have a Candlelight Christmas Eve 

Worship service. We hope to see many of you as we celebrate the birth of 

our Savior together. We also have the opportunity to worship on Christmas 

Day, Sunday, Dec. 25th, at our traditional 9:00 a.m. time. 

May God bless you richly as we finish out this year together. 

Merry Christmas! 

http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
http://www.youtube.com/user/faithlutheranspencer
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Pastor Ben Unseth 

Christmas Surprise 

I love Christmas because I love surprises. True, every year we are celebrating the 

very same, history-making event – no surprise there: God the Father sent God 

the Son into our world into a dirty room to be raised by a couple in poverty. 

Shocking, overwhelming, but we are not much surprised. We have become jaded. 

We have lost our sense of wonder. I was going to write “history-shattering event,” 

but I actually mean “history-making event.” History shattered in the Garden of Eden. God rebuilt 

history through Bethlehem. Christmas is a history-making event – not just breaking news, but the 

essential step in God’s re-creation, in redemption. 

Back to surprises. Last year I was desperate. I spent spring, summer, and fall, discerning where my 

next church would be – Taiwan, the Netherlands, California, Wisconsin, northeastern Iowa? By the 

time I came to Faith on November 1, I felt deep in a hole with Christmas preparations. Despite my ten 

thumbs, an idea came so that I could create semi-artistic things my family members would 

appreciate. They were surprised. 

Having stepped away from interim ministry, my life has stabilized in 2022 as I am putting down roots 

in our region. I bought Christmas presents months ago – a first for me. I even surprised myself. 

Yesterday I visited Darrel Heckathorn in a hospital in Sioux Falls. That was not in my plans for the 

week. Needless to say, a stroke was not in Darrel’s plans for the week! God carries us through difficult 

surprises. God is granting Darrel a rapid recovery, and we give thanks with him and Nancy. 

Darrel told me about leading a time of prayer in our Sunday morning service when a high school 

classmate of his was visiting Faith. The friend caught Darrel after the service and expressed his 

astonishment. He told Darrel that he had never ever imagined that the Darrel he had known would be 

leading prayer in a worship service!  

What has become “normal” in our lives as we follow Jesus is surprising and radical to others! If you 

belong to Jesus, your life is surprising – extraordinary – to people who are looking at Jesus from 

outside of faith. We become jaded. We lose our sense of wonder. We begin to think: Everyone knows 

about God. Truth be told, you know people who go to bed and wake up, wondering:  

Is God out there?  

Does God love me?  

How can I connect with God?  

You have surprising and marvelous news about Jesus for them. 

Stop right now, and ask God to bring someone to mind – someone for you to invite to our Children’s 

Christmas Program or Christmas Eve Service. Begin to pray for these people. Look for an opportunity 

to invite them. God can use you to give someone the best surprise of their whole life – this Christmas! 

In Christ, 

Ben Unseth 
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Happy Birthday Blessings to ... 

Dec. 4 Tim Egland 

Dec. 5 Cryss Quanbeck 

Dec. 7 Gene Englin 

Dec. 10 Reid Tigges 

 Mallory Anderson 

Dec. 11 Troy Rosendahl 

Dec. 12 Bruce Simons 

 Larry Wigen 

Dec. 13 Donna Frederick 

Dec. 14 Olivia Schuster 

 Connie Jenkins 

Dec. 16 Stan Anderson 

 Justin Heikens 

 Mark Freeman 

Dec. 17 Cherie Banks 

 Marci Sandven 

 Carl Simons 

Dec. 18 Jerome Christianson 

 Del Christman 

 Syndee Patten 

Dec. 20 Ross Kreutner 

Dec. 22 Kyle Rouse 

Dec. 23 Cayann Knoer 

Dec. 25 Randy Enge 

Dec. 26 Greg Lear 

Dec. 27 Lacey Johnson 

Dec. 28 Conner Essick 

 Gavin Patten 

Dec. 30 Lori Wire 

 

Happy Anniversary Wishes to ... 

Dec. 3 Bruce & Gayle Simons 

Dec. 28 Mike & Kim Wilson 

Dec. 30 Steve & Jean Oleson 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Women’s Bible Study: A Study of Luke 

Bible Study: 
“Living with Passion & Purpose” 

Tuesday, Dec. 13 

1:30 p.m. | SON Room 
This month we discuss Luke 2. The Christmas story – a familiar one. Have you 

thought about the people involved besides Mary, Joseph and Jesus. What part of 

God’s plan for the salvation of mankind did the shepherds, Simeon and Anna play? 

What were their responses to learning about the birth of Jesus – the Good News? 

Are we excited about knowing Jesus? Does it show in our lives? 

All are welcome! 
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Lutheran World Relief  

Hands-On Mission Day | Wednesday, Dec. 7 
9:00 a.m. to Noon 

The item of the month for Lutheran World Relief is bath-sized bars of soap. 

The soap is used in both the personal care kits and the baby care kits. 

 

Donated items for both Lutheran World Relief and Upper Des Moines Opportunity 

can be put in the yellow Missions box near the front doors.  

Meet Your Missions: Louis & Jane Faulstich  
Faith Lutheran supports Louis and Jane Faulstich through the Christian 

Ministry Alliance.  

In early 2014, God called us to join the Bible translation effort in the Pacific 

nation of Vanuatu. After completing linguistic and cross-cultural ministry 

training, we arrived on the field in 2015 to help people engage with God’s Word 

in a way that leads them to mature faith in Christ. We praise God for how He 

has led the ministry forward in this country for the past seven years. He has graciously opened doors 

for nationwide outreach through radio programing and social media, and His Spirit is seen working in 

people’s hearts as He connects us with indigenous language groups desiring to hear God’s Word in 

their mother tongue. Our favorite moments have been the simple conversions with individuals in the 

village who express interest in understanding the Bible and how it speaks to their island worldview. 

With 110 languages and 83 islands, Vanuatu presents extensive logistical challenges for spreading 

the Gospel to rural areas. It has also been listed among the world’s least developed nations and most 

disaster-prone nation. Spiritual trials are no less prevalent. A multitude of animistic practices, cult 

religions, and biblical misunderstanding have created a combination of different forms of belief or 

practice. 

Aside from the challenges, there are many aspects of the island culture that are truly admirable from 

a Western perspective. If you ever visit the islands, you will soon witness the beauty of the Vanuatu 

people in their unabridged openness to God. Yet without knowing who God has revealed Himself to be 

through Scripture, mankind will always find themselves at odds with His plan for salvation. The 

enemy is relentless in misleading those who are new to the faith, and this battle takes place daily 

while a barrage of manmade religious ideas permeates the culture.  

At present we are taking a new step by transitioning into a model of ministry dating back to Paul’s 

time at Corinth.  The tradition of “tentmaking” will enable us to stay closely involved with rural 

communities and expand our outreach to areas that lack formal ties to a church. The idea will involve 

turning seasonal fruit into products that last throughout the year, and it will be a great way to 

connect with people who wouldn’t normally request translated Scripture material. Please pray with us 

that new relationships would blossom from this program, and that it would result in more occasions 

for sharing the Gospel in rural areas.  
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A Season of Hope and Peace 

“For unto us a Savior is born, who is Christ our Lord” Luke 2:11. We read 
and hear these words and try to comprehend the sheer magnitude of this 

announcement. Never in history has such a proclamation been made that 

has meant so much, has withstood the test of time, the questioning of its 

relevance and authenticity, in spite of the numerous attempts to disprove this universal truth. 

This Christmas season gives us pause to worship the divine delivery of this Christ Child to our broken 

world. We know Jesus, our Savior, came to us to meet us where we are. We are led by His Spirit to 

learn, to trust, and to accept His grace and salvation. We are rescued from our stress and self-doubt, 

our guilt, our shame, and our sin. He combats our loneliness with His loving presence and grace 

when we ask him to come into our lives. 

As Christians, we have been given a real sign of hope from this wondrous mercy-filled act of God to 

send His Son to us. Our culture tends to minimize this promise of deliverance. Yet, we know that 

during our challenges, we can faithfully remember Colossians 3:1-2 “Since then you have been raised 

with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God, set 

your mind on things above, not on earthly things.” 

During this season and always, may we know and feel God’s peace in our hearts and minds. Merry 

Christmas! To God Be the Glory! 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity Food Pantry 

is in need of the following items for our community: 

Egg Noodles and Hamburger Helper 

Upper Des Moines Opportunity 

TEAM Restoration Ministries 

TEAM Restoration Ministries has a God-driven commitment and passion for 

facilitating the healing and strengthening of marriages, families and individuals 

through the blood of Jesus and the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. 

TEAM Restoration Ministries offers many different types of mental 

health counseling for children, adolescents and adults. 

Erika Adolph, a counselor with TEAM Restoration Ministries, is working out of Faith. 

For more information about TEAM Restoration Ministries or to schedule 

an appointment, please call 515-238-9010 or www.team-restoration.org 

Mission Emphasis: Mental Health Conditions 

Amazon Shoppers ... Consider Supporting Faith! 
Faith Lutheran takes pride in our community and want to support our businesses! Still, there are 

times when we look to online vendors like Amazon for particular items. If you are an Amazon 

shopper, please consider supporting Faith Lutheran. 

 Log on to smile.amazon.com using your current login information. 

 Choose a charity to support – Faith Lutheran Spencer 

 Shop as normal. Up to 0.5% of each qualified purchase is sent to Faith! 

http://www.team-restoration.org
http://smile.amazon.com
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Gloria McKenney 

Worship and Communications Director 

“Hallelujah, we've been found / A child is born to save us now”  
 Hallelujah (Light Has Come) − BarlowGirl 

Do you feel the seeming tension in those words? “A child is born to save.” One of the great mysteries of 
the Christian faith lies in the manger at Bethlehem. Salvation for all humanity rests on the shoulders 

of one who cannot even hold His head up. Of course, we know that child, or more accurately, that 

newborn infant, would grow up to be a man, to die, and to rise - the salvation story we proclaim every 

Easter. But right now, in the tender first hours of life, God Himself lies helpless, shielded from life’s 

storms only by the arms of a teenage girl.  

We often don’t think of the Christmas story in quite this way. We tend to focus on Mary’s bravery to 

carry and care for the Son of God, the shepherd’s invitation to be the first to gaze upon the newborn 

Jesus, and how appropriate the Magi’s gifts are for the soon-to-be Savior. We set up nativities with 

cute little animals to keep the baby Jesus warm, sing ‘Silent Night’ while holding lit candles, and 

fondly read the Christmas story on Christmas Eve. I enjoy the warm feelings of Christmas too, but to 

go through Christmas without acknowledging the mystery of the season is to miss one of the greatest 

paradoxes of our faith.  

Our all-powerful, omnipotent God chose to become a helpless, weak newborn − and not just helpless, 

but in fact dependent on Mary and Joseph for His every need. How is it possible that the only one 

strong enough to redeem us from our sins allowed Himself to become fully dependent on human 

hands? Is it even possible for an omnipotent God to become powerless?  

The magic and beauty of Christmas is revealed in this enigma. Jesus had to become human, fully 
human, including all the weaknesses of being human, for salvation to become even possible. Because 

ultimately, Jesus as a human had to die. It is only through becoming fully human that Jesus can 

save all of humanity.  

The other marvelous aspect of Jesus becoming human is that He was able to bridge the gap between 

us and God. No more did people have access to God only through the inner temple, the Holy of Holies, 

once a year via the High Priest – now we were close enough to touch the hem of his garment, eat a 

meal with him, and even anoint his feet with oil. In becoming fully human, Jesus became intimately 

familiar with the weaknesses we face every day, and that is a powerful concept. You are known by 

your Creator. Jesus understands every part of you deeply – your joys, your struggles, your 

heartaches, and victories. Isn’t it comforting to know that even if no one else ‘gets it’, Jesus does? Not 

only does He understand, but He is able to empathize in a way no one else can.  

This Advent and Christmas season, rejoice that our God became flesh and came to dwell among us so 

that we could be intimately known by our Creator and saved from all the weaknesses of our 

humanity. Truly there is no greater joy than to know the One who gave up everything to redeem us. 

Merry Christmas! 
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Lift Up in Prayer… 

• As we walk together through Advent toward Christmas, ask God to stir 

up wonder in your heart as we worship our Jesus our Savior. 

• Pray for our Nominating Team as they talk to God, to each other, and to church members 

about serving Faith. 

• Pray for discernment in joining a Small Group. 

• Pray for wisdom for all the leaders chosen on Election Day. 

• Pray for new friends who have joined our congregation: Chad, Donna and Lacey Johnson; 

Lance, Jalyce, Evan, Isaac, Aaron and Owen Storley. 

• Healing for Darrel Heckathorn, Carolyn Christofferson, Tracy Bengtson, Jim Spieker, 

Drew Stuhrenberg, Mark Cameron and all those we name in our hearts. 

• Comfort for the family of John Miller. 

 
Reasons for Praise! 

• Thanks for our new members: Johnsons and Storleys. 

• Thanks for our volunteers who step up to serve in our weekly events and for special 

occasions. 

• Thanks for our new electronic sign by the highway. 

• Thanks for heat in the SON Room. 

• Thanks for a decline of the COVID-19 virus. 

Prayer and Praise Corner 

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain, 

please direct it to the Prayer Team Leaders  

Linda and Dave Susie at djslrs74@yahoo.com or 

Doreen Scribner at doreenscribner@outlook.com 

If you would like to be included on Sunday’s Prayers of the Church, 

please contact the church office at 712-580-4316 or 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com  

Dear Faith Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for the gifts, flowers and cake & ice cream to celebrate my retirement. The day was wonderful! 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve God and Faith for so many years. The work was a privilege. 

May God Bless You and Faith, 

Lori (Krei) 

Thank you! 

mailto:djslrs74@yahoo.com
mailto:doreenscribner@outlook.com
mailto:office@faithlutheranspencer.com
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www.lifekidsspencer.com 

LifeKids Director Radina Jansen 

November’s Highlights by Radina Jansen 

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. ~ 1 John 3:18 

LifeKids has received a lot of love through many kind actions! A big LifeKids  

“Thank you!” goes out to all those who purchased Pasquale’s Pizza during our fundraiser. 

$1,099 was raised. 

A big LifeKids “Thank you!” goes out to Laurie Fassler from Snooks in Sioux Rapids for the donation of 

the colorful rug that gets lots of use during reading, music, and play time. 

Cultivating a servant’s heart is one of the goals of the LifeKids program. During the in-service day on 

November 14th, the children tied and wove fleece blankets for Lutheran Services of Iowa’s foster care 

program. A big LifeKids, “Thank you!” goes out to Courtney and Doug Schwartz for the use of their 

Thrivent Action Team Cards to purchase fleece for the blanket project. A big LifeKids, “Thank you!” 

goes out to Mia Schwartz and Lori Krei for cutting all the fleece! 

A big LifeKids, “Thank you!” goes out to Doug Schwartz and Barbara Burnham for the use of their 

Thrivent Action Team Cards to purchase baking supplies. The LifeKids have taken on a baking service 

project. Once a month LifeKids will be baking a dessert, enough to serve between 200 and 250 people. 

The desserts will be taken to the Grand Avenue Community Outreach on the third Thursday of each 

month. We baked our first dessert, Apple Spice Dump Cake, on November 16th. Our last dessert will 

be delivered on May 18th. A big LifeKids, “Thank you!” goes out to Gloria for trading her music 

instruction time for baking in the kitchen once a month! This project would not have been possible 

without the help of both Gloria and Emily. 
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Our afternoon field trip on November 14th was to visit Grand Avenue Community Outreach. A big 

LifeKids, “Thank you!” goes out to Kim Wilson for organizing our tour. We got to see the dining area, 

go into the kitchen where we saw where our desserts will be dished up, the walk-in refrigerator, and 

food storage areas. 

Our tour continued and we got to see where you can drop off clothes to donate. Did you know that 

well-worn clothes are recycled to rugs and other textiles by One Vision in Clear Lake? We rode the 

elevator up to the Food and Clothing Outreach areas. Twice a month, those in need can shop for food 

and clothing. Kim showed us emergency food bag items that are provided if someone is in need of 

immediate food. The children thought there were some really cool clothes for those that shop here. 

Our last stop was on the 5th floor, The Prom Store. The dresses, shoes, and jewelry sparkled right 

along with the smiles of the girls. 

Other activities on our November 14th in-service day included a field trip to the Spencer Public 

Library in the morning to go into the StarLab and then enjoy a book.  

To spread Christmas cheer, the LifeKids have been busy making Christmas cards for some of the 

members of Faith’s congregation.  

It greatly saddens me to share that I will be resigning from my position as LifeKids Director at the end 

of the 2022-2023 school year. My last day will be May 31, 2023.  Due to ongoing health concerns, it is 

becoming more difficult to fulfill my duties as director. I feel grateful for having had the opportunity to 

expand the LifeKids Spencer after school program to five days a week and watch the enrollment 

increase as the word of the program has spread. I know God has great things in store for the program 

moving forward. I can’t thank the congregation of Faith enough for supporting this important 

outreach. 
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Take Note!! Faith Lutheran Church has a 
New Mailing Address! 

Faith Lutheran 

P.O. Box 1322 

Spencer, Iowa 51301 

Church Office Hours 

Church office hours are 

  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 Monday through Friday.  

Messiah 2022 

The Spencer Messiah Board would like to invite everyone to this year’s presentation of Selections from 

Handel’s Messiah.  The concert will be presented on Sunday, Dec. 4, at 7:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church in Spencer. The concert will feature a 75-person chorus, soloists and an orchestra 

and is under the direction of Robin Keith.  A freewill offering will be taken to support the concert. For 

more information visit their page on Facebook: SPENCER MESSIAH.  

Journey to Bethlehem 

World Cup Soccer Watch Party 

Thank you for supporting the LifeKids Fundraiser! 

By using this link -  radafundraising.com?rfsn=6267721.0f6242  - when you shop, you’ll be 

purchasing high-quality, made in USA products, while helping our group raise money to defray the 

cost of monthly expenses such as: monthly field trips and 

bus expenses such as fuel. 

Your support is appreciated! 

If you’d like assistance with online ordering, please contact Radina 

Jansen, 712-580-4316, as she’d be happy to sit down with you, using 

her computer, to place your order. 

LifeKids Fundraiser ~ RADA Cutlery! 

Like to play soccer or watch it on TV? 

Come to the World Cup Soccer Watch Party on Sunday, Dec. 4, at 1:00 p.m. 

Watch the game on the giant SON Room screen along with Pastor Ben and 

soccer players from Iowa Lakes Community College! 

For more information, contact Eric Tigges at 712-260-2216. 

Make “Journey to Bethlehem” part of your Christmas preparation and festivities. 

Grace United Methodist Church in Spencer is hosting this production on 

Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 10 & 11, from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. A cast of 

approximately 100 people will give guided tours to hear ancient prophesy, 

shepherds tending their flocks, King Herod’s Court, the town of Bethlehem, and 

an unassuming inn and stable. Those attending will see real animals, smell the 

bread baking and hear the chatter of a rumor in the ancient village of Bethlehem. 

The event is free for all ages. For more information, please contact Deb Dvorak at 712-260-1387. 

Note: This walking tour is not handicapped accessible. If a participant has difficulties, please let the 

hostess know. The participant will be guided to a video presentation of the downstairs story and still 

be able to tour the town of Bethlehem!  

https://radafundraising.com?rfsn=6267721.0f6242
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Reverse Advent Calendar 

A Reverse Advent Calendar! That must be a misprint! No, it’s not. A Reverse Advent Calendar is a 

project that Faith Lutheran’s Missions Team is planning for our Faith family. This is a fun project 

where anyone who wishes can take part. 

So, beginning December 1 through December 24, each person, group or family who decide to do this, 

will put a non-perishable food item in a container. That will be 24 food items all together (no home-

canned products, please, due to health and safety concerns). You may choose to collect the food items 

day by day and bring them to church once a week. Or, you may choose to collect all 24 items before 

you bring them in, whatever works best for you. There will be a special area for the food items on the 

north side of the worship area by a Christmas tree. 

We will give these food items to the Upper Des Moines Opportunity and Grand Avenue Community 

Outreach food pantries. And, if there is someone in our Faith family that could use some of these food 

items, we would be very happy to share them with you. 

We encourage you to take part in our Reverse Advent Calendar if this works for you. It will be one of 

Faith’s ways to share God’s love to our community this Advent season. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please call Alice Nielsen at 712-363-1380. Thanks for being a 

part of our Reverse Advent Calendar! Here is a possible list you can use or choose your own items! 

Alice Nielsen – Mission Team member 

December 1 Box of cereal 

December 2 Peanut butter 

December 3 Jelly 

December 4 Boxed potatoes 

December 5 Macaroni & Cheese 

December 6 Canned fruit 

December 7 Canned tomatoes 

December 8 Canned tuna 

December 9 Cake mix 

December 10 Canned frosting 

December 11 Pancake mix 

December 12 Syrup 

December 13 Canned beans 

December 14 Box of crackers 

December 15 Package of rice 

December 16 Package of oatmeal 

December 17 Package of pasta 

December 18 Pasta sauce 

December 19 Chicken noodle soup 

December 20 Canned corn 

December 21 Canned green beans 

December 22 Catsup 

December 23 Box of instant pudding 

December 24 Box of hot chocolate mix 
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Stewardship ... Steward of the Month: 
Linda Conlon 

The “Christmas season” seems to begin earlier every year. Some stores had Christmas stuff on the 

shelves weeks before Halloween. What madness! We go dashing through the stores to the beat of 

Jingle Bells; and we go “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree” until we crash from exhaustion. 

Revelry and gift-giving are fine and fun, but if we’re not careful they can snowball out of control. 

Stewarding a Holy and meaningful Christmas means balancing the commercial with the spiritual. 

Here are some tips: 

Observe Advent: The four weeks before Christmas Day comprise the Advent Season, a time to 

prepare for Christmas through prayer, song, worship, and spiritual disciplines. Lean into the spirit of 

Advent. Advent devotionals can help (I recommend Richard Rohr’s Preparing for Christmas). 

Observe the Christmas season: The church calendar lists the season of Christmas from Dec. 24 to 

the feast of Epiphany on Jan. 6. Until the 20th century, these 12 Days of Christmas were the time 

for celebration and partying. Make them special in your life and family. 

Cut the consumerism: Limit your shopping and spending by setting a strict budget or gifting the 

As we enter into Advent and the last month of the year, we get to 

celebrate one final steward for 2022, and that beautiful soul is 

Linda Conlon!  

Linda is one of those people that you see more behind the scenes, 

and so I hadn’t had the pleasure of meeting her until last year when 

my team was preparing a meal on Saturday morning and she was 

there, “Stewarding!”, and helping prepare communion for the rest of 

us the following day.  Along with communion prep, she also helps 

with the Altar Prep Team.   

That’s not all she does, but she really likes working with her hands in 

so many different ways with all of her talents.  Linda likes to fill in for 

the Mission’s Team when they have their hands-on projects, and is 

there every first Wednesday of the month to lend a helping hand with 

those important mission projects our church engages in.  Linda also 

uses her hands for quilting and the Wrapped in Love project of 

weighted blankets and pillows project at Faith.   

Of course, Saturdays for altar prep and Wednesdays aren’t the only days she’s there, because she also 

joins us on Sundays for worship…but not by herself.  Linda is also selfless and helps others get to 

Faith on Sundays.  Linda has been giving rides to homebound members that can’t drive, and brings 

them with her to worship on Sundays.  Not only offering a ride, but offering a relationship to those we 

wouldn’t get to see without someone like herself.   

Linda, the gentle and welcoming soul you have, along with the smile you share with everyone you 

meet is truly a gift that we all love and appreciate.  Well done, good and faithful servant, and thanks 

so much for the time you share with Faith to do so many things behind the scenes.  Abundant 

blessings to you that we hope carry through the New Year and always! 

Have Yourself a Holy Little Christmas 
by Rev. Robert Blezard 
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Have Yourself a Holy Little Christmas - Continued 

people in your life with homemade presents, favors, or ways to spend time together. 

Party hardly: For some, Christmas is an excuse to overeat and drink to excess. Moderate your 

consumption. 

Most importantly, pray: Ask God to help you and your family craft a meaningful and joyful Advent 

and Christmas. Ask God to send you wisdom, resources, and people who can journey through the 

spiritual season with you. 

By carefully stewarding your faith life, Advent and Christmas can be a time for real spiritual growth. 

~ Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rob Blezard is web editor for the Stewardship of 

Life Institute and pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD. 

New Members ... 

New Members as of October 13! 

Chad 

Lacey 

& 

Donna 

Johnson 

Evan, Isaac, Jalyce and Lance Storley 

In front of mom and dad is Owen and Aaron Storley   

 Text “give” to 712-214-4317 

 First time: click “sign in” 

 Click “register for an account” – follow 

prompts to receive your secure PIN 

 Select fund – enter donation amount – enter 

payment information 

 Tap “save payment” to use for future gifts 

Text  
Mail−In 

Mail your offering: 
Faith Lutheran 
 P.O. Box 1322 

Spencer, IA 51301 

Online 

Go to: 

http://bit.ly/33RXUbH 

and please follow 

instructions! 

Ways to Give at Faith Lutheran 

https://www.simplechurchgiving.net/App/Giving/fait2912198
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Homework from the last chapter of the book is expected done by November 30.  

Would you be willing to help the confirmation kids and the Lutheran World Relief team? 

December 14 is our service and mentor night. Last year we purchased and 

assembled 120 personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief. We are hoping for that 

number or more. We will be contributing supplies and would love you to contribute also. Here are 

the items for personal care kits: dark colored bath towels, bath-sized bars of soap, and adult 

toothbrushes. 

What a great opportunity to help our kids be thankful for what they have and think of others. We 

will also tie quilts and wrap presents for the family the youth group kids are adopting and shopping 

for. Please mark your calendars for this event on December 14. For more details, check your email. 

All questions welcome. My phone is 712-363-0663 and a text or call is the best way to get me. 

During Advent, potluck suppers will be at 5:30 p.m. and the worship service at 6:30 p.m. The  

worship service is part of the confirmation time so plan on your kids attending these to get counted 

as present for confirmation. Confirmation will last until 8:00 p.m. Parents - please join your kids for 

church and feel free to fellowship with other parents while you wait for your kids. They will imitate 

what they see you do more often than not. You set more of an lasting example and a lifestyle than we 

ever can. 

December 21 at 7:00 p.m. we are having a Christmas dinner party with the high school youth. It will 

be so fun! Please mark your calendar. You will not want to miss it!!   

God’s Solution:  
 THIS WAY! 

Sunday, November 27 ~ 1st Sunday of Advent ~ Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, November 30 

 Advent Meal (Maidrites) at 5:30 p.m. ~ Please bring a side dish or dessert to share! 

 Midweek Service at 6:30 p.m. ~ Guest Speaker: Gloria McKenney 

Sunday, December 4 ~ 2nd Sunday of Advent ~ Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 7 

 Advent Meal (Tacos) at 5:30 p.m. ~ Please bring a side dish or dessert to share! 

 Midweek Service at 6:30 p.m. ~ Guest Speaker: Jacob Weeks 

Sunday, December 11 ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent ~ Worship at 9:00 a.m. and 

 Children’s Christmas Program (“An Out-of-the-Box Christmas”) 

Wednesday, December 14 

 Advent Meal (Pulled pork) at 5:30 p.m. ~ Please bring a side dish or dessert to share! 

 Midweek Service at 6:30 p.m. ~ Guest Speaker: Pete Unseth 

Sunday, December 18 ~ 4th Sunday of Advent ~ Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 21 

 Advent Meal (Cook’s choice) at 5:30 p.m. ~ Please bring a side dish or dessert to share! 

 Midweek Service at 6:30 p.m. ~ Service presented by the High School Youth Group 

Saturday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve ~ Candlelight Worship Service at 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 24 ~ Christmas Day ~ Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

Confirmation Reminders with Rachel Simington 
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Sunday school time is being used for the children to practice for the December 11th 

performance of “An Out-of-the-Box Christmas.” We look forward to having a large 

attendance that day to watch our very own, sing and act for us all. Gloria does an 

amazing job with the kids and it’s a good thing, since there are 9 songs for them to 

learn. 

We could use some help with costumes and props. Here is a list of items we would love 

your help collecting! 

Cowboy hats and bandanas 

6 sets of pompoms 

2 Pirate hats  

2 foam swords 

Soldier outfit 

Sailor outfit 

If you happen to have any of the above, please let myself or Gloria know and we will make 

arrangements to get them and label them if you need them back. 

Thank you so much, Faith family! Your generosity and interest in investing in the Kingdom is greatly 

appreciated! LET’S DO THIS!!!! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patty Ellsworth 

Children’s Ministry News of the Month 

An Out-of-the-Box Christmas will spark the imagination 

with the creativity and child-like faith. When boxes show 

up at a dress rehearsal with all the wrong costumes, the 

kids have no other choice than to think out of the box. 

Encourage kids and adults alike to share the good news of 

Jesus Christ with An Out-of-the-Box Christmas! 

Acts: 

Places Everyone! 

This is Bizarre! This is Berzerk! 

Giddy-Up 

A Super-Duper Hero of the Faith 

Are You Ready for Some Good News? 

Yo-Ho-Ho and Away We Go! 

A Christmas Love Song 

A Night to Remember with Are you Ready for 

 Some Good News? 

Are You Ready for Some Good News? 

 

Dress Rehearsal and Pizza 

Saturday, Dec. 10 

Starting at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Children’s Christmas Program 

Sunday, Dec. 11|9:00 a.m. 
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Faith Lutheran Council Meeting Minutes 

November 9, 

2022 

Council 

Meeting 

Minutes 

The meeting was called to order by President Paul Behrens at 7:18 PM after the 

Council retreat. 

Members present were: Paul Behrens, Joe Simington, Greg Lear, Kevin & Heidi 

Skadeland, Brett Eilts, Eric Tigges, Becky Simons, Laura Heikens, Pam Harris, 

Randy Enge, Patty Ellsworth, Kay Iversen, Andrea Crew & Pastor Ben. 

Devotions were given by Pam Harris. The meeting was opened with prayer by 

Pam as well. 

Minutes from last month’s meeting were reviewed. Motion to approve made by 

Eric Tigges. Patty Ellsworth seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Becky Simons) – September report wasn’t able to be 

approved at last month’s meeting so that was reviewed. September giving was 

down but that is normal for that month. With November and December being 

better giving months, we should be on track to meet our budget. Teams are all 

below budget. Brett motioned to approve and Randy second the motion. Motion 

carried. 

October financials were reviewed. October was a good month for giving. Motion 

to approve the October financials was made by Eric & second by Heidi. Motion 

carried. 

PASTOR BEN’S REPORT – Pastor went to the LCMC Annual Gathering. The 

Iowa LCMC District is having a gathering Saturday from 9-3 in Clear Lake. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Paul Behrens) - 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

Evangelism (Eric Tigges) – Nothing to add. 

Missions (Pam Harris) – Mission Sunday is this Sunday & the pastor from 

Falls Church in Sioux Falls will be giving the message. Catered meal to 

follow.  

Worship (Andrea Crew) – Nothing to add. 

Stewardship (Skadeland’s) – Nothing to add. 

Discipleship (Randy Enge) – Nothing to add. 

Children’s Ministry (Patty Ellsworth) – Nothing to add. 

Youth Ministry (Brittany Spieker) – Nothing to add. 

Caring Ministries (Laura Heikens) – Nothing to add. 

Fellowship (Godfredsens) – Nothing to add. 

Music & Creative Arts (Eilts) – Gloria has done an amazing job. She has 

done a pop-up choir and had good feedback from them. Carolyn has been 

playing a few Sundays so Leah isn’t doing it every Sunday. 

Properties (Mark Speidel) – Nothing to add. 

Technology (Kay Iversen) – Nothing to add. 
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GENERAL OFFERING  

January 1 through November 20, 2022 

2022 Budget: $389,684.00 

Year to Date: $309,802.03 

Thank you for generously giving 

in 2022! 

Next Council Meeting is  

January 11 | 7:00 p.m. 

In person and Zoom 
 

Council Members: Please submit your 

team reports to the office by Monday, 

January 9, at 12:00 p.m. (noon). 

Council Minutes - November 9, continued 
OLD BUSINESS 

Discussion 

Current worship services – None. 

Current church operations – None. 

Lori’s Party – thanks to all that helped! 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Church Admin position – Nicki is currently in this position but after visiting with her 

she is feeling overwhelmed as she is doing financials as well. If anyone knows 

someone within the church that would be willing to work 3-4 hours/day. A list is 

being made of some of the duties that can possibly be absorbed by volunteers or 

teams.  

Advent meals – Roger & Vickie were leaning towards not having them this year. We 

have done potluck in the past and if we did that we would need to have 3-4 

servers. Discussed how we would coordinate who is bringing main dishes, sides, 

desserts, etc. It was suggested the teams pair up and have 2 teams make the 

main dish and the congregation can bring the sides & desserts. The meal would 

be served at 5:30 as church will be at 6:30 with confirmation to follow at 7. 

November 30 we will be serving maidrites, December 7 will be tacos, December 14 

will be pulled pork & December 21 will be pulled pork or beef nachos. November 

30 will be Joe, Paul, Laura & Patty, December 7 will be Missions (Pam) & 

Discipleship (Randy), December 14 will be Stewardship & December 21 will be 

Evangelism & Music. 

2023 Vice President – Paul has someone in mind and will ask her. He has talked to 

her in the prior. 

Church cleaning, task teams – The church is large and we are looking to assist Rich 

in cleaning the church. Some things need to be done daily due to LifeKids and we 

would like to get some congregation members/teams to help out. Put out a sign 

up sheet? Youth take care of the mezzanine? Do a monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly 

mass cleaning day? 

Concerns and/or Celebrations  

None. 

Closing Prayer was given by Pastor Ben. 

Adjournment – Brett Eilts made the motion to adjourn. Kevin Skadeland 

seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:19 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jolene K. Hansen, Church Council Secretary 
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Walk Through the Bible in 2022 – One Chapter a Day 

Month Date Day Book Ch. Chapter Summary 

December 1 Thursday Hebrews 4 Invitation to Enter God's Rest 

December 2 Friday James 2 God's Law and Faith 

December 3 Saturday James 5 God Answers Prayer 

December 4 Sunday Micah 5 Israel's Shepherd to Be Born in Bethlehem 

December 5 Monday 1 Peter 1 Redeemed by the Blood of Christ 

December 6 Tuesday 1 Peter 2 A Living Temple and Royal Priests 

December 7 Wednesday 2 Peter 2 The Lord Rescues the Godly 

December 8 Thursday 1 John 1 God Is Light, and in Him Is No Darkness 

December 9 Friday 1 John 2 Whoever Does God's Will Lives Forever 

December 10 Saturday 1 John 3 The Love of the Father and the Son 

December 11 Sunday Zechariah 12 Jerusalem Will See the Pierced Son 

December 12 Monday 1 John 5 Whoever Has the Son Has Life 

December 13 Tuesday 2 John 1 This Is Love: Walking After God's Commands 

December 14 Wednesday 3 John 1 Coworkers for the Truth 

December 15 Thursday Jude 1 Have Mercy on Those Who Doubt 

December 16 Friday Revelation 1 Jesus: The First and the Last 

December 17 Saturday Revelation 3 Whoever Has an Ear, Listen to the Spirit 

December 18 Sunday Mark 1 The Beginning of God's Good News 

December 19 Monday Matthew 1 Name the Virgin's Son Jesus 

December 20 Tuesday Hebrews 1 God Has Spoken to Us by His Son 

December 21 Wednesday Hebrews 2 Jesus Had to Be Fully Human 

December 22 Thursday John 1 The Word Became Flesh 

December 23 Friday Malachi 4 
The Sun of Righteousness Will Rise with 

Healing 

December 24 Saturday Luke 1 
Gabriel Tells Mary She Will Bear the Son of 

God 

December 25 Sunday Luke 2 Jesus Is Born 

December 26 Monday Matthew 2 The Magi, Then to Egypt and Nazareth 

December 27 Tuesday Revelation 5 Worship in Every Language 

December 28 Wednesday Revelation 20 Judgment of Satan and of the Dead 

December 29 Thursday Zephaniah 3 God Will Gather His People 

December 30 Friday Revelation 21 A New Heaven and a New Earth 

December 31 Saturday Revelation 22 The Lamb Says: I Am Coming Soon! 
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 Instagram Youth Page: 

spencerfaithlutheranyouth 

 Facebook Youth Page: 

Faith Lutheran Church Youth 

Information and happenings 

with Faith Lutheran Youth  

can be found at ... 

The Project Tree 

While these named projects need support, please know that other teams may appreciate support as 

well. Check out the Project Tree and let God inspire you to support in a way that works for you. 

Properties Team 

• Finish top moulding office: $400 

• Sheetrock back of Worship wall: 

$3,000 - $3,500 

• Resurface North/South exterior walls to 

match front: $37,000 per side or 

$75,000 for both 

• Repaint & sandblast North/South exterior 

walls: $18,250 

• Repaint & sandblast East 

exterior wall: $11,200 

• Floor covering (hard surface or carpet): in 

the Worship area: 

Estimate $55,000 - $60,000 

($550 received) 

• Paint remaining duct work 

 in Worship area: $3,000 

• Shelves in storage area: $500 - $700 

• Repair duct work to Pastor Ben and 

Eric’s offices and General Maintenance - 

$5,000 

 

Technology Team 

• New projectors and system in 

worship area - $150,000 

($3,900 received) 

 

Youth Ministry 

• Gift Cards for meals (like Taco Bell, 

McDonalds, Burger King, any pizza 

establishment) - Typically the youth are 

coming from sporting or school activities 

and have not eaten. 

• Money for snacks for Confirmation youth 

• Cabin cost at IOLBC for 

a youth weekend trip 

• Paint ball costs at IOLBC 

 

Pre-registration may be required for some 

events. Please check the IOLBC website: 

www.okoboji.org 

  or call 

 1-800-656-2654 (Okoboji Camp) or 

  712-867-4170 (Ingham Camp). 

 

Outreach Night 

Sunday, Dec. 4: Christmas Mystery 

Who: 6th - 12th grades | When: 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. | Cost: $5 

RSVP to Rachel Simington or Brittany Spieker by noon on 

Thursday, Dec. 1 

Please see the brochures on the Welcome Center or the 

posters on the bulletin board for more details. 

http://www.okoboji.org
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Faith Lutheran Church 

2912 Highway Blvd. 

P.O. Box 1322 

Spencer, IA 51301 

Baptisms: Nov. 27 - Ross Kreutner, son of Adam & Leah Kreutner 

Births | Confirmed | Deaths | Marriages 

New Members: Nov. 13 − Chad, Donna & Lacey Johnson; 

 Lance, Jalyce, Evan, Isaac, Aaron & Owen Storley   

Faith Lutheran Church - Staff 

Faith Lutheran Church - November, 2022 

Pastor: Ben Unseth 
pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Church Administrator & Finance Coordinator: 
 Nicki Lange 

churchadmin@faithlutheranspencer.com 
finance@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Stephen Ministry and Visitation Director 
Lay Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, Ruthven: 
Eric Patten - eric@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Worship & Communications Director: Gloria McKenney 
worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

media@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Custodian: Rich Stueven 
custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Technology Coordinator: Jacob Weeks 
techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven 
office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

LifeKids Director: Radina Jansen 
director@lifekidsspencer.com 

Email us at: 

office@faithlutheranspencer.com 

Find us online at: 

www.faithlutheranspencer.com 

Like us on Facebook: 

Faith Lutheran Church LCMC 

Follow us on Instagram: 

@flcspencer 

Watch us on SMU: 

Monday @ 8:30 p.m. | Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m. 


